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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 





VTHE present work is the result of my observations 
during my residence in the Crimea, as well as of my 
geading, and the information which T acquired from 
many well-informed persons, amongst whom, with 
pride, I mention M. Pallas, to whose liberal com- 
munications Iam indebted for an ample series of 
interesting facts. 

This venerable and illustrious traveller received 
me with peculiar kindness, and his house soon 
became my home, We bears his age uncommonly 
well; his dress is simple, and his conversation always 
interesting, When he was out of his study, this 
learned naturalist appeared one of the most agreeable 
men in the world, and nobody could be more capa- 
‘ble of giving an accurate account of the country 
in which he has resided several years, Ile had the 
complaisance to read over and correct the observa- 


tions which Ihad made, and even to enrich them 
with notes of his own, 

The remarks which several travellers have made 
upon the Crimea, ave cither imperfect or obsolete, 
T have therefore availed myself of that information 
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which some of them have given, but particularly 
that of M. Pallas, as far as it corroborates, my own 
remarks; and I have given an account of the chan. 
es which haye taken place in the Crimea, from 
its occupation by the Russtans to the present day, 

The kindness of M, Pallas has been seconded in 
France by the learned continyator of Buffon; and 
I with gratitude add the names of the celebrated 
Messrs. Lacépéde, Langles, and Millin, who have 
enriched my work with two interesting,essays on 
the coins and medals which are mentioned in my 
travels, 
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PY DEPARTURE FROM ST. PRETUNSRURG TOR ODESSA, 
AND FROM THENCE JO THE CRIMEA, 


I LEFT st Petershurg in the beginning of Febiuary, 1803, in 
company with M. de Richelien, who had just heen appointed 
governor-geneial gf Odessa. I was induced to quit the capital 
of Russia, after residing in it two months, maely through my 
desire to seg the Crimea. Never dida traveller sot aff in higher 
spirits or more favourable weather; though, as { had several 
friends to put from, 1 went away with rather a heavy heat. 
{ had been treated with grent kindness, and had received such 
testimonies of friendship, that [ experienced cyery sentiment 
which rendeis a separation painful, Being left to myself, avith~ 
out the power of communicating my ideas ar sensations, L under- 
took a long jouney to a country which was to me unknown; ay 
avag also ‘the language of the people hy whom it is inhabited. 
Tho anxiety which { experienced, and the silence which I wae 
obliged to observe, were therefaie rather irksome, 

IT svon, however, anived nt the Liman, which advances from 
the sea into the Stoppe™: the south winds often vendor its pas. 
sage dangerous; but -I paseed it, riding bebind my conductor, 
and my cuiriage arrived safe: thanks to the cae and strength of 
the Cossacks, wha preceded my horses, and who drew jt through 
the water, i 

About forty versts-+ farther, I past near a village partly in 
ruins, in which some Moldavians had just established themselves, 
and were dancing to the inusic of a kind of bag-pipe, to celebrate 
their new acquisition, In the envirous [ saw vast flocks of 
partridges and bustads; and if Thad not been obliged to pro» 


* Steppe isn. vast rough and tnoultivated plain, which praducos neithor 
trees nor shrubs, On meoting with a boy about thuteen years old, we 
asked him how long it would be belie we should come to some trees? His 
only tusiver was, what do you mean by trees? 

A vorst is about thice’quartors of an English inilex~Eprror, 
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ceed immediately to Nicolnicf, I sllould have had the best 
possible spait. : 

Thad already travelled eighty versis from the above village, 
and had only met with one man. ‘The night beginning to fall, 
{ was affected by a melancholy torpor, in consequence of my 
reflections on the barren regions which 1 had passed over. 

About ten at night, L approached towards the banks of the 
Bog: this river is,here nearly three versis in width; and the 
watermen, who were fatigued by their day's work, would not 
ferry me over. I was therefore, obliged to sleep in my britschka, 
or Polonese cartinge, which is not hung upon springs till break 
of day, On waking, I was much surprised to find mysell’ already 
placed in the bout, whieh was to convey me ta the opposite share: 
being, however, detyined, 1 could not conceive what prevented 
us from going off, when I observed a crowd of men and women 
rushing towards the boat, in order to be carried over to the 
market with various articles which they had for gale. In vain 
Tremonstrated against their acinission, in consequence of the 
great number of passengers who were on board, and who, in+ 
eluding the sailors, amounted to eighty in number, besides four 
oxen. Wo were, indeed, all alarmed at the crowded state of 
the vessel; but we had a fortunate passage. 

On arriving at Nicolatef, I delivered my letters of recommeny 
dation, and met with the kindest reception from the Marquis 
de Traveysey, the admiral and commander in chief of all the 
Russian ships in the Black Sea. J was recommended to him 
by M. Richelieu, and this recommendation was attended with 
every effect which £ could wish, : 

M. de Beklecheff, the governor-general, also received me 
with great familiarity; and being informed of the intent of my 
journey, he gave mic letters of reconmendgtion to the governay 
of Sympheropol. 

Jn France and England, 4 person who travels post, may he 
said to run; but in Russia he flies, particularly when travelling 
in the government of New Russia. [set off at half past elglt 
in the morning from Nicolaief, end at a quarter past twelve 1 
found myself at the gates af Cherson, having travelled sixty 
versts. 

The Russian establishments on the Black Sea drew fram mq 
the reflection, that a country cannot be otherwise than unfortu- 
nate, in which every individual consults only his private intovest 
‘or personal ambition. Enormous sums have been squandered 
on these settlements without effect: Potemkin founded Cherson; 
‘but after his death it was neglected. Falleef laid the foundations 
of ‘Nicolgief, but they were soon afterwards sbuydoned for 
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Odesan, of which admiral Ribas was the projector: this new 
establishment was in its turn neglected, and would have gone 
toruin, except for the paternal views of the emperor Alexauder, 

left Cherson on the 22d of April, at ten at night, and. 
soon arrived on the banka of the Lugulet, or little Lngul, which 
js so called in order to distinguish il from a small river of the 
same samo, which the Bogreecives at Nicolaief; this 1iver, 
which emplics itself into the Dnieper, some versts above Cher- 
son, is not very wide, and is passed in an apey boat, made fir 
more carefylly, than any of those that L before observed jn this 
country. 

The scite on the other side of the tiver is tolerably pleasant: 
on the banks of a small bay, which is formed by a winding of 
the Inguict, is 2 litte well-built villnge, which is called Repmiska; 
all the shore is bounded by rocks. 

By break @f day Lhad reached Bereslaw, formerly called 
Kizikerman. A dreadful cloud of dust is one of the greatest 
inconveniences of this journey: because nothing cau secure the 
traveller against it} it ponewntes every where, and rendas the 
eyes utcommonly painful. Iwas, however, assured, that the 

ogay Tartars cover thoir eyos with a kind of spectacles, to 
prevent its gperation during their excursions, The Dnieper 
is crossed opposite to the village lately mentioned; and _at which 
the siolence of the wind forced me to pass the day. From the 
Dnieper to the sea of Azof aud the lines of the Ukraine, in the 
Crimea, is called Nogays’ Tartary; i iy an immense plaia, in 
which either the’ smallest shrub uor hillock is perceptible. 

TE met several bodies of travellers with caravaus, who were 
conveying, either to Poland or the ports of the Black Sea, the 
nalt which the Crimea abundantly produces. The caravans were 
halting, aud the conductors were sleeping around a large fire 
with their vehicles behind them, while their oxen were grazing 
ip the vicinity. 

Te was froin these vast doseyts that the hordes of Tartars issucd, 
swho oyerrak Russia and Poland, ‘Lhese savage and feroclons 
people subpisted by robbery and murder, and lived under tents, 
which they removed from place to place; while they kept 
wynerous troops of horses, which, during a great part of the 
year, sought their own provender. 

The Nogays were, and are still of opinion, that no stranger 
can traverse their plains without cnyying them such possessions; 
so much are men attached to early habils aud prejudices, 

* Lwag not long in reaching the Crimea, which, since it came 
into the possession of Russia, has been distinguished by its 
ancient name of Tamida, 
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GKOGRAYVHICAL ACCOUNT OF TNE CRIMEA, ITs NATUS 
RAL NISTORY, GENERAL APPRARANOH, COMPOSITION 
OF ITS MOUNTAINS, MINES, &e. 


Tus Crimea, which was formerly known by the name of the 
Tauridan Chersonesys, 1s a peninsula, boanded to the south 
and wes} by the Black Sea; to the easbby the strait of Zabaché 
and the sea of Azof; while to the north it is limited hy a large 
isthmus, about a geographical wile in extent, by which it is 
united to the continent, where it communicates with the steppes 
of Nogays’ Tartary. It is probable, that the Crimea was for 
morly detached from ity and cofstituted with its higher and 
southeri part, a perfect island. This dpinion was maintained 
by the aucients, and bog been supported by several modern 
‘uuthors, who, as wellas Pliny, Herodotus, Stralyo, &e. assort, 
that the flowing of tie Black Sea into the Mediterranean, is 
in consequence of its scparation from the Caspian ser, and the 
gradual desiccation Which resulted from it. ‘ 

The Crimean is situated between 51° 9! and 53° 44! east lon. 
gitude, and 44° 44" and 45° Gd’ north latitude, Most of tho mapy 
now extant, plac it, on an average between 51° 30 and $8° 10’ 
east longitude, and from 44° 5! to 46° north latitude. 

On looking at n map, it will be seen that three fourths of the 
Crimea towards the north, fom nothing but-a vast plain, 
bounded to the south by a chain of mountains which runs from 
S. E. to N. W. ina direction parallel with the southern shord 
of the Black Sea. This chain, which is seldom interrupted, 
estends from Balaclava almost as far as Caffa, being a length 
of about 140 versts, by an unequal width. Tt is composed of 
several links, and closed in the interstices by a second filo of 
mountains, which are lower and more northerly. 

On entering the Crimen, the eye wanders over a barren and 
level surface, consisting of an immense plain, without trees, 
Tivulets,,or, hilly, which reaches farther than the perceptible 
horizon, atid stretches towards the southern part of the peninsula, 
On approaching towards Sympheropol, the scene suddenly 
chang2s, and the fatigued eye discovers in the distance a chain 
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of high mountaius, interspersed with several Tartar villages aud 
woods of high poplars, seattered here and there amidst cultivated 
ficlda and meadows, refreshed by the waters of the Salghir: the 
soil now visibly begins to rise as far ag the apparent bases of the 
mountains, which also rise by degiees one above the other as 
far as the sea, of which they form the southern boundary. 

All the chain of mountains in the Crimea, rises in an evident 
manner towards the south; and forms, almost without interruption 
along the maritime coast, a line of prodigious escarpment: 
their general form consists of clevated cones, or, a3 they aro 
philosophically called, nipples, which are fractured and traversed 
by long and narrow valleys. These cones become flatin a gra- 
dual manner towards the north; some of thom are barren, but 
the greater part are covered with woods: this chain of mountains 
contains several springs of water: those which run towards the 
north, spread themselves through all the valleys; while those 
which take a southern direction, fertilize all the spots situated 
along the south shore of the Black Sea. 

‘Lhe most elevated point of the Crimea, is the summit of a 
mountain, the configurarion of which had induced the ‘Tartars 
ta give it the name of Tchatyrdagh, or the tent mountain, and 
which was certainly the Trapetzos of the Greeks. Having been 
so imprudent as to ascend the Tchatyrdagh, towards evening, 
notwithstanding the represcutations of my guides, night overtook 
us, and the darkness was increased by the woods through which 
we were obliged to pass. After a journey of two hours, throngh 
rugged und very narrow paths, in which we were every instant 
in danger of breaking our necks, my guide confessed to my 
interpreter that they knew not where they were, having totally 
lost their way, Bemg much pressed by hunger, we cndeavoured, 
but in vain, to retrace our steps, and find the path which we had 
missed; every now and then our progress was stopped by trees, 
and we could uot prevent many blows in te face which we 
received from the branches. Our horses were wearicd; mine 
had cven lain down overcome, as I supposed, by fatigue, when 
M. Guleira, a Genoeso, who accompanied me, :came to assist 
me in forcing, the animal to get up; but he obstinately refused 
to stir, Disgusted with his resistuhce, I endeavoured to find 
out what occasioned it, when [ saw that he was entangled 
amongst the branches of underwood, which concenled one of 
the perpendicular precipices so common in these mountains: his 
instinct therefore evidently saved my life, After wandering 
much longer about the mountain and through the wood, often 
incurring imminent danger, our guides made us consent to pass: 
the night without proceeding farther, notwithstanding the extreme 
cold and hunger with which we were afflicted, One of them, 
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who was wai thy of being a Friday to anew Robinson Crisoe, sue 
éceded in hindling a fie fiom some diy leaves and branches, 
whicl we increased to a great catent, and then slept mound it 
till break of day. We then met with the path which'led us to 
a village on the road to Aluchta, where a breakfast of sour 
aiave’s milk aud black bread appeaied to us delicious, 

To return to a description of the ‘Tehatytdagh: its 
clouded paint may be see in clear weather at the distance of 
eighty versts, The mountain, comprising tho estent of its 
pase, must bo newly ten versts in longth from noth to south, 
and between five and six fiom east to west. The Tehatyrdagh 
appears to be divided into three parts or degrees; though vongh, 
the road of the first part is tolerably goon, and even passable 
for carriages : it is about two wersts in Jongth, and is shaded by 
medilar and oak trees; and from this fist division of the monn~ 
tain iscues a fine cold spring. ‘The second divisfon is much 
steeper, but tho soad is passable by horses. The elm is the 
only tree which this pat coutains. On reaching tho base of the 
uppermost division, horses can no longer be used to ascend to~ 
wards the summit, as this part is composed of soeky terraces, 

disposed above each other like stéps, which it is even difficult 
to vlimb. The uppermost platform of the mountain seems to 
he a small plain of stones, The fock is pecled or naked; and 
there are seen several lage spots, which seem us if hollowed 
out, as well as others, which sesemble round pits, wherein the: 
snow remains thidugbout the year. On taking possession of the 
Crimea, the mountam was measuied, when its height was found 
to be about 1200 fect above the level of the seas but ae the 
crevices in which the snow remains are nat very deep, Lam ine 
duced to thiuk that this estimate is inaccuiate. In clear wea+ 
ther one may see flam (his eminence the greatest part of the 
i areeen aud the sea, which ruins slong its whole extort. “The 

‘ehatyrdagh is considered in the vicinity as an excellent bao- 
meter: when covered with clonds it indicates ran; but when it 
is entirely clear, it annownces a succession of fine weather, 

Lhe mountass oftcn change their appment forms and aspects 5 
and the embellishmonts.of the scenery vary at every atep, ay if 
hy magical power, Sometinns the oaks, beech, elins, pines, 
wild cheuy-trees, walnut-tices, elders, hawthorng, and aibutes 
trees, which cover the mountains, give them a degrce of liveli- 
mess which delights the traveller, who is wearled by the uaked- 
ness of the Steppes; at other times, the enormous rocks which 
are heaped above each other, present a prospcet fiat is both ine 
tereatitiZ tind sublime. Here, the gradations of the mountains, 

_, Which are cuyered by gaiduns filled with oduriferons flowers, 
_ and watered by numerous sprmgs, every where impart a heulth« 
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Pi 
ful fragrance :—thero, art to he seen vothing but barren rocks 
Without verdive, and even without soil; while nature, seems to 
have taken delight in diversifying their shapes, In seveyy) paris 
the springs fall in cascades from the sumunits of the steep rocks, 
particularly these of the Akar sou. At length the sensations 
and please of the obsciver are vaied by the appenauce of 
mountains abundautly covered with wood of all reg portions 
of well cultivated Janda, rocks rising to a ptodigious eight, 
which are seen thongh chasms, and whose sides are covered witht 
smimerous shinbs, the bak of which being of a bloed red, and 
the flowers white, form a striking contiast with the grey colopr 
of the stone, The prospect is greatly heightened by the flocks 
and herds that graze on the summits of the mountains, the dull 
roaring of the sea, the noise from the falls of the water, the 
‘roughness of the roads, aud the depth of the precipices ; so that 
the Gaveller does not leave these parts withant regret, particu 
larly as their*distance, and the diffleulty of the road, seldom per- 
anit of his paying them more tan one visit. 

With respect to the stiucture of the mountains, they are 
formed of culcarions rock, which is hard, grey, and arranged jn 
strata of different degrees of thickness, together with layers of 
a schistous and argillaccous nature, There are also found in 
these horizontal strata, wluch are alternate and :epeuted a great 
number of times, a quantity, of breccia, formed of flints com- 
pacted together, ag well as several vatieties of wakke and ser~ 
pontine ; but the lust are the scurcest of any, 

The burd caleaious 10h exhibits scarcely any trace of re- 
cognisable pobifactions ; and those which arg found, are mostly 
degraded corallites. Amongst the had schisti which me often 
inserled between those of clay, is found a blackish kind of slate, 
sometimes mixed with sand, and at others disposed in veiy 
thin lamina, In the most easter part of these mountains the 
sandy schistus is often a sort of iree-stone, so very fine, that 
the grain of it can scarcely bo perceived. The hardest parjs of 
this stone exhibit iu theiy fractures many chrystalised filaments of 
transparent quartz, which are sometimes replaced by real rock~ 
crystal, ‘There may also be reckoned among this free-stone 
many plrata of mill-stone, which form whole mountains in the 
envirous of Sudagh. 

Iu several parts of the Crimen, bat particularly near Tnker- 
mann, the rivulet Sabla, about sixteen veists from Akmetshet, 
and in a valley between Aktiar and Balaclava, are the mincs of 
Kil; a name which the Tartars give to an excellent kind of 
greyish fuller’s-eurth, that serves ns soap. They dig wells in 
the form of funnels, to penetrate as far as the argillaceous strate, 
which, at about two {cet in depth, preseuts an uncommonly 
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fat crust, underneath which is a white cretaccous marl, When 
they have dug as deep as possible in one of these wells, the 
abandon it, and dig another; while the Jumps of earth which 
fall from the sides soon fill it up, 

The strata of aigillaceous schistus arc sometimes as hard as 
that of the same kind in mines, and they are often coloured by 
‘a martial ochre; theysometimes conta, in lumps or strings, 
«and at others, in entire beds, masses of detached ores, or per~ 
fect kidneys of a ved, brown, or grey colour, loaded with clay, 
sometimes hollow and in Jamin, at others heavy and compact. 
These are chiefly found in the mountains to the east that are 
situated near the villages of Koos and Sudagh; and in those to 
the west, between Laspi and Foros, near a part whith the Tar- 
tas call Alasma. ‘There has not hitherto been discovered! in 
the Cyimea the least trace of any other metal, : 

The highest and oldest mountains of the Crimea form the 
southern boundary of this peninsula, and extend from Cuffa to 
Balaclava. After having passed the cape behind which Caffa 
is situated, you ascend the eastern side of the mountain of 
Karadagh, in which there was formerly a Tartar village, with a 
metshet and a handsomefountain, The road buns round the base 
of this great mountain, the crest of which is very high, ,and 
surmounted hy rochs of a conical form. Soon afler you arrive 
at the valley of Otus, in which are two little villages at a short 
‘distance from each other: this valley is watered by a rivulet, 
and its soil is favourable for the culture of the vine and other 
fruit-trees; the surrounding heights are covered with wood. 
The road which leads to Koos passes over some stecp hills, and 
‘soon becomes impiacticable for carriages; while there may oc- 
casionally be observed on it some beds of iron ore. ‘The valley 
beyond Koos contains several orchards, and the population of 
this village is still very considerable. Before the emigration of 
the Greeks there were many persons in it who occupied themselves 
with the culture of the vine: the mountains in the vicinity fur. 
nish an abundance of blocks of free-stone, which the inhabitants 
‘use for buildiug theit houses and the walls of their vineyards. 
The valley of Koos is very hot, being secured from the cold 
winds by the’high mountains, which all run ina south-cast di- 
rection, and nearly in parallel chains. This valley contains a 
jyumber of gardens and vineyards; it extends to a length of up~ 
wards of three versts as far as the sea, and near the village it 
divides into two other spacious plains, 

To the left you Jeave the great mountainous ridgo called 
Buyuksirt, which advances into the sea, and soon alterwards 
arrive at the village of Tokluk, situated four versts from the 
sea, agd surrounded by vineyards, which prodyce a tolerably good 
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wine, Between this village and the shore there is seen on a hil- 
lock a remarkable rock, composed of cnormous masses of frac 
tured calearious stone, The Tartars have given it the name 
Paralem-kaja, or the broken rock, 

"The ond which leads to Sudagh extends to a considerable 
distance along the shore, on account of the numerous ravines 
which descend from the Tokluk-sirt After passing between the 
Altch-katz aud the Atshik-sirt you i ceive the valley of Sudagh; 
which is upwards of three versts inlength, by twoin width, aud ts 
famed for the excellont wine which it produces. Ttextends from 
the sea-shore amongst the mountains In a direction almost from 
south to north, and is prolonged in a narrower manner to the 
north and the west. [t is covered with vineyards and orchurds ; 
its lower pat, which forms an oval plain perceptibly inclining to 
the south, is exposed to the rays of the sun, which gives a re- 
markably rich flavour to the grapes, that is not possessed by those 
in the higher valleys. It is watered by several rivulets, tho 
stieams of which being conveyed by means of canals, produce 
fortility in every part. ‘The mountains in the vicinity are not the 
highest in the Chimca, but they are generally fiactured aud ox~ 
tremely steep. 

The ancient Genoese fortress of Soldaya is situated on a very 
steep rock, which, towards the sea, is almost perpendicular, 
It is surrounded by a high and thick wall furnished with towers, 
some of which are round, and others syunve, ‘he wall on tho 
sea-side is interrupted by the rocks which project ina perpen- 
dicular manner ; it containg ached wells, which are large and 
Hal A few yours ago there might be seen the ruius of several 
buildings in a gothic style; but on the eastern side of the town 
there remain none except the large and handsome cathedral 
church, and the towers and walls of the place. i 

On following the course of the rivulet Karagatch, and climb- 
ing the heights, you come, about ten versts from Sudagh, ‘to the 
hamlet of Kutlak, which is sitagted in a spacious valley planted 
with vines aud surrounded by hills of a moderate height. Near 
Katlak is avery high quarry, which the inhabitants work with great 
persoverance, and roll down into ‘the valley the blocks which 
they detach from the upper parts; almost all the mills in the Cri- 
men are supplied with these stones. ‘ 

‘After crossing several valleys, you perceive, at about a verst and 
a half from the sea, that of Kapsokor, which is covered with 
orchards and vineyards; it lies between the mountaing in a very 
advantageous Peon The 'Tartars who reside on this spot 
are, in easy circumstances; their plain is surrounded by emi- 
nences, and contains many extensive fields, which produce cy. 
eumbers and hemp. The hills are covered with woods, 
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About half way from Uskut thore® may be observed, ou a 
promontory, an ancient. Greek Lower, in tolerable good pieser- 
yation, to whieh the ‘Tartars have given the uame of Pehohan. 
hale, which signiiies the fort of the shepherds. "The const foring 
a good-sized bay in front of the village of Uskut, which stands 
at some distance from the sca in a valley watered by severnt 
springs, and filled with vines which produce a wine of a very 
bad quality. Uskut is well peopled: from the neighbouring 
heights one may distinctly see to the southward an catent of 
nearly sixty versts of coast, 

About tem vorsts further is the village of ‘Tuyak, in a warm 
aiid agreeable valley near the sea, and most of which is sown 
with nothing but hemp; but that which is gultivatéd in the 
environs of Aluchta always hag the preference, while its culture 
forms the principal meaus of subsistence amongst the ‘Tartars, 

A navow path, which is steep and bordered by precipices, 
conducts the traveller to the village of Kutchuk-ozan 3 which is 
builtin a narrow valley near a high mountain that rung towards 
the sca, and is called by the Tartars Kutilla, After passing 
this village you meet with a hillock, called Kara-ul-obo, or 
“the guard’s hillock : it derives its mame from x piyuct of Cossacks 
which is stationed there, Part of this hillock lately gave way. 

A few hours’ journey leads the traveller into the valley of 
Aluchta, which saparates the castein part of the high mountains 
of the Crimea from those of the west, which we lately passed 
over. 

From the foot of the Tchatyrdagh begins a wooded valley, 
intersected by several rivulets ‘that run towards Aluchta; this . 
spot is’situated on an isolated elevation contiguous to the sea, 
and in it may still be perceived the vestige of av ancient Greek 
fortification. Aluchta, at that time the episcopal seat, had a 
considerable population, At the end of the valley the Tebatyrdogh 
takes its rise: the view extends to the sca, and the low 
turfscovered houses, bnilt on the tleclivity of the coust, seem 
like the walls of a garden, The Vartars build their houses 
‘against, the steep sides of the mountains; the front wall is 
formed cutirely of rough hewn stone; and the roof is flat and 
covered with turf, on which the inhabitants can walk 3 while ir 
suminer they even sleep on it. The inside presents nothing but 
a spacious hearth, with a chimmuey to conduct the smoke, The 
whole of their furniture consists of a coarse hind of carpeting 
and some cushions. I bad a letter for the chief of the village: 
he was a respectable Tartar, who gave me an excellent diner, 
according to the fashion of the conntry, furnished us with very 
good hotses, dnd sent his brother to act as our guide. After 
ridmg along the sea-ghore for some time, we began to ascend a 
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path which was very narrow and bounded by precipices, the bot- 
tom of which was washed by the sea; in some parts the horses 
had searcely room enough to walk, insonmeh that uo animals 
but those which ave accustomed to the country can pass it with 
safety. 

‘fhe inhabitants of these parts have a few herds of buffaloes; 
indeed the prodigious strongth of this animal seems necessary to 
perform so dificult a labour as the cultivation of the soil. ‘The 
village of Kutchotkelambat has a toleiably convenient harbour, 
in front of ‘which is the Ayou-dagh, or Bear's Mountain, 
which is covered with stones, though it here and there contains 
woods, It is situated in the sea, towards which it is par- 
ticularly steep, and from which may be seen, on inaccessible 

rocks, a namber of strawberry plants and arbutes. 

Iu a little valley, about four versts from Kutchuk-lambat, 
appears the pretty village of Partheuik, which is inhabited 
alone entirely by Greeks; it contains a great number of gardens 
and fruit-trees, particularly walnuts, which are uacommonl: 
fine ; while the fertility is increased by a number of streums 
that pasy over the grounds. 

After we had continued to ascend till we reached the hamlet 
of Kurkulét, we crossed the amall bank or ridge that unites the 
Ayou-dagh to the mountains, and discovered the fine valley of 
Yursuf. At the top of an inaccessible rock, fractured in two 
parts, and which extends into the sea, we observed some remains 
of a Genoese fortification, The passage between the two rocks 
was closed by a wall: there still remain some vestiges of bat- 
teries and bastions, together with the foundations of a round 
‘tower; an out-work of magonry descends towards the sea, and 
avery safe harbour has been made nvross a shoal, which com- 
municates with the shore by x small and ingeniously con- 
structed mole, 

Behind the promontory of Nikita, which stretches towards 
the sea, is a village of tho same name; and farther ou, beyond 
aheath occasionally interspersed with wood, are two others, 
called Magavatch and Marssanda, They were formerly inha- 
bited by Greoks, who emigrated from Mariopol ; and their nu- 
merous gardons, which aro watered by abundant springs, now 
remain uncultivated. Between the two last-mentioned. villages 
here the ruins of'a chapel, which ave shaded by old waluut-trees, 
and beneath which a rivulet takes its course, [Tither the traveller 
repairs Co rest, and finds a wooden bow! placed ona projection of 
the rock, from which he dips water from the spring to sluke his 
thirsL; after which he scrupulously places the vase on the spot 
from which he took it. ‘This trivial accommodation is a striking, * 
though simple, proof of the hospitality of the ‘Tartars. 
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, After passing the village of Derekoi, the environs of which 
abound in plants, we desceuded into the valley of Yalta, ‘This 
place was formerly occupied by the Greeks; qnd to judge from 
the ruins which stil remain, it must have been of a consider~ 
able size ; at prgscnt it is only the residence of a few Tartars. 
Its bay is safe. It is exposed to the south, and thangh little, 
frequented, a hind of Ipzavette ia established near it, ‘This fine 
valley is filled with gardens, and surrounded by heights well 

covered with woods, 4 

‘Lhe road soon turns round a mill, and leads from the valley to 
the summits of the mountains; sometimes it is so stecp as to 
force the traveller to descend with rapidity, and compel him to'go 
fay out of his way in order to avoid the dangerous parts. We 
were obliged, on this account, strictly to follow the young Tar- 
tar who acted, as our guide: his agility was really astonishipg ; 
for he leaped like a goat, without any fear, from pne rock to 
another. 

About six versts from Yalta, and quite on the sea-shore, is 
situated the village of Aoutka, inhabited by Greeks, whose em~ 
ployment is principally in fishing for oysters. Here may be, 
seen the cascades of the Akarsu, which fall upon the top ‘of a 
yock sixty fathoms in height ; a clreumstance which F should dé~s 
Tight to describe, if I were not difident of the enthusiasm with 
which it insygjed me. ‘ . 

The chain of mountains continues towards the right, and con-, 
tains three Turtar villages, called Gaspra, Choris, and Muskor. 
Several olive and fig-trees, which ave dispersed amongst them, 
indicate the fertility of the soil; but on approaching Alupka, 
the scene suddenly changes, and the image of chaos appears in 
all its horror, Whole woods rootey| up, rocks heaped upon one 
another, trees suspended over an abyss by a single root; al} 
give the traveller an idea of general destruction, In one part 
enormous fragments of stone, proceeding fiom the full of 9 
mass of rock on the sea-side, cover an extent of two yersts 
inland; and it is upon and amongst these ruins that a village ig. 
established, with gardens and parcels of cultivated land. The 
Tastars have not even been afraid to build their huts under some’ 
of these eno:mous masses, which still seem ready to fall and 
crush them; nature, however, which seems otherwise to have 
treated the country like a step-mother, has not refused it every 
thing. ‘The valley, which is one of the hottest in the whole southern 
coast, is sheltered from cold winds, and being only exposed 
towards the eouth, the heat is concentrated in it throughout the 
day, Ving-sprouts may bo seen shooting round the rocks; 
while fig-trees, pomegranates, olive and waluut-trees, grow be-~ 
tween fheir fractures; but these trees appeared wilh a scanty 
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and decayed foliage, i cortsequence of the severity of the wine 
ter of 1802. A lnurel-tree alone-scemed to have resisted ils al» 
tack, whios¢ gicen and vigorous head shot forth amidst thoso vast 
ruins. L was mich astonished to hear the word Daphue pro~ 
ceed from the mouth of a “Partar; but L found that the laurel 
being unknown to the Tartars before its wansplantation, they 
have udopted the Greek name. : 

The high mountain which surroynds the valley of Alupka is 
the famous Kriométopon (Kee pereror) so well known to the 
aucient Greek navigators, After cleming the cape called Cro+ 
tis-buron, you perceive tho valley of Simeps, in which are great 
numbers of olive-trees, nixed with abundance of pomegranates 
and other fruit-tiees, Tho frightful aspect of the 1ocks, which 
form perpendicular faces on the Jand side, and the view of the 
sea, which extends as far as the horizon, render this valley de- 
lightful to the traveller who is pleased yith contrasts. Wo cou- 
tinued to ascend along a road which passed over woody eminen- 
cex, but was not altogether without danger, ‘The cold began to be 
felt, clouds rolled under our feet, and seemed like a white sca 
in motion, which hid {rom the view the country beneath it. 

After 2 rather tedious journey we arrived at a promontory, 
behind which is situgiged the village of Limana: this A noaiderale 
cape terminates near*the sca with an elevated, inaccessible, and 
lonely rack. Ou the summit of the mountnin isi thick wall, 
coustructed in front of the only practicable part. “On the side 
next to the village the descent is so sicep, that, on reaching the bot- 
tom with the greatest diiculty, you perecive nothing but a vast 
side, which it seems equally impossible to climb up or descend 
from. Av this igh mountain is to the east of Limana, the rays 
of the sun full rather later on it than elsewhere, 

The path, which is only a few inches wide, now becomes 
more dangerous. We travelled incessantly slong ravines or 
dreadful precipices, fo the bottom of ahsh the cye could not 
penetrate; while the path was worn away by a heavy fall of rain, 
which had rendered it cqually difficulé both for pedogt inns and 
hersemen. I did not trust myself, without much alarm, to the 
knowledgo and instinct of my horse, though |. fortunately ar~ 
rived unhurt at the village of Kikéneis, Tere the rocky front 
which rises from the mountains beconies lower, after having con- 
tinued, without interiuption, for the space of twenty-two versta. 
From time to time large fragmonts fall off and roll ag far as 
the sea. 

Oa approaching Kutchukoy, I saw a part of the mountain 
which had fallen in the preceding year ay far aa the shore, und 
at a short distance from the spot where the great overthrow oc~ 
curred in 1784, 1 presume that this disiuption sueceaded the 
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shock of an earthquake which was felt nt the same periotl; but 

1 could not obtain any account of the accident: the event was 

unknown even to Pallas, 1 shall, however, quote his own 

words, f 

« From the front of the rock the coast was a serics of ravines, 
through one of which ran a rivulet. ‘The 10th February, the 
surface of the soil began to crack and separate; and the same * 
day the rivulet, which turned two Tartar mills, was lost in the 
crevices. ‘Iwo days after the superficies of the soil hnd conti+ 
nued to break, and the apprehension of danger bad caused the 
Tartars to leave their habitations with their cattle and effects, 
the whole of the space between the vavines abovementioned, 
from the elevated front of the rock, as far as the sea, fell in at 
midaight, with a frightful noise, to the extent of nearly two 
versts in length, and from 350 to 500 fathoms in width. This 
eruption, which continued till the 28th of Februgry, made a 
ditch ten fathoms in depth, in which remained one large and two 
small parallel banks of the solid rock ; in proportion as ote part 
of the steep side became detached from the rock, the whole 
mass pressed in the same proportion on its hase, and the share 
advanced from that time into the sea, in a cireumference of 
from sixty to eighty toises. In the night of the 28th, two 
slight shocks of an earthquake were felt, after which the water 
of the vivulet, which had disappeared, began to flow again at 
the superficics, but ran in a different direction; after forming 
several Jakes and marshy places along the new shore, besides the 
two mills lately mentioned, this fall buried in its ruins eight 
houses, and destroyed whole fields and gardens.” 

‘The inhabitants of Kutchukoy have already forgotten these 
disasters, and do not even think of those which now seem to- 
threaten them, 

We crossed the village Pechatka to arrive at that of Toros, 
situated at the foot of the mountain, on the other side of which 
is the valley of Baidari. A dangerous and winding path leads 
to this steep aud woody side. After climbing, with difficulty, 
for a long time, we discovered, on looking behind us, .the sea, . 
above which we found ourselves at an extraordinary height. 
The horses, accustomed to these paths, pass from one rock to 
another with such sagacity as to inspire confidence, Indeed it 


_ Would neither be easy nor prudent to turn them from their ordi- 


nary route, After taking as much time to descend as we had 
employed in travelling upwards, wo perceived the so-much ex« 
falled valley of Baidavi : this chafming spot, which is surrounded 
by high mountains, abundantly covered with wood, is from fife 
eonto sixteen versts in length, by cight or ten in breadth, 
Several lage meadows, through which runs a pretty rivulet, 
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ee . ; 
are occasionally interrupted by small elevations, covered with 
villages, and fine woods und gardens, Great numbers of flocks 
are reared in the valley, and give unimation to « delightful scene, 
which seems the residence of peace and happiness. aa 
We neat ascended a very high rock, which separates Baidari 
from the small valley of Varnutka: the road which lends to 
Balaclava was made for the Empress Catharine LL. nt the timo 
of her journey to the Crimea. ‘Lhe soil being a continued 
rock, it required infinite difficulty to make it passnblo. After r 
jowrney of some hours, we reached Balaclava, at which termi« 
nates the chain of the high mountains of the southern coasts. 


CHAP, IIT, 





VOLCANOS,r—- BARTH QUAKES, —-~ DISRUPTIONS ~e~ ESEC4 
TIONS OFgMUD.— QUALITIES OY THE 801 Le—RIVENS 4, 
SALINE LAKus, &e, 


M + Hablitz, in his description of Taurida, and several au 
thors who have since written, have asserted, that the soil of tho 
Crimea proves it to contain exhausted volganos, which might 
have subverted the whole pepinsyla, ‘The mountains afford no 
indications of erates, nor do they contain any visible trace of 
extinct, valcanos, Some thick bedg of Java, which are found 
at Balaclava, and near Yyrsuf, doubtless have proceeded from 
the ballast of the Genoese vessels, The sea-share near the moun: 
tain of Kuradagh, is covered with pebbles af green juspor, 
sometimes veined with red, and saleodong + this, indeed, is tho 
only stone in all the Crimea which can be adduced in support 
of the apinion of M, Lablitz. 

Earthquakes seldam happen in’ the Crimea nevorthes 
Tess, the almost perpendicilt inclination of 2 bed of stone, 
which forms part of the Altchakaya, can anly be attributed 
to a central overthyow. M. Pallas found in this bed a 
lump of blackish petrified wood: it was fat and frnequred, and 
the apertures were: filled with spath, Tho different layers of 
this stratum consist of free-stqne blocks, irregularly placed ony 
abave the other. Tho junctures, and even tho level parts, are 
filled and covered with a matter, the principle of which appenry 
to he mud and schistous sand. Sometimes belomnites are fd 
in this mass, broken, and with theiy fragments again partly 
united; large fit impressions af smmonites, of the sie of 
one’s hand; and St. James's shells, similar to those thal gr 
found on the shores of the Black Sen, Jt cannot ke doubted 
that these stoncg have come from a horizontal hed, which Was, 
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formerly boneath the sea, and that the petrified wood alluded 
has been flattened in this position. ; 

As to the great disruptions of rocks, they have been enused 
by the springs, which have undermined the solt strata on which 
they were supported, or hy the ice and streams of rainwater’, 
which, by gradually effecting a passage through, and cularging 
their chasms, have at length detached vast masses. 

Towaids the north, about a verst from Yenikalé, some pouls 
of saline water are found on the tops of hillocks; it seems to 
boil on issuing from the earth, and its surface is covered with a 
quantity of petroleum. 

Between Kertch and Yenikalé, there may often be seen 
openings formed, without doubt, by aucicat eruptions of mud ; 
and near these aie several exsiccated guiphs, as well as others, 
which’ sometimes in summer throw out soft mud aud bubbles ; 
but this phenomenon occurs most frequently in the iglo of Taman, 
Near these gulphs the ground is clastic, and full of chasms and 
crevices: those which are still in action expand a certain degree 
of heat through the atmosphere yhich sumounds them, though 
the matter which they eject seems cold to the touch. 

On the Sth of September, 1799, after a subterrancaus noise, 
accompanied with terrific thunder, there was secn to rise from 
the bottom of the sea of Azof, opposite Temruk, an island, 
about 100 fathoms in circumference ; from its cehtre 2 quantity 
of mud appeared to issue, and a volcanic eruption suddenly 
covered it with fire and+ smoke. In the followibg year this 
oe totally disappeared; but it is not known whether it was 
2 dissolved by the sea, or sunk again to the bottom. 

M. Pallas, in his journey through the southern provinces of 

4 the Russian empire, has given an interesting detail of this pho- 

nomenon, to which he adds his opinion relative to these vols 
canios of sline or mud, and their natural causes*. 


“ 


* As M. Reuilly says nothing farther on this interesting snbject, the 
Editor has thought proper to subjoin, in the following note, the account of 
that wonderful event, as discribed by M. Pallas himself, It will doubtless 
he new to the majority of renders. 

Speaking of the island which rose fram the sea, he says, “ on the 3th of 
September, 1799, after having heard at sunrise, in the sen of Azul op 
posite to Temruk, and a, hundred and fifty fathoms fram tho shore, a 
subtemaneous rumbling, accompanied with dreadful thunder,, tha surprisa 
pnd alarin of the spectators wore considerably augmented on observing, 

feer an explosion similar to a cannon shut, an iste like a great sepulehial 

hillock, rising from the bottom of the sea, which at that part was from five to 

six fathoms deep, This isle asvetiled above the level af the sea, and appeared 

* ta be pearly ahyndred fathoms in circumference + it seemed to rise, split, 
fed eject mud anil.stones, till aneryption of fire,and smoke had covere 

the whole plied. “The time renilred, hy Natura for effecting, this chong 
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“The quality of the soil, which is in general marly, is not 
every where’ alike. That of te plain. consists of a sandy 
‘clay and decomposed eqrth, {ts fertility depends upon ie 
amixture wilh this carth and upon its humidity. "The of 
the vallics, manured with lime and clialk, is composed of 
clay and pebbles, under » thick stratum of mould; and its 
fertility is increased by the streams which descend trom the 


was two hours, aud the sow was so impetnous on those days, that mana 
could trust himself on the element ina vemel, for the purpose of visitng 
the isle, which appeared to'have an clevation of twa fathoms above tha 
wares, and was quite black, fromthe disgorgement of mud that find arkeit 
place. ‘The same day, at seven o'clock in the evening, Lwo strong shocks 
of an earthquake were felt at Ekatcrinodar, which is two hundred versts 
distance from hence, Subsequent necounts respecting thistisle, eomenr it 
describing it to be seventy-two fathoms in length, by furty-cightan brewilih, 
with an elevation of seven feet nbove the level of the seas 

My aceuperions of every kind, together with the fever with which Twas 
aMicted at that time, prevented me frow muking a juwney to ‘Lainan, to 
observe this remarkable phenomenon. The following year fewrned that 
this iste had been either dissolved by the waves, or lal again sual, 
no traces of it being ther porcaptible at the surface.” 

‘The following account, by Profesor Pallas, contains a new and interest 
ing theory of the volcanos; of. mud ani slime peculinr to die Crimea 
“Tn the month of March 1794, Lieutenant Constantine Lintvaral, inspector 
of the quarantine at ‘Tuman, wrote that on tho 27ch of Februnry, at half 
past eight in the morning, the hillock on the point of Jani to the north, 
situated only twelve vorsts from ‘Laman, ina diagotal direction across the 
Bulph, but sixty by a circuitous course over hurl, bad just exhibited the 
following extraordinary events, At first a rombling way heard in the airy 
which wus suceceded hy » violent gust of wind, that lasted ‘only a niinnte ¢ 
next, a noise wis heard similar to thander, which came fron the hilleck, 
gud immediately afterwards a column of thick and black smoke insmod 
from tho middie ‘uf its sammit, Tn tho spacoof a minte, there acoso another 
of violent fira, which at o distance arpont to be fifty tect in buizht, and 
thirty in circumference, . ‘Chis flomd lasted from half” past cight till ten 
qainutea before ten, whona measengar who bad been sent to the part nt the 
timo that the noise, fire, and smoke scomed to decrease, remmned, and 
reported that an aperture lad bean formed on the hillock, the size of whic 
coukt not be ascertained, because the successive uraptions, uccome 
panied by flames and smoke, emitted a hot mud, which sproud in overy 
direction, and rendered an approach impracticable. ‘The oruption was 
neither preceded nor fullowed by any shoe of an earthquake, 

“Te appears from tho diflorent accounts of aculur witnesses, who observed, 
this phenomenon both at Taman and Yeuikale, and visited the mountain 
after its eruption, that the explosion resembled the rambling of thunder, 
and the report did not Inst longer than that of a thunder-clnp. A noise and 
hissing were alsu hicard in the air at Yanikale, both previous and subsequent 
to the oxplosion. At tha instant of the roport, thera issued a while vapom, 
which: was followed by a smoke as black a3 soot, and this was penetratect by y 
olumi of fire, with Hames uf a brightred and pale-yellow colour inthe 
for uf an expanded shoal, und which, nopyithaanding a very strang wind, 
which blew at the time, rose to a perpendicular height twice ay gront as 
that of a nyduntain, This column of fire disappeared in iventy-five 
minutes, but the black sinoke lasted four or five haus, and ppreed forth, 
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ueighhowing heights, On the mountains, this soil 1 strongl> 
aixed with sand and pebbles; but wheat and vines succced 
well upon it. The places that lic near the banks of the rivers 
are, in general, the best both for agriculture and pasturage; but 
the most famous are those of the Almas This hitle yiver runs 
through an agreeable country; indeed the vallies which are wax 


thick nnd heavy clouds over both sides. By the following day, it had, 
however, entiycly disappeared, 

«When the first eyplosion tack place, the mountain propelled with yiolence 
into the gir several portions of mud, and vomited quautities of a similar 
substance, in every direction around it, to the distance af at least a verst, 
ty displacing « portion of vegetable earth, to the extent af @ fathou, 
which was at that time frozen, the grent mass of mud made its way fiom 
the gulph; first it ron with rapidity, but afterwards slower, covering .alk 
parts of the mountain, without having any sensible degree of heat, according 
to the report of many respectable persons, who astived an horseback to tha 
place a few hours alter the eruption; yet the mud_then continued to emit 
& strong smoke through a very cold air, But some Cossacks, who had beon 
sent there, made a contrary report, and insisted that the mud was hot at the 
time of its efflux, A continual hissing and boiling were heard in the moun- 
tain tll pight; and til} the third day, “the mud was spmetimes thrown out 
to the heightaf ten or twelve feat, At a subsequent poriad the mountain 
made a cracking noise, and again began to throw out mud in the air, but 
without exhibiting an appearance of fire, aven during the night, In the 
month of March, a surveyor was sent to ‘Taman, to make a plunof tho 
Kuku-vho, and he found the first aperturp that had been formed at the summit 
of the hillock, to he ten or twelve fathoms wide, while the principal gulph 
was an arshine and & half in diameter, At the sane time he observed to 
issue at intervals, some smoke and mud, coutiining a portion of petroleum, 
which tends to strengthen the opinion, which was thon started, respecting 
ihe mud, as it was found tobe very bituminous, Tho muddy ejections 
were at thattime of the sume extent as I found them in the followin 
summer, For a length of timo the deep, soft, and tenacious mud revented 
any approach to the poiut of the mauntnin, but a long-continued dry sengon 
having desiccated and even hardened the whole mass, it may now be passed 
aver, and examined in every ditectian, Its composition, when I visited 
tho hillack, was ds follows :--Tho summit was surrounded by a mass of mud, 
which might o¢ estimated ut upwards of 100,000 cubic fathams. ‘Chia mass, 
which covered tho hillack in every direction, but in a more exteysiyomanner, 
to the south and west, had overflowed in several unequal torrents, which were 
in somo places two or three arshines thick, and resembled a fine paste 
with a thick border, The heap to the north-east, is the largest and thickost, 
jt is very wide at top, and extends, ns does the narrowest stream, to the 
west and south-west, oven into the plain nt the faot of the mountain, 
The formor js 400 fathoms Jong, and the intter more than 300, Threa 
athers, ina direction almost parallel to the north-west, qud a fourth extending 
ta the sauth, areuariower, and do aot descend to so great alengtl, Lastly, 
fawards tho cast, the amass forms 4 prolonged circle, because the declivity 
at the mauntain on' this side presents a soit of ridge, or prajection, On 
all the streams of this mud, but particularly at its margin, there may be, 
seen small lumps, which have been propelled gne upon the ather by tha 
prosanre of tho liquid mud, as the orpst of the mass became dry; and by, 
surrounding some sruall elevations, which it met with in gwa og thyge pag 
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dered by it, are delightful, It is here that the nitmerous pas* 
turages are situated on which the khans of the Grimon used to 
breed their famous horses, ‘The fine verdant plains, shaded by 
poplars and lime-trees, and covered with huts iuhabited by the 
Partars, together with the numerous flocks which graze on the 
neighbouring hills, and the springs which issuo from the rocks, 
all give au exact idea of the Arcadia described by tho povts, 


of its passage, it has formed little istands, At the suntmit of the mowntatn 
Gouat the gulf which ejected this enormous mass from the howols of the 
earth, it may be observed in thicker heaps, while on one sitle may be seen 
a semicircular clod, nearly fathom in length by two arshinesin thickness, 
composed of an old vegetable argitlaceous enrth, of a decper yollow Uban 
the Frosh mud, This clod, which cavered the gulph, was upset nnd partly 
buried in the mud. It also appears, that on the south-west side, in the 
direction of which the summit of the nountnin is more inclined, and as it 
were furrowed, as much more liqnid mud overflowed, which has left bohind 
itn deep trace, similar to that of a rivulet, of the width of ahout twelve 
paces: it has several interruptions, aud finally disappears at the bottom in 
the thick stratam of stronger mud, when the nova desiccated matter is 
formed! into several heaps that tia upon cach other, 

“I found benenth the mud, in these cuvivous, some crystals of cnboidat 
pyrites, partly attached to the marl, and partly loose in shining Jatnina 
Without alteration, I likewise observed this sane kind uf pyrites in the 
clefts of marly stone, a proof’ that the pyrites themselves had hoon torn 
from sume upper stratn, on which the fire had not acted, Even the fluxes 
of the mud, the largest oF which was from 60 to 100 futhorus wide, werg 
‘dry only at the superficies, in consequence of becoming covered with » 
crust ; tut one could not tread upon it with safoty, for it had separated in 
many Pisces s and on taking up a lump, we fonnd the undermost part ta 
he soft and fat, like moistened day, ‘The superficius of this mud was 
rong aud lumpy, so that it was as pninful to walk over it as it is to pro» 
veed ‘an strongly frozen dirt. 5 

The whole of this prodigious ntass, which possesses the greatets uniform 
ity, resembles a pinguid clay, of nu blue ash-colonr, and interspersed with 
points of sparkling ‘mica, “On the application of moisture, it utiits of 

ing kneaded, but when dried, it eracks like the nrgillaccons mud on the 
highways, in unequal parts, often of the width of three fingers, and may 
be crumbled, sit retains a degreo of aglidity only when in largo lamps 
On the superficies of the mud T remarked no particles of vitriol; and L su, 
{na fow places only, somo parts covered with an eflorescence of sult, 
which made a slight offervescence with the acids, All the fragments of 
stone seattered throughout this mass, and which did not form the tyo- 
thousundth part of the whole, were mostly small, the largcst not exceeds 
ing the sizo of 8 closed hand; some were recently broken, nnd others ra 
ther polished: they principally consisted of twenty-one species, without 
foreign hodies, or degradation, and here and there of 9 reddish colour, of 
as if burned, 

“ These species comprised different kinds of schists, as enlenreous, urgils 
Aaveous, marly, &e, aud possessed the qunlities peculiar to each, 

When tho gulph vomited this enormous mass, it was covered with a dey 
and very hard ocust of the same mud, over which gue could pans, Judging 
of its size from its dopth, its diameter must have bean twelve feet, Paris 
measure. By the side of it, in the mud, we saw severnl traces of srivll 
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Amongst the sivulets which run to the north through the val» 
lies and into the plain, several receive the name of rivers; some 
of them sun tevwards the noith-cast towaids the Sivache, aud the 
others to the noith-west, into the Black Sea, Amongst the 
foincer, the principal are the Salghir, the Great and Little Cara- 
su, which join to it at about twenty versts from ity moutl: 5 
aud also the Bechterok, Suya, and Burultz, which empty them- 
selvcs into the Salghir; the thee Indales, or Andales, the Su- 
bache, and the Eastem Bulganak, all of which fall into the Si- 
vache, Amongst the small tivers which cmpty themselves into 
the Black Sea, the principal are the Alma, the Catcha, the Bel- 
bek, and the Cabarda, 

With respect to the Salghir, its sources are very remarkable, 





lava of the width of an arshine, which the more fnid matter had probably 
mace ata biter period, On placing the car down in the direction of the 
luge gutph, we could distinctly hear a noise similar to hating and cracking, 
like that of a large covered cauldron, and which, when Twas upou the 
hillock, was still percepuble, notwithstanding the rumbling of an appioach~ 
ing storm. Tcappeas to me very probable, thac a stratum of stone-conl, 
or bituminous sehistus, burus ata considerable depth beneath the isle of 
Tonan, as well cs under a par of the peninsula of Kertsh; that the sen, 
or the watcr ofits pulphs, buving found dhe ineans of penet ating the cayities 
occasioned in scyeral parts fiom the cruptions af this conecntrated focus, 
these must have resulted a mass of vapnurs, ov gas, of several kinds, which 
being once introdverd, have passed, hy their clasticity, dnough the clofts 
ef the upper layers, the old guiphs, and, in shart, every part at which they 
found the léast re.istance, and effected an outlet at the top with a crackin, 
occasioning atthe period of fresh muddy cruptions, the rcouly of which “I 
are treated, as well as the combustion of inflammable gns, Which was of 
short duation, fiom its being speedily condensed by the caternal air, Ag 
soon as the force of the vapours of the fiery stratuni ceased to act upon 
that alove it, because tha vapours themselves had found an outlet, the 
torn and perfurited beds of this stratum would uaturally sink, aud by dicie 

yessure would afford, by menns ef the new opening, ut first n rapid, 
and afterwards a slowcr passage, to the mud, originating from the ashes of” 
the burned stata, aud the sea-water that had pained an admission, Tlenee 
ariceg that saliveprineiple which is found in this alwuys swoln mud ; and the 
smne arguments will account for the appeniance ‘ef the routs of reeds, 
orinhes, which the sca, on introducing itself in the subte aneous space, 
had bronglit with it, and mixed with the raud ; and, Jastly, we may thus 
account for thore fiagments of several species of stones, the strata of 
which were probably lying one upon another, and were perforated and 
broken by the vepours. The singularity of meeting with these rents or 
fractures eeveral times en the hillocks, where the resistance naturally 
appearcd more considerable than on the plain, may be attributed to the 
probability that these Lillocks, having perhups been entirely formed by more 
ancient eruptions, and in conseqneuce having sill internally the focus of a 
pulphy the vapours contd there niure easily find an outlet. Atlenst itappears 
that this is the case beyond a doubt, with respcet to. the gulph of Hae 
abo, aud that of Kull-tepe; ani, erbaps, even the insensible sinking of 
the strata of the isle of Toman is only owing to the gulphs and the interior 
eruppious cared by: the sen, which have thug filled the whole islasd 
with fractures and divisions,” 
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and L had heard so much ahout them, that I was desirous to 
see them, For this purpose [ prorceded to Sultan Mahmouth, 
the residence of Batyr-Aga, a rich Myrza, to whom [ had Tet 
ters of mtroduction: his honse is surrounded by beautiful or- 
chads, through which winds a branch of the Sighir. The 
notes of thousands of birds, added to the murmuring of the wa- 
ters, produced a charming conceit. ‘These birdy all seemed to 
build their nests round the houge; and in the middle of the 
apaiiment, where  Butyr-Aga received us, was a nest of 
swallows, to which the eock and hen passed aud repassed with+ 
out the least alarm at our presence. @u expressing my surprise 
at seing them so tame, my host answered, © they know that T 
do not wish to, burt them, and every year they puuciually return 
to the same nest; I am attached to this spol as well as the 
birds. This gaiden is the result of my owh labour; I planted 
the trees that you see, and thiy water has een conveyed hither 
under my dircetion.” — Batyr-Aga, at the time of my visit, was 
sixty years of age. Several 'Lartars of the environs camo to 
take leave of bia while I was present; which they did by otk 
ing a low bow, hissing the palm of the hand, and then touch+ 
ing the head with it. 

We had scarcely reached Saltan Mahmouth when it began to 
pour with rain; is was the first shower that had fallen in thie 
country during the year, and our host was polite cnongh to ate 
tribute it to our anival, After dinner, he gave us excullent 
horses and a guide lo conduct us to the sources of the Salghir, 

Near the village of Aiau, at the bottom of an enornions 12+ 
vine, surrounded by mountains of caleareous stone, we saw a 
apaciousgrotto, from which the springs of the Salghirissued. ‘he 
light penetrates into this grotto through fissures in the rocks; 
and exhibits a guiph, the edges of which form: ucarly a right 
angle, and do not permit one lo apyyouch in safety to sound it, 
I shuddered when L saw the ‘Fakar, who acted ‘ns our guide, 
walk very unconcerned round the brink af this abyss; for if his 
foot had slipped, he would have perished, without the possibje 
lity_of obtaining assistance. 

‘fo return to the small rivers which wore lately specified : the 
Thountains which give rise to them are too near the sea to entble 
them to be of a considerable size; and thengh they are ine 
creased in winter by the falls of rium the melting of the 
show, they me in summer searecly more ttn little streams rane 
ning over a wide bed of stones, while the traveller passes over 
them almost with dry shoes, though a few days before they were 
strong enough to carry him away. 

"Before 1 speak of the saline lakes, [ shall suy a few words on 
their formation ; and shall refer the ivader for additional parti- 
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culars to the travels of Pallas Iately quoted. ‘They are all se- 
parated from the sea-coust by a bar of low and narrow ‘land, 
composed of broken shelves and gravel. ‘To judge of them 
from their shape, these lakes seem to have been creeks, which 
have been inclosed by the masses of gravel, stone, aud mud, 
thrown up by the violence of storms. ‘I'he evaporation of the 
water is sufficient to crystulize the salt contained in that which 
has been left by the sea. Some of these lakes probably also 
receive saline springs, though, these are not indicnted by any par~ 
ticular motion or current at the surface of the water. 

The salt lakes of Perecop are the richest and most important 
but particularly those known by the names of Staroé-oséro (tha 
Old Lake), and Krasnoé-oséro (the Red Lake); the former, 
which is eighteen versts from Perecop, is oblong, and about 
fifteen or sixteen yersts in circumference, The latter, which is 
nearly two versts from the other, is likewise oblowg, and its cir- 
cumference may be about twenty-four versts, ‘The lakes near 
Jenitché, Koslof, Kertch, and Caffa, are likewise abundantly 
furnished with salt. Near Koslof is a lake which has received 
the name of Sauk, and to which is attributed the virtue of cure 
ing rheumatic pains and other chronic diseases, Persons afflicted 
with these complaints resort to it in summer, and bury them~ 
selves up to the neck in the mud, by which they often obtain 
very great relief, 

Lhe salt is found from the middle of June till August ; during 
which time the heat causes the water of the lakes to evaporate, 
and accelerates the condensation of the saline substance, ‘The 
particles of salt that are formed are skimmed off with wooden 
shovels. The shallowness of the river, and the firm nature of 
the soil, are sufficient to admit carts, drawn by oxen, into the 
middle of the lakes, in which position they are loaded with 
the salt, When the season is favourable, that is to say, when 
there have not been heavy falls of rain, the salt is so abundant, 
that they only fake a third or fourth part of it: it serves for the 
supply of a part of Poland, White Russia, New Russia, the 
Ukraine, and several neighbouing governments, to which it is con- 
veyed by numerous carriages, drawn by oxen. There is also 
exported a considerable quantity to Anatolia and Constantinople. 

There are no considerable forests in the Crimea; the only 
ones to be found extend along the mountains of thé southern 
coast, and the parts where miost large trees graw are between 
Balaclava and Yalta, around the base of the Tchatyrdagh, and 
in the deep ravines which,run towards Uskut; the escarpments 

, of rock, in the circle of Yalta and thereabouts, produce, ot 
the sea-side, a few woods, which muy be reckoned amongst 
highzgrown forests ;‘but the more elevated places are only co- 
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vered with copses or collections of shrubs. In the vallies near 
the high mountains, theres may be found enormous trunks of 
oak, beech, aud elms, which are invaluable for ship-building, 

Amongst the forest-trees of the Crimea may be reckoned the 
pine, the linden-tree, the maple, the alder, two species of oak, 
the elm, the ash, several varieties of poplar, and various species 
of shrubs. : 

Grass-hoppers are numerous in the Crimea, besides the large 
kinds, or those of passage, of which the Crimea hns always 
shared the plague with a part of Africa and Asia, “Chere has 
of late years introduced itself’ the little grass-hopper, with rose~ 
coloured wings, which naturalists call Gryllus Ltalicus, Not~ 
withstanding the rigour of the winter of 1799 and 1400, and 
the north winds, which forced by their violence a great quantity 
of these insects into the Black Sea, they have, nevertheless, in- 
creased to a dreadful extent. . Numerous swarms of them lave 
deprived of their verdure the trees and plants, particularly the 
vine, insomuch that the parts they attack seom as if consumed 
by fire, They deposit their eggs in the ground, aud the next 
season a new race of these destroyers appeus, ‘The number 
of starlings and other birds which are enemies to this insect, 
having diminished in the Crimea, there is little hope of seeing 
them destroyed for several years, unless Nature herself should 
reduce their numbers. 

The inhabitant of the Crimea is firmly convinced, that the 
winters have been longer and more severe in this country since 
its conquest by the Russians. The rigour of those which im- 
mediately followed the acquisition of thut country, doubtless 
contributed to give them such an opinion: the alleration of 
the climate, however, may have been caused by the cutting 
down of the hedges, woods, and gardeus, which was dono by 
the Russian troops, and even by the Tartara themselves, so 
that the cold winds from the noith and cast bad a free passage, 

The temperature of the Crintea is in gencral very variable ; 
the winters are sometimes go mild, that the frost does not lat 
longer than four or five days, and rarely causes Reaumur’s ther. 
mometer to fall below 8 degrees. Such way the winter of 
1795 and 1796, when spring flowers were in full blow ou the 
6th of February. Others, ou the contrary, are long and ii- 
gorous; such were those of 1798, 1799, 1800, 1802, and 1803, 
when, in January, and a great part of February, tho thermos 
mater was at16 and 20 degrees, Snow, however, seldom fally 
in these regions, and never, during a whole winter, so 24 to 
cover the ground to any depth. The other seasons, particu 
dary suinmer, afford similar’ variations, 

Dy 
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The spring generally begins in the month of March, and 
Jasts til the end ‘of May: this is the most agieeable and healthy 
season, Nature appears dressed in her most beautiful colows, 
and a new souyce of pleastire may be said to rise almost at 
every step. Inthe month of June, the very hot weather com- 
mences, and lasts till the end of August ; the verdure then dis 
appears, and the spriugs, rivulets, aud fountains, are dried ap. 
The thermometer of Rewnanr, even in the shade, often rises to 
80 or 31 degrees: ‘the heat, however, is happily modified by 
the sea-breezes, which sel in at ten at noon, and blow till 
six in the evening; while a land-wind succceds in the night. 
Rain and dew are very unusual in this season. A hard winter 
is often followed by» mild and iainy summer; for -the pro- 
longed resting of the snow on the mountains, and the couvey= 
ance of ice from the Sea of Azof, keep the air cool, and furnish 
a constant current of it till the end of May, ‘She barometer 
varies but little ii ordinary summers, anda long Continuance of 
serene weather is then expected. 

From the beginning of August, the nights become mild, and 
the sun's heat diminishes in day-time, ‘The months of October 
aud September are fine, the temperature is moderate, and agree- 
able weather prevails till the middle of November. At the end 
pf this month the cold days begin, accompanied with slight 
fests, and snow falls on the high mountains. ‘fhe autumn. is 
the most dangerous season in the Crimea, on account of inter- 
mittent and remittent ‘fevers, the relapses of which occasion 
chronic and often fatal diseases, through the want of proper 
diet, ag well’ng from negligence or bad treatment. The first 
cnuse of these diseases is bile, which is engendered by the hot 
season, and the inevitable influence of the first attacks of cold; 
the natural consequence of the freshness of the nights and of 
the winds which blow after the end of July, 

The winter is seldom long and rigorous. In December the 
temperature is variable, and after four or five days of frost, fing 
weather often returns, and continues till January, The winds 
change continually, as does the barometer, and a new moon 
generally brings'cither tine weather or storms, The grentest de- 
gree of cold generally ovcurs in February; but a difference of 
climate happens in the Crimea, aceording to the situation of the 
places. ‘There is frlt iv the plains an excess both of heat and 
cold; but rainy are less fieynent there in summer, because the 
banrenuess of the steppes, and the violent winds that pass over 
them, prevent the mort air trom accumulating, and resolving 
itel? into rain, ; 


Ju the mountainous parts, a great difference prevails between 
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the places towards the north, and those that lic along the southern 
shore; notwithstanding the snmll distance hy which they are se- 
parated: offen a heavy and abuudant shower falls on one side 
of the chain of mountains, while on the other, the hot aud 
clear weather remains unaltered ; so that a journey of a few 
hours conveys a traveller from the scorching heat of July to the © 
cold telnpergture of March, pS 
The following is the division of the seasons among the Tare 
tars, The spring begins on St, Gearge’s day, which is the 
“aad of April, anda solemn festival amovpst those people, and 
Jasts till the @2d of June, Their loug summer of forty days, 
which follows, ends on the Ist of August. ‘Chis month docs 
not forin a part of any season, till the 26th, ov which day their 
autumn begins, and terminates in sixty-one deys, or the 26th of 
October, By this period all. the harvests of corn, grapes, &e 
are finished, and the ‘Tartars make bargains for the sale’of their 
produce, and obiain new teases + the thirty-six davs whieh follow, 
are the fore-runners of their great winter, which begins on the 
Ist of December, and lasts sixty-six days, or GI the 4th of (oe. 
bruary, To the remaining tw enty-fonr of this month they give te 
name of Gudehuk-ai. The other fifty-three days, from dhe ist 
of ‘March to the 23d of April, form thir graud festival, or 
Kédrelds, which ends on St. George's day; und this period 
does not make a part of any season, Lt is remarked at this pe- 
riod, by the Lwlare, that ukere are thee cold epochs ¢ they are 
tolerably accurate in their observation, and distinguish these vie 
riations of cold, by the dppellutions of the winter of the old 
woman, that of the awallows, ad that af che lapwines, 
Niiture has not refused the Ciimea any of the advantages that 
may be derived from its poshion; gina is rather scuree in 
that country, though the forests dford a retrent to great num 
bers of goats, haves, and deer,‘ Che meadows, aid even the 
mountains, all finish excellent asttiage, Phe numerous 
orchards abou! indelicions (ruits; and the vineyads produce very 
good wine, Plunts ave as various in the Crimen ag the districts 
which compose it are by their situation, the qualities of their 
soil, und the nature of the air. "This fertility is not owing ens 
tirely to the gooduess of the land, but also to the happy tempe- 
tature of the climate, which fucilitates the growth af several 
trees and shrubs, which are peculiar to hot countries. Lin 
the orchards grow black and other echerry-trees, peaches, 
apricots, almouds, mulherry and other wilnut-trers, quinces, 
service-trees, cornil-trees, micdlars and filberts. Abandoned, as 
one may say, to the care of Nature, they yet’ afford abundance 
of fruit of a good quality, so that, by a cuielul cultivation, they 
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might, in 2 few years, increase theiy success; and a great part 
of the produetions of distant countries might be advantageously 
incorporated amongst them. In the hitchen-gardens the Tartars 
cultvate melons, cucumbers, gourds, eabbages, carrots, red and 
white beet-root, beaus, peas, garlic, and a quantity of onions. 

Resides the abundance of useful culinary vegetables produced 
in the Crimea, Nature has been equally Jiberal in granting it 
plenty of medicinal and dying substances, as well ax some which 
are excellent for tanning. 

Besides which, ryo, baley, and oats, as well as millet and 
maize, which is every where cultivated, the Crimea possesses a 
number of useful objects which are peculiar to several places. 
There is found in profusion, on the plains of Caffa and IKertch, 
the dtriper laciniata, whieh, when bunt, affords excellent soda. 
In the environs of Aluchta and Uskut, the vatlies abound with 
hemp and flax of the best quality; and Virginia tobacco is cul- 
tivated with great success. Madder grows in the low grounds 
about Inkerman, and woad and saffron are collected on the 
mountains and in the vallies of the southern coast. Between 
Yalta and Aluchta you mect with the dgnus castus, in Russia 
called the wild pear-tree, it consequence of the acid taste of the 
fiuit resembling that of the pear; and in the woods of Yalta 
are numerous shrubs of sumach, or the vinegar-tree. "The tur- 
pentine tree grows in the gardeus near Sudagh, along the Alma, 
and spontancously in the southern vallics. The diospivos, or 
Lotus of Linnwus, appears in the gardens between Balaclava 
and Aluchta; while the arbutus springs up from the chasms of 
the steepest: rocks. Near Deickoi, are the only two chesnut- 
trees in the Crimea; the vallies of Aluchta, ds if proud of their 
Taurels, divide with some others the possession of the olive, wal- 
nut, pomegranate, and fig-trees, The clayey mountains of 
Sudagh are covered with caper-trees ; while in the vallics, the 
vine, sustained by propping or resting against trees, affords red 
and white wines of an excellent quality. 

The animal kingdom is uot very abundant in the Criméa, 
Amongst the tame or fallow beasts, and marine animals, are 

oats, deer, wolves, foxes, badgers, civet-cats, and hares; 
while the Black Sea, and thnt of Azof, abound in porpoises 
aud sca-calves. : 

The domestic animals are dromedaries, horses, buffaloes, 
oxen, cows, goats, several specics of sheep, and a large kind 
of greyhounds, which are much esteemed for the chace. I have 
got one of these animals, which was presented to me by Atay- 
Mirza: it is one of the most beautiful I ever saw. 

The Crimea does not contain a great variety of birds; 
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amongst them, however, are the Alpine, and Egyptian vultures, the 
gashawk of passage, the kite, magpie, the blackbird, the partridge, 
the woodcock, the swallow, the thiush, the quail, the lark, the 
nightingale, the wren, the goldinch, the tit, and the sparrow. 
"There are likewise, quantities of bustards in all the plains. ‘The 
heron is found near the rivers, as are wild ducks and other water 
fowl ov the sea-shore, Several varieties of birds of passage 
also appear in the Crimen at different pariods. 

The fresh waters of this country coutain a small species of 
Darbel, as well as eels and excellent trout. The sea that envi- 
rons the peninsula abounds in fish, of which several species ave 
yet unknown to the inhabitants, for waut of proper instruments 
to eftch them; so that the people have hitherto not much cm- 
ployed themselves in this brauch of economy. ; 

The principal fish are sturgeon, mullet, mackarel, sardiuias, 
pilchards, and several other species not generally known. One 

Articular kind of sea-fish is a soul of burt or bret, which ix of 
a. considerable size, and is caught in the Black Sea and tnt of 
Azof, The testaceous fish in the rivers are lobsters; in the 
sea are found crabs, craw-lish, oysters, muscles, cockles, peri- 
winkles, &e. 

Reptiles are uot uumrousin the Crimea, A few sei pents ave 
found on the mountains, of the species called Coluber juculatar 3 
but the asp and viper are very rare. There are several spucies 
of lizards and frogs, as well as fresh-water turtle. 

The Crimea does not contain a great variety of insects. ‘The 
bee is alone worthy of mention, as the inhabitants lave mune 
roug swarms, The hiuttul insects me the tarantula, the scor- 
pion, and the scolopendra. 

The air of the Crimea ia generally wholesome, being pure, 
dry, and-light; all the places are sufticiently clevated above the 
level of the sea, in consequence of which there are no marshes 
of stagnant water; while the teriaqueous vapours ae purified 
and dissipated by the continual wins. Neveitholiss, some parts 
of this country are supposed to be unhealthy, ‘The only spots, 
however, which in reality are so, are the moist vdlies thal are 
coveredwith wood, like that of Catcha, of Katshas ue mushes of 
Tacklik, to the east of Caffas the enviions of the souecs of the 
Great Cara-sou, and particularly the law grounds car tnkermun, 
As to the canton of Sivache, the mephitic exhalations whieh riso 
theie, sre considered at Perevop as un antidute to inteunittent 
and temittent feveis, 

‘The mountainous distiicts are the most healthy, on account 
of their exposure, and the purity of ther wats, Lhe cate 
tons of Koslof and Kertch are picfeared to all others, 
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In the plains there is a general starcity of water, in conse« 

uence of the nature of the sol, which being flat and even, 
achnits of the passage of the clouds and vapours towards the sca, 
The nakedness of the land alyo becomes a season of its dryness, 
Because the air which covers it being easily rarified, causes the 
clouds to rise. Storms are very rave, as the clonds are in ge- 
neral altracted by the high mountains; when, however, they do 
occur, they are tenible, though of short dation, aud ave almost 
always followed by violent falls of hail and sain. 

In the plain, the water of wells is often brackish, sometimes 
insipid, and coutains, according to the nature of the soil, mare 
or less saline particles, ‘That of the small risers and rivulets, 
is geneially thich, and has a bad taste, which arises omy the 
muddy bottoms, together with the too gicat equality of the land, 
that prevents it fiom running freely, and renders it almost stag~ 
nant. The rivers are deep o1 shallow, according to the seasons. 
Inthe hot months of summer they me almost dried up; but 
in spring and autunn they have a shong cuent: their banks ave 
dy sume parts stoney, and in others they consist of clay to a great 
exteut. The heavy rains occasion frequent overflowings : at 
such times the water is brackish, but does not contain any 
hurtful puuticles, and on the whole is pure and agreeable. The 
Salyhn, however, aud afew of the sivulets, always hold some 
farta‘ous principles. The cantons of Koslof aud Kertch are 
famous for the salubrity of their water, 

The winds from the north and north-east may be considered 
asthe most regular, as they pass over smooth plains: where the 
meet with no obstacle to their passage, they blow always weit 
impetuosity, and cary with them snow and frost in winter; 
while in summer, by blowing in the same direction, they serve 
to refresh and purify the air, and may be regarded as a particular 
benefit of natme. All theother winds change their force and 
direction so often, that they may he called inconstant: some 
of them have many distinctive qualities, except those fiom 
the north-west, which are often impetnous, particularly in que 
tun, Thesky then becomes disturbed, and a singular degree 
of heat 1s spread through the atmosphere, which mereases as 
Tong as the wind lasts. Another of its qualitics is itseextreme 
dsyuess; in fet, it_has all those which are peculiar to the dan- 
gtious Lot winds of Egypt and other puts of Asia; but the 
degree of heat which this wind occasions is udt so considerable in 
the Crimea, tion are its consequences 90 fatal; this amelioration 

robably proceeds from the passuge of the wind across the 
Black Sea, veh 
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‘What is still more worthy of observation is, a variable Kind of: 
wind, peculiar to the district of Bulaclava, and other purts of 
the southern coast. Like the sea-breezes, it begins with violened, 
and ceases ina short time, It most frequently occurs after sun- 
set, and nevertheless produces a remarkable heat, with a strong 
smell in the ais: it generally blows from the south. M. Pallaé 
thinks it is produced by the sulphurcous vapours of inflammable 
substances which are concealed in the abysses near the sen, : 


nape 
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POLITICAL STATE OF THE CRIMEA.—SUMMARY OF ITS 
HISTORY FROM THE TIME OF 1Ts CONQUEST By THB 
RUSSIANS. ‘ 


For the space of 2300 years the Don has formed the recog- 
nised boundary between Europe and Asias and the vast coutitry 
through which it runs, has in every age been the scite of the 
most sanguinary wars. The people of the east, having become 
too numerous and too indolent to increase the productions nes 
cessary for thoir subsistence, gradually-extended themselves to 
the westward, in search of new establishments, 

On meeting to the right with parts intersected by foresty, 
lakes, aud marshes, while to the left was the Bluok: Sea, they 
advanced in crowds towards the countries watered by the Don; 
One horde was soon followed by another in the precarious pos 
session of those meadows, 60 often covered with blood, and’ tho 
conquerors were expelled in their tun by new colonists, who 
passed the river in the same direction, Such was the ancient 
state of the plains contiguous to the Crimea, 

According to M, Sestrenovioz, the Tauridans, or aborigingd 

Af the mountainous part of Trurida, were the firat inhabitants 
of the Crimea; and about 1700 years before our sara, an Anite 
zonian queen led her warriors beyond the Tatinis, the angient 
name of the Don, and instituted im Taurida sucrificesin honour 
of Mars and Diana, : 

Almost all authors, however, agree, that the Cimmerians of 
Cimbrians were the most ancient inhabitants of the Crimea, 
‘They were a part of the wandering Celts, who resided in Earape’ 
between the Pontus Muxinug an tha Baltic. The ‘Seythinns, 
expelled from the north of Persia by Ninus, king of Assyria,; 
took possession of all the country which bears their name; but 
they could not entirely drive the Cimmeyians from. their terrie 
tory; for these people, after resigning to them the fut country, 
took refuge on, the neighbouring mountaiis, and assuined the’ 
natne of Taurinions, or Tauridans. Hence the Greeks ged to 
call Tauro-Scytitians those who inhabit the tongue of land comm 
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pprised between the gylph of Careinites and the mouth of the Bo« 
yisthenes: they also called those who wore in the Crimea by the 
same Hane. . beiy < 
, The establishments of the Greeks in the Crimea, were as 
ly asthe sixth century before the Christian ara. - The Mile- 
gians built there Ponticapronm, or’ Bosphorus, which is now 
Kertsh, ond Theodosia, now Cafla. The Heracleots of the 
“Koxine, sailed towards those places in conjunction with the 
Delians of the noithern coasts af Asia Minor, aud built Cherson 
on the territory of the Taurinians. ‘The commerce of the Greeks 
with that comtry soon became very flourishing. : f 
The invasion of Darius may be considered as the period of the 
foundation of foreign colonies in the Crimea, ‘Phe inhabitants 
of Asia Minor, subjects of his Persian majesty, who composed 
his naval army, had sufficient time to exanine the consts of the 
Black Sea, and formed the design of establishing themselves on 
such points as 2ppeared to them most advantageous. 
. Jn the year 480 before the vulgar era, the Archw-Anaktides 
founded at Bobphoins, aud in some other towns towards the 
mouths of the ‘Ruben, 4 moundrehical state, the throne of which 
40 years afterwards io a new dynusty, in the person of 
partacus. These new monarchs, though of Thracian origin, 
according to all appearance, liked the Grcehs, particularly the 
Athenians, and governcd them ‘witli mildness: they drove the 
Scythians from the peninsula of the Kertsh, took possession of 
‘Theodosia, and extended their other possessions on the Kuban. 
‘About 180 years before our cra; the Sarmatians, or Syro- 
medes, originally of Media, having exterminated the Scythian, 
the Taurinians gradually established thelr dominion over the whole 
of the peningula, and molested thekingdom of Bosphorus,as well as 
the independent state of Cherson. hese tivo opulent towns fell 
a prey to the rapacity of those barbarians, who levied on them 
enormous contributions; and when their demands were not 
. « complied with, they committed the most horrible excesses, 
« ‘These vexatiqns continued till the beginning of the century 
which preceded the Christian aa. In the year 81 before 
Christ, Mithridates, king of the’ Euxine, having already subju- 
gated Bosphorus and Cherson, conquered the Taurinians, and 
thys became master of the whole Crimea: with a view of in- 
suring the aie this conquest, hé sent into Scythia two 
trikes pf: Sarmatians, who inhabited the town of Tauros or 
hbropolis; one of them was called Yazique, and ithe other 


i Mithridates. enjoyed hiss conquest uubout sixteen years,’ when 
ibe besieged in ‘his capital by ie gn 
if ; 


heli congnerad by: 
son, aud his arty Dy re Mng, rendering it impossible for-him: 
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to accomplish the noble designs he had conceived aguinst Rome Mu 
his grent soul preferred deuth to humiliation. ‘ : 

Tt was at this period alone that the Romans la bes far the 
first time in the Chimes. ‘The difficulty of defending this coun. 
try, determined them to cede to Pharnaces, the rebel son’ of 
Mithiidates, the crows of Bosphorus. Pompey only excepted 
from this ecssion the town of Phanagerin, which he erected? 
junto a republic, to reconipense it for having given to ‘the other 
towns of the Bosphorus the fist exmuple of infidelity towards’ 
their Jegithnate sovereign. \ aR 2 

In the thst century of our aa, the Aluins perictrated into the, 
Cumen. rendered tributary the iugs of the Bosphorus, and, 
about dhe year 62, suceecded in exterminating the Toyriniats, 
The dominion of these now musters lasted ucarly 150 yeurs. : 

Towaids the middle of the second ceatary the Scythinns, 
already known by the name of Gaths, supplmted the Alains: it, 
was dwing their domiuation, under the reigns of Diocletion and 
Constantine, that Christimity was iutradaced into the Crimea, 
There were several bishoprics erected from time to time, at! 
Cherson, at Bosphoms, and nmongat the Goths. "fhe Jatter 
were forced to submit to the Uuus iv 957; but they retained 
their habitations amongst the mountains, where some Alains 
also remained, and in, the peninsula of Kertsch: they there had 
their particular kings, who were Christians; lint towards the ond 
of the fomth century, the Kingdauta of Bosphoras was cntitely’ 
abolished. ‘ 

With respect to the ovigia of the Huns first mentioned, it 
scens lost tn the earliest peviods of antiquity. They once oc- 
eupied, and perhaps originally, a vast extent of dry and bayrey 
country to the north of the grat wall of China; but the‘ valow 
of the Huns estended the limits of theny‘stntes, and their chiefs, 
who were known by the name of Tanjoux, wore successively 
the conquerors aud sovereigns of 2 formidable empire.’ Haying 
been overcome and dispeised, two niimerous divivions of these’ 
daring exiles took different routes, onc towards the Osus, snd the 
other towards the Volga. ‘The Huns had a brown complexion 
a flat nose, small cyes, and scarcely any beard, ‘These tharace 
ters are still peculiar to the Mongoles aud Toogusians; but’ 
particularly the want of beard. : Ree 
+ The fall of the Uhms having fullowéd the death of Anila, the. 
Ongyos or Unngttians, entered the Crimea in 404,‘ and oncupied 
the southein const of the peninsula. ‘It was thé devcendants of 
those Hugarians, who, after that‘periad, dver-ran the plains of 
the Crimea, under the nancs of Ultziagres, and Ultziugnres; 
hut 679, they were constrained, like the rest of their mation, to! 
aubmit ta the Chazares, who afterwards subdued tbe Gotlis of the 
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& mountains, -and the Greek towns. Chazare, in the Sclavonina 
forigue, has the same meaning as métangste in Greek, which is 
enignant. The Greeks gave this epithet to a Sarmatian tribe, 
which had separated from that of thé Yazigues, residing to the 
east and west of the Palus Maeotis, when Mithridates trang 
planted them into Scythia. It is worthy of remark that the Yazi~ 

es having emigrated towards the Danube, and established 
themselves between that river and that of Theisse, took the name 

« of Métanastes, oe 

In 840, the Emperor Theophilus erected a province under the 
name of Cherson, and reunited in that government all the Greek 
towns of the Crimea, and the Tsikic, or Kuban; for those peo- 
ple, who were tributaries of the Chazares, aknowledged as their 
sovereign the emperor of Byzantium, he Jews were at this 
time very numerous in the Crimea. 

, In 889, the Petchenegues, or Kanglis, expelled the Hunga- 
yians from the Crimea, and their other possessions, and formed 
on them a powerful reptiblic. Towards the middle of the 
eleventh century, they were driven out in their tun by, the 

| Polovres or Comanians, who, it is fair to presume, were ori- 
ginally Huns, ag well as the Petchenegues; the Comanians then 
established themselyes in the eninsula, and permitted the Genoese 
to take possession of it, 

About the same period, the town of Sugdaia, or Soldaya, now 
called Sudagh, acquired such great importance on account of 
ite commerce, that it gave its name to all the territory that the 
Greeky posseased in the Crimea, which was called Sugdnia, or 
Soldania, Til} the year 1204, it acknowledged the sovereignty 
of the Greek emperor, but if finished by shaking off its alle+ 
giance to the empire *of Constantinople: its own princes were 

-alterwards exterminated by the.Ottomans, as well as those of 
Theodori, or Inkerman, and Gothia, or Mangut, 

In 1287, the Mongholes or Tartarg subjugated and destroyed © 
the Gomanians. At this time some 'Turtar princes, provided 
With some appendages, and taking the title of Ulugh Bey, spread 
themselves over the flat country with their horde, and continued 
ip it till towards the 883d yenr of the Hegira, or 1478 of the 
Wlgar ya at which period Menguely Guerni Khan founded, 
With the protection of the Ottoman Porto, what way properly 
galled the kingdom of the Crimea, Tha Greeks, and other in 

ebithnts of the Crimea, paid the Monghales the same tribute 

is was received hy,the Comuniaus. In the first yearkof the dow 

inion of the, Tarts, a great numbey of Teherkassey, or Cire 
cassfana, came,and getiled in the Qrimes, ‘Till 1883, Kertuh 
femgined vubject,t6,a prince of thatmationjand as the Mongigiles 
carkied on a, considerable trade, with the town of Krini, all the 
Pehinsula took that name, partieularly the castew part, which 
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still retdins it. As long as the Romans were masters of Con- i 
stantinople, the toyus of Krim, Tamanna, now Macriga, and 
Azof or Tama, also carried on a considerable trade, in which the 
Venetions were principally engaged; but wher the omperor 
Michael Paleologue, hy a treaty made with the Genoese, in the 
year 1061, granted them an exemption from the usual custom 
duties, or tolls, throughout Greece, and the liberty of navigating 
the Black Sea, they began to monopolize the commerce of (he 
Crimen, to the exclusion of the Greeks and the Romans, 
They likewise enjoyed nearly all the advantage that arose from 
the sanguinary wars that took place in consequence of this 
monopoly; and they rebuilt, with the permission of the Khan of 
the Mongholes, the town of Caffe, which they mtade the centre 
of their trade: this soon became so considerable, that it gavo 
its name to the peninsula for a time. By degrees the Genoese 
effected the conquest of Soldaya, or Sudagh, and Combula, or 
Balaclava. ‘hey paid, indeed, a tribute to the Mongholes, 
while the latter were powerful; but as soon as their intestine 
divisiotis began to weaken them, the Genoese shook off the 
yoke, and the princes of the flat country were for the most part 
elected and disposed of according to their will, 

At this epoch, the commerce of India with the Crimea, and 
the neighhouring countries, was divided into two branches; one of 
which passed by the Amon, or Oxus, the Caspian Sea and As~ 
trachan, and terminated at Tana or Azol; while the other went 
by way of Bagdat and Tauritz, to Trebizond and Sevastopol, 
‘Tana, though in submission to the Mongholes, belonged to the 
Gengese und the Venetians, who had consuls vt ‘Trebizond and 
Sevastopol. ‘The Genoese, in fact, had extended their com~ 
merce by Jarid as far us Chinas and hod obtained from king 
Leon the privilege of wading in all the provinces of Armenia, 
from the Black.to tha Caspian Sen. 

Genon had reeovered herself with much diffeulty from the 
evils caused by her war with she republic of Venice; und being 
obliged'to let the Venetians enjoy a complete liberty of com- 
merce in hor colony at Tana, sho found them soon afterwards 
conclude a treaty with the Sudan of Egypt, which did her 
great injury. The Genoese colony, therefore, opened another 
branch of commerce in Bulgaria; and whenLana or Azof, consed 
to belong exclusively to the Venetians, by ‘passing under the-do- 
mination of tho Mongholes, the Genoese madu it again the 
entrepdt of their merchandize, 
» In 1775, the Genoese power was ennibilated in the Crimen. 
The Turks, at the daa of the Tarlars, (the acts of injustice 
eeited by the Gonoose having excited the Tartars against 

engiely Guerai, who protected that avaricious colony%, took 
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possession of Caffa, Soldaya, Combalo, and even of Ton on 
the Don. These new conquerors put an end, at the stune time, | 
to the principalities of Gothia and Theodosia, established gar- 
risons in the chief towns, pasticnlarly in those situated on the 
coast, and thus held in check the Khans of the Crimea. Nover- 
theless the latter were rather the allies than the subjects of the. 
Porte, till 1584, when it succeeded in appointing thom ttuelf, o 
at least, in confirming them, when they were 80 tash as to dis- 
pense with its nomination. The Ottomans at first sent to Catfx 
a sandjag, and afterwards a beglierbey, who governed all these 
possessions in the Crimea on the Don; and finally, on the 
hanks of the seq of Azof:—they also placed » strong garrisow in 
that town, to keep the khano m awe, as by this menns they 
closed the entrance of the Black Sea to all other European na= 
tions; commerce was almost annihilated, and the whole expor- 
tation from the different ports of the Crimea, did not consist of 
any thing but slaves and the productions of the conutry. 

Mahomet IL, having assured himself of the devotion towardy 
him of Menguely Guerai, nppointed him khan of the Crimea, 
in the 88d year of the Hepira, (1478-9) after making him sigis 
a treaty, by which he recognised the foudality of the Crimea to 
the Ottoman empire. When the sovereignty of the peninsula 
passed to Menguely Guerai, there were not many ‘Tartars 
amongst its inhabitants; but the wars which he carried on with 
them on the banks of the Volga, afforded him an opportunity 
to bring with him into the Crimea, several thousand Nogays, 
who were obliged to establish themselves in that country. Ilig 
succesgois used the same means to people the Kuban, and the 
territories situated between the Don and the Niester, 

The Khans of the Crintca, #8 has already been shewn, were 
rather the ullies than the subjects of the Poite; but in 1584, 
Mahomet Guerai having ded to disobey the grand seignior, 
the Sultan Keniad nominated another khan, and sont the grand 
vizier, at the head of an army to punish the disobedience of 
Mahomet, and to cause the new sovereign to be acknowledged. 
Since that epoch, the khans have often been deposed, aud some~ 
times recalled to the throne, according to the caprice of the 
grand seignior, till at length they were ‘entirely subjected to 
his controul. But though the Porte had the privilege of raising 
whomsover it pleased to the throne, it always regaided the re-, 
commendation of the khan, who might appoint a successor 
previous to his death. ; 

Amongst the khans who reigned successively, we ought to 
distinguish Ghari Gueraj, the ninth khan, Islam Guerai, the 
seventeenth, and Hadgi Selim Gueial, the nineteenth. Unger 
the vetgn of this last, the Venetians im vain endeavoured ta 

* recover theit commercial influence in the Crimea: twa ‘yess 
e 
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gels richly Jaden, though’ furnished with a firman of the 
Gaand Selgnior, ‘were stopped in the harbour; the Divan be- 
ing in league with the tustom-house officers, took into consi- 
deration the motives which they alleged in their defence, and, 
notwithstanding the money that was received, it prohibited to 
the Venetians the navigation of the Black Sea, This Selim 
Guerai having beaten, in one campaign, the Austrians, Musco- 
vites, and Polonesc, saved the standard of the Mahometan re- 
Jigions which was on the point of being cairied off, and re-csta~ 
Dblished the affairs of the Ottoman empire, which were falling 
into decay, the Janissavies wanted to raise him to the throne of 
Constantinople; but he refused to ascend it by using treason as 
the means: he therefore contrived to appease the sedition of 
the Janissaries; while the only recompence which he demanded 
of the Grand Scignior was, to make a pilgrimage to Mecca: 
this he obtained, and by it acquired the ttle of Lladgi, or Pil- 
rim, which ig borne by all the Mahometans who make a 
journey to the tomb af the Prophet. Le enjoyed, till his death, 
the greatest respect in Turkey; and the Porte, out of gratitude 
for his services, declared that his descendants hlone should be 
raised to the throne of the Crimea ; which was afterwards scrupu- 
Jously observed, : 
. U11711, under Devict Guerai, the twenty-fourth khan, Peter 
the Great, blockaded by the Turks and the Tuitars, reduced, ih 
short, toextremities, and not being able to procure provisions, 
offered a cousiderable sum to the grand vizier, and thus suce 
ceeded in saving his army, by concluding a teaty, in conseynence 
of which he engaged to restore Azof. c 2 
The incursions of the Tavlara having determined the empress 
Anne, to declare war against the Cirand Seignior, in 1796, ag 
sovereign of the Crimen, the Marshal de Munich, at the head of 
a Russian army, penotrated into this peninsula, and put it lite- 
rally to fire and sword. ‘The following year Marshal do Tasel 
burnt the town of Carasubusa, and a great number of Tartar 
villages; he entered the Crimea in the following spring, but the 
gevastations of the last campaign forced him to make a rotro~ 
grade movement. ' 
_ An 1757, Alim Gnorei, the thirty-fouith khan, having aug 
imented the taxes and duties imposed on the Noways, they ct 
gendered a ‘dislike to him; and, shortly afterwards, he violated 
the fundamental laws of those Tartas, by appointing one of bis 
sons seraskier of ‘the horde of Budjak, to ihe prejudice of thy 
brothers of the deceased: at last, other vexatious induced the 
Ni ones to revolt. Krim Guerai, whose character will presently 
be escribed, profited by these arrangements, and the manhor 
in Which he paved the way to the throue proved the extent of hid 
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genius, the greatness of his courage; and the fertility of his re. 
sources, Onattaining his end, he shewed the greatest attachment 
towards Alym, and the other deposed sultans, was good and atfabla 
towards the poor, and haughty and imposing towards the great; 
he wag, nevertheless, just and liberal to all, He has been re 
proached only for too great a degree of soverity, and for being 
subject to suddeu auger; but it iy a fact, that the good qualities 
of this prince surpassed all his faules. wens 

Deprived of his empire in 1764, it was reatored to him within 
four years afterwards by the Porte, who repented having taken 
itfrom him. War having broker out between-Turkey and Rus- 
sta, Krim Guerai, at the head of an army of fifty, thousand Tar- 
tas, and one hundred and twenty thousand Turks, made an in 
cursion into New Servin, and ravaged the whole country: his 
army, however, composed.of Asiatics, was almost entirely de- 
atroyed by-the severity of the climate, Having arrived'at Bender, 
and finding himself afficted with hypochondriacal complaints, a 
Greek physician administred to him a potion, the effect of which 
justificd but too well the suspicions entertained of the hand 
which had prepased it, Krim Guerai died two days after having 
swallowed the draught: he was filty-five years of age, and‘had 
reigned seven of them: never was there a khan move beloved 
by the Tartars, nor was tliere, perhaps, any one who rherited 
better their esteem. ’ 

The two successors of Krim Guerai, were almost' as soon 
deposed as elected; the war continned its ravages, and thé 
Russian armies were crowned with laurels. Tho Prince Dolgo+ 
ruky being dispossessed of the Crimea in 1771, the Empress, 
with the consent of the Tartars, placed the young Saheb Guerai 
upon the throne. The new soveroign, in union with tha wislies 
of his people, renounced all alliance with the Porte, aud tlie 
kingdom of Crimea »was declared independent, under the pro» 
tection of Russia, his new ally. The yeur following, Sahels 
ceded to the empress the towns.of Kertch, Jénikalé, ond Kil» 
buyun on the Nieper. 

Mustapha IIL, who reigned:at the time, was anxious to destroy 
tiese new alliances, and with that view set up several klians; bat 
not being ina condition-to sypport their olaims, he attempted a 
reconciliation with Saheb, which last was disgraced'at the court 
of St*Petersburgh foy the intrigue, and his brother Devlet was 
putin his place, who also, by new intrighes, whs gained: over 
from the side of Russia. At length, in 1774, the trenty of 


_ Cajnardgi was concliided, which settled the indepentlence of tlle 


Crimea... By this treaty Russia remained: mistress of Kertth, of 
Vénikel’, and of Kilburuny and the Porte allowed a free naviga¥ 
Hon. invall. the seasdependent onthe: Ottoman'states, In the dime 


REVOLUTIONS IN THE CRIMEA. 4} 


treaty was stipulated the independence of the ‘Tartars, and the 
liberty of their chusing 2 sovereign for themselves from among 
the descendants of Gengis Khan. 

* Tn the treaty of Menguely Guerai with Mahomet IT. tha 
contracting powers could only stipulate by virlue of their respec- 
tive rights, ‘The power of deposing the khan, which was s3- 
sumed by the grand seignior, did not strike at the independence 
of that nation. T'o declare a country to be free which has never 
been otherwise, ia the first step towards its subjugation, Ilence 
the pretended independence of the Turtara made them imme- 
diately subservient to Russia. 

The treaty of Kainardgi reserved to the Grand Seignior at all 
times the spiritual supremacy, aud the udiministration of laws 
devolved to the caliphs, as well ay the investiture of the khan, 
which last’ was, at his accession, to notify his nomination to the 
two cotrts, to order public prayers to be made for the Grand 
Seignior in all the mosques; to receive from the cadilesker of 
Constantinople the Munacelch or patents of the eadies (judges) ; 
and lastly, to cause money to be coined with the impression of 
the Ottoman Sultan, Sahab was graciously aceepted, having 
been contirmed khan by the empress; and the Grand Seignior 
sent him soveral insignia of royalty, 

Nevertheless, the numerous party of Bevict Guerai knew too 
well how to profit by the natural inconstancy of dispostion of 
the Tartars; whose discontent at_secing the pringipal places of 
the Crimca in the hands of the Russians, occasioned them to 
revolt agaiust their new sovereign, ‘who having Med to Constan- 
tinople, Deviet Guerai was re-elected khan by the Tartars, 
and soon after received the insignia of investiture from the Grand 
Scignior, Russia'did nat delay her interference 5 she seconded 
the ambitious views of Chahyn Guerai, brother of the last 
khav, with an armed force, xh at the head of the ' Nogais, 
attacked Deviet. ‘fhe two parties came to a battle; that of 
Chabyn supported by the Russians, gained a complete vietory, 
and Devlet was about to solicit assistance from Constantinople, 
when the empréss having advaneed with a new army, under 
the pretest of maintaining’ the treaty of Kuainnrdgi, the Porte, 
which was not in a condition lo allow of a rupture, abandoned’ 
Devlet, established Chahyn, and the peace was considered by 
the two powers as not having been broken. 7 

Chahyn was desirous to introduce among his troops , the 
‘European discipline, of which he-felt the superiority; he esinh- 
lished the revenue of his kingdom without regarding the discone 
tents occasioned hy the rulers; expressed 2 too marked predilec~ 
tion, for the manners of the Russigns, and of the Chvistians 3 
and,thenge drew upon himself the hatred of his subjects, Jens 
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lous of the preference which he seemed to give to strangers, 
parties were formed, ambition soon gave them chiefs, and the 
disaffected were to be found even in the family of Chahyn bin- 
self, Russia, whom a revolution had deprived of her influence 
in the Crimea, did not fail to take advantage of these tronbles, 
and to support the prince who was her own creature. The 
Porte, after having in vain urged the act of independence by 
which the Tartars wore made free of the interfereuce of the 
neighbouring states, at length determined, on her side, to sup~ 
port the party opposed to Chahyn Guerai. 

The Rusgians cut the Tartars to pieces at one of their posts 
near Batchismai, took Caffe from them, and defeated at Bala- 
clava, Selym Khan, who had been recalled by the Grand Scignior, 
The whole Crimea then submitted again to Ghahyn, and the 
Porte was compelled to acknowledge bim as khan. 

Chahyn, however, experienced a cruel interference and op. 
position from his protectors; the marshal Suwurof received or- 
ders to banish into different parts of the empire all the Greck 
and Venetian families which were to be found in the Crimea, 
and a great number of those unfortunate people perished, from 
the rigour of the winter in that climate. 

In 1779, the cabinet of Versailles made use of its power with 
the Porte to cause it to sign articles explanatory of the treaty of 
Kainardgi, the principal of which were: ‘The absolute confir- 
mation of that treaty; The consent on the part of Russia, that 
the khan elected independently by the Turtars, should ‘convey to 
the sultan the proces verbal of his election, to the end of having 
his confirmation as to the spiritual supremacy: The engagement 
on the part of Russia to withdraw its troops, &c. &e. 

In the month of December 1781, the Crimea was reduced 


~ to the most dreadful state of calamity, Since the insurrection 


of the Christian subjects, the cultivation had been almost totally 
neglected, and the population wasalready considerably diminished. 


Some new revolts having occurred in the Kuban, and among 


the Nogais, all the ports in the Black Sen were blockaded by 
ifie Russians, whose operations were directed by the khan. These 
traahles and continual disorders in the interior, furnished the 
empress with a specious pretence to possess herself altogether of 
the Crimea and of the Kuban, The prince Potemkin, charged 
with that important affair, completed it with as much address 
88 good fortune, in the beginning of the year 1783, Ghahyn 
Gnerai abdicated the throng, and ceded the Crimea, the Kuban, 
and the Isle of ‘Taman, to the Empress Catharine, By a new 
ireaty made at Constantinople, the 10th of June 1788, peace 
was concluded between ‘Russia and Turkey, and the empresy 
confirmed in the quiet enjoyment of her new posspesions, 
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Thus disappeared the’remnant of the empire of the Mogols, 
the most powerful and extensive which had, perhaps, ever ex- 
isted on the face of the globe. . 

In 1451, the empire of Quaptchag, which made a part of 
that of Gengig Khan, was entirely dissolved, and its wreck 
formed several mighty: kingdoms; such as Quaptchaq, properly 
called Kasan, Astracan, and the Crimea. ~hese kingdoms have 
heen successively absorbed by the growing power of Russia, 
which, until that epoch, had been tributary to the khan of 
Quaptchaq ; such are the changes and vicissitudes in empires, 
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OFTHE TEMPLES OF DIANA, AND OF ORESTEON 1N TAU- 
RIDA.—-OF TILE CHERSONGSIAN REPUBLIC, OR THAY OF 
CHERSONESUS IN THE CRIMEA.—AND OF TIE PRINCI+~ 
PAL TOWNS AND MOUNTAINS IN THAT COUNTRY. 


Tue magnanimous conduct of Orestes and Pylades claimed 
the admiration of all who were witnesses of their noble deeds. 
The Taurians were so much pleased that they presently forgot 
the insult offered to their goddess, or at least they remembered. 
it only to do honour to the memory of those illustrious stranger's : 
they erected a temple to them: under the »ame of the Temple of 
Oresteon, {t followed that the arts transmitted to posterity the 
recital of the events which had occasioned its erection, An in- 
scription of the circumstances was engraved on a column of 
brass, and the principal events depicted on the walls of tho 
gallery which surrounded the edifice; which painting, in fresco, 
asted until the time of Lucian, who died in tho 198d year of 
the Christian sera, i 

The Taurians had in themselves the seeds of those sublime 
virtues which they admired in their conquerors, and after the 
appearance of these two heroes, those seeds put forth such deep 
roots, that the people mado a law of the inviolabilily of friend~ 
ship. ‘This religious regard: for thut virtue, was increased and 
strengthened by time. ‘Che Scythians adopted the samo maxims, 
they ranked friendship as the highest of the virtues, and prac- 
tised ll its duties with a zenl unknown to other nations. 

There were three temples dedicated to Diana in Taurida, 
Let us fix our attention to that from whence Orestes took the 
statue of the goddess; when we arrive thither, we shall be un- 
questionably in the neighbourhood of the place where the tomple 
of Oresteon was built: not to leave any thing to ‘chance, we 
shail go step by step with the writers of the first century. 

‘We have beneath our feet the ruins of the wall which inclosed 

. Fao 
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the Isthmus; we are distant about four leagues from ancient 
Cheisonesus: to arrive thither, in consting the shore, three farts 
are founds as according to Strabo, “ inter drbem ( Chesoncsuin) 
et promontoriun (Parthenium) partus suné tres, ‘The sacred 
piomontory of Cape Aja Burun 1s before us, on the Parthenium 
Promontory, and upon a steep rock is situated the monastery 
of St. George. There are some trees on this spot, and among 
otheis we observdd the black juniper resembling, the cypress, 
‘The monastery consists of a small church, a refectory, and some 
smaller apartments, inhabited hy the monks. These anchorites 
are seclided fram the rest of the world. I passed the evening 
on aterrace which overlooks the Black Sea. ‘The day closed, 
and all was still, except the sound of the waves, which broke 
against the flinty shore; peace and quietness reigned on the sury 
face of the sca; and in the monastery, overcome with lassitude, 
Tyielded to the soft aud melancholy impressions which subdued 
my mind: 1 imagined myself encircled by friends yet living, and 
by those 1 had Jost ; some tears fell ou the ballustrade upon which 
Lleaned. Presently the air becanye sultry and heavy, the clouds 
thickened, a rushing wind, the precursor of storms, proclaimed 
the approach of a dreadful tempest; lively impressions of terror 
succeeded to the sofiest sensations, The thunderroared,, the rain 
fell in torrents, the lightnings darted from the clouds, the thun- 
der-bolts fell, and a volume of fire succeeded the most hor- 
rible obscurity : all was chaog, every thing disappeared, But pre« 
sently the rain ceased, the flashes of lightning were not so frequent, 
aud the thunder was only heard from.afar; the air became cléar,y 
the clouds began to dissipate, and thei remained only on my 
mind: the recollection of the awful scene Chad wituessads ‘The 
monks, accustomed as they were to the frequent storms of thesa 
parts, assured me, that they had seldom heheld one 60 terrible, 
On this promontory our guide called: ovr attention to the 
tample of a certain virgin goddess, Manuni Damonis Virginisy 
and its idol: we compared, we measured the scite,, aud we ap- 
plicd to the geography and doscription of the cotemporary poet 
Ovin, Every thing agreed, we were in front of the temple of, 
Diana, whee thet goddess was worshipped under Thoas; we 
trod, beneath our feet, the blood of the Greeké sacrifleed during 
so many centuries, and the dust of the altar af white mmbla 
upon which [phigenia. had nearly offered up lier own brother, 
Oh tlfis spot, doubtless, stood the altar, and here also was the 
pedestal of the golden statue of Diana, carried away by Orestes. 
We have befme our eyes the valley from whence: we ascended. 
to the temple by forty steps, undor which waa the grotto conse- 
erated to the nymphs; we measured, with an eye of horror, the 
place,from whence: they threw into the sea, according toHerodotus, 
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the remains’of those unhappy victins, ‘This enormois rock, 
which raised its head above all others, and whose hnse defies the 
waves, and withstatids the stoum, is the same rock behind which 
Orestes concealed himself to watch the favourable opportunity 
of this we can doubt no longer: we behold too, the cape whereow 
was erected the temple of Oresteon, not fay from that of Diana, 
which always preserved the name of the deity, although, sincd 
the carrying off her statue, they sacrificed to Tphigenia, 

In following Ure const to the north-west, we observe a ridge 
of steep rocks which extend into the sea, and whiclr form a kinds 
of natural arch, under which the waves pass. On the same 
shore is to be seen the foundation of a considernble building ; it 
consists of two regular squares, the walls of which are nearly 
in the direction of the four quarters of the world; that which is 
most to the north is thirty-three feet in extent, aud is built on a 
base elevated in the form of a hill; it seems to have had a way 
out towards the sea. From the south-west side it is surrounded! 
on all parts, without the fonndation, with a range’ of enormous 
stones rudely shaped. In the midst, but rather nearer to the: 
wall on the north side, is a cubic stone level with the ground *s, 
round this we observe, in an open square on the same side, other 
smaller flat stones placed in the ground, which seein to have 
served as bounds, and to have had some relation io the stone in 
the middle, on which was, probably, either an altar or a statue, 
The square towards the south newly appronching the, sea, and 
ajoining the former one, is oblong and a litde larger. Teseems 
alyo. to have had a way out at the south-east angle, and another 
‘towards the north-wast; it consists equally of huge hewn stones, 
Neiir, the wall which looks to tho sea, me to be seen large fut 
hewn'stoues also, which doserilie a soit of path a if drawn with 
a line: this file of stones follows the sume direction (or the length, 
of the other squares 

All the south-west angle of the Crimea, almost cut through on: 
ane sido by the port of Sevastopol, and on the other by that of 
Balaclava, was formerly called the, Heracleotic Chersonesus, 
founded by Greek colonies from the city of Beraclea in Asin 
Minor, about the, commencement of the sisth century before 
Christ. The peninsula called ‘Thrace by the ancients, was inclosed 
by a wall.which joined the two ports of which we have just 
spoken. 

‘Thte eurly state and progress of the colony.is obscure, as is 
tho case with all the cities of gicat antiquity. his little 
state, suflicicntly well.govaned to be lappy. during poace; but 


nn “if Pallas caused this stone to be raised, and « light art: wys foaude’ 
neath, 
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too weak to resist the attacks of the barbarians, who often laid 
waste those countries, courted the protection of Mithridates 
king of Pontus, who had compelled Parysudes II. to surren+ 
der to him his kingdom of Bosphorus, situated on the confines 
of Taurica. 

After the victory of Pompey, Chersonesus became subject to 
Rome; when the emperor Adrian limited the bounds of his 
empire, this city, which set a high value oa the protection 
and friendship of the Romans, continued to acknowledge their 
dominion. Interiorly governed as a republic, it had its pro- 
Zevous, who were the chiefs of the senate during peace, 
and of the army in the time of war. These magistrates bore the 
popular title of Fathers of their Country: conducted by them, 
the, people of Chersonesus defeated the Bosphorian Sarmatians, 
who were at war with Rome. In the following century Con- 
stantine the Great employed them to repel the Scythians, who ‘ 
Being numerous, and masters of the shore right of the Danube, 
could not see, without considerable uneasiness, the translation of 
the Roman metropolis from Rome to Byzantium. To recom- 
pense the zeal of the people of Chersonesus, the emperor not 
only confirmed their aucient privileges, but granted them new 
ones, The Bosphorians made two other unsucccssful attacks 
againstthe Chersonites, which last, after having obtaincd a com 
plete victory, freed them from the dominion of the Sarmatians ; 
but the hatred of the Bosphorians was not extinguished. 

_ Here the thread of the history of Chersonesus is broken until 
the epoch of the siege of the Huns in the sixth century. ‘The 
emperor Justinian assisted to raise it. As Chersoncsus was the 
most 1emote city from Constantinople, they banished thither the 
stite prisoners, the most :emarkable of whom were Pope Mar- 
tin the First, the emperor Justinian the Fourth, and Rhi- 
nometus, dethioned and castrated by Leontius, who, when he 
was 1estored to the throne, exercised unheard of cruelties against 
the Chersonites aud Bosphorians, The Chersonesian republic 
persecuted, and almast annihilated, by the chief of the empire, who 
owed it his protection, in gratitude for its patriotic altach- 
ment and former services, was indehted for the remnant of its 
existence to the tutelary support of the Chazarians. 

About the middle of the ninth century, the emperor 'Theo- 
philus constituted Chersonesus a Roman province: thus vanished 
all the remhinder of its republican form of government, Its in- 
terests and its fears caused it to submit easily to the yoke; and 
Saint Cyrilla was sont to Chersonesus, to convert the Chazariaus. 

The Grand Duke Uladimir having menaced the empire with 
vinvasion, at the head of a powerful army, the emperor thought 
pronen fe buy a peace by the richest presents, and concluded 
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with him a treaty, the conditions of which he no longer ob- 
served when the danger was'passed, The Grand Duke Wladimir 
determined to do himself justice, and besieged Chersoncsus with 
a considerable fleet. "This great mun, suck with the absurdities 
of paganism, which he professed, and which appeared to him an 
obstacle to the prosperity of his country, as soon as the light of 
the faith was shewn him by the preachers of the missionaries of 
“the Pope, and the precepts of a Greek philosopher ; their 
docttine according perfectly with good morals, and differing only 
in the ‘forms of worship; mistrusting his own choice between 
two paths, which should lead to the same end, appointed, by the 
advice of his counsel, ten of the most enlightened men of his 
nation fogo to Constantinople, for the purpose of taking exact 
information on the subject, and consented to be determined by 
their report. They returned enchanted with what they had seen 
and heard in the Greck church, and the Grand Duke and his 
eople, affected with the recital, decided unanimously for the 
Freck ritual. ‘The prince came to the resolution of being byp- 
tised/tt Chersonesus. 

Uladimir took the town after an obstinate resistance, accom 
plished his vow, and abandoned his conquest to the emperors by 
a treaty of peace. 

The jealousy of Sudagh prompted the Chersonites to rise 
against the emperor Michacl Ducas, who, at the time, cngaged 
in a disastrous war with tho king of the Bulgurians, jiaploted 
the assistance of Wsevolod, grand duke of Russia, which Just 
caused an army to be marched to Chersonesus, communded hy 
his two sons, Uladimer and Glebe: the death of the emperor hap 
pening about the same time, put a slop to there hostilities. The 
Chersonites having seized some Russian merchaut vessels, they 
were compelled, not only to restore them, but to pay tho exe 
pences of the war. ‘The concurrence of Shudagh was nog the 
cnuise of the destruction of Chersonesus, it had not less to sufler 
from the jealousy of Theodosius, 

Gedimir, grand duke of Lithuania, and Olgord, his son and 
successor’, made several incursions into the Crimea, and almost 
entitely destroyed Chersonesus: however, it was not entirely 
overthrown, until in the year 1350; the maguificent Genes 
hustoned its ruin, by refusing to allow tho imperial cities to send 
ships to Chersonesus hy the Bosphorus, nor generally towards 
the north beyond the mouth of the Danube. ‘Chis crisis was 
yet more fatal to the Chersanites, as they were surprised in a 
state of inactive imbheeility, the effect of luxury, and ineréased by 
the last invasion of tho Lithuaninue, ‘The remnant of this un~ 
fortunate people sought for safety under the protection of the 
‘Tactars; but they only changed their oppressors, and the bare 
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barians compleated the ruin of Chersonesus. In the sixteenth 
century its Lowers and walls were yet entile, being the only mo+ 
naments of the magnificence of its founders, We saw in’ one 
part of the town neay the isthmus, the ruins of its ducal palace, 
aud farther off, those of a monastery and a church. The marble 
columns, and all the works of ait, the sulid materials of whit 
would bave resisted the ravages of time, have becn canied to 
Constantinople, for the decoration of greut private houses, sor 
public edifives, : " 

At some veists from Sevastopol the traveller passes through 
the ruins of its numerous walls, which inclose Jarge spaces, and 
which form insome parts, streets, and ginall squares. 14 is not, 
however, to be supposed that Chersonesys extended so¥iar 5 it 1s 
more likely that those walls iuclosed the gardens of tic, mhabit- 
ants, and of their country houses: with respect to the fMundation 
of edlitices constructed with large hewn stoncy, found scattered 
and isolated bees hone Chersonesns, they served, doubth ss, for 
retyeats aid asyla to the inhabitanis, who were il Ga 
posed to the attacks of the bau barians. 

It is nearly about two versts from Sevastopol, that the ruins: 
of Chersonesus are discovered. ‘The building of Sevastopol has 
entirely eonpleted the rain of that ancicnt city, of whose walls 
we still hehold the ruins. At the time the Crimea camo into the 
possession of the Russians, there were discovered among the 
lung, sculptured marble, coins and medals, of different metals, 
It is remarkable that these cuiosities were found by the 
soldiers and sailors, for no other persou has had the common 
sense to make the scarch; conducted, however, with care, such a 
Jabow' would richly recompense those who would give themsclves 
the trouble to undertake it, 

Where the ancient Chersonesns, destrayed since the time of 
Stiuabo, was situated, has been the object of rerearch of numerous 
geographers; buttheir contradictory opinions leave the matter in 
anuncertainty, from which it is not; however, difficult to relieve 
it, by aeuding minutely to the description of Strabo, who says, 
inter urben (that is to say, the new Chersonesus) c¢ promontoriun 
(Partheninm) portus sunt tres, sequitur vestuta Chersonesus 
pune divuta et post hane‘portus angusto introiti. Symbolon 
dicituy.. : ¥ : 

It may be clearly perceived that this anciont city was situated 
between the last bay, and Balaclava, the port of which was 
Symbolon, from which the Genvese have uamed it Cembalo. It 
is, then, Cape Funary to which the passage of Strabo relates, 
The two sides of the bay extend so fur into the peninsula, that 
it is not more than three hundred toises in breadth at ive place 
where the isthmus is narrowest: from thence it enlarges, and 
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acquires again, at its extremity, a surface of more than a verst 
anda half. Nearly half the surface of this peninsula is covered 
with the rubbish of ald buildings. ' 

The towns of the Crimea are few in number, and pre but 
tinly peopled, ‘Those which have been built by the'Yarters 
Coulain’ only a few narrow and wnpaved streets, which are al« 
‘ina filthy condition. The courts around the houses are 

closed vith high walls, and the houses, whieh arg bailt on the in- 

side, ard so low that a stranger thinks he is walking between half 
pau sfono walls, Too much praise, however, cannot be given 










to the Thrtars for their care in eouducting the water by’ canals, 
someting fiom a very considernble distance, and the purposes 
to whic @Mey apply it; cither by making public springs, or cou~ 
veying itAntdtheir houses — Unfortunately, these fountains have 
been inf great degree destroyed by the Russians, and those 
which Aemain, decay daily for want of necessary repairs, The 
ancieyé splendour of some of these towns is attested by the ruing 
theyontain; while others seem to be built upon the rubbish of 
their former edifices. War and destruction have every where 
left the traces of their passage, and the traveller has incesyantly 
Hiefore his eyes a picture of the vicissitudes of human affaira, 

For the facility of description, 1 shall divide the Crimea into 
three paris; the plain, the mountains, and the pevinsula of 
Kertsch. 

Or Capi, now known by the name of Perecop, is a small 

town situated on the isthmus, which joins the Crimea to the 
continent, aud serves ag a port to the peninsula, This isthmus 
‘has been fortified since the varliest ages; but the Sortiticatioug 
that are uow to be seen on ij, are the wak of tho Turks. The 
line of walls runs from the Black Sea to the Sivache, an extent 
of cight versts and a half, and is defended by batteries. 
‘fo arrive in the Crimea you pass 0 bridge and a small arched 
Bate, nenr the fortress of Perecop. ‘The town of Perecop con« 
sists ouly of a few miserable houses of turf und wood; and they 
ate inhabited entirely by the garrison, or the petsons employed 
in the salt-pits. ‘T's post, howover, is of the greatest import- 
ance; for should an increased commerce with Constantinople und 
Natolia introduce the plague, or should any seditious commo« 
tions take place amongst the Tartars, this fortress could atop all: 
communication with the empire; on the other hand, should 
Russia make free ports in the Crimea, in order to facilitate the 
important commerce which might be carried on with the Black 
Sea, the Mediterranean, and Natolia, custom-houses might be 
situated here with the greatest advantage. ; 

About four versts inland is Amanskoi Bazar, which couvists 
of a few houses and shops, chiefly inhabited by Greeks and arine~ 
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niuns. Koslof is situated to the west of the peninsula, on the 
hauhs of a sandy and cheular bay. ‘This town is inclosed with 
walls flanked hy towers, It is built, like all the Tartar towns, 
in narrow and ireguler streets; and in it are several handsome 
Mosques, some of them putly in ruing, as are many af 
houses. The number of the latter, allogcther, may be stvén or 
eight hnndied. Lhe road of Koslot is bad and dangerous 
consequence of the westein winds. About thirty ships cotne to 
itaumually. dts commerce is considerable. ‘ Lts importatic 
sist of rice, coflec, sugar, dates, figs, dry and other fruils, 
and other stuffs; and its exports of com aud salt. 

Akmetshet, or the white church, situated at the foot, 
mountains, has 1eceived from its new owners the namf fi 
pheropol, which is given also to a large and fine plai¥, 4 
is built the palace of government, and which is soon tdcontain 
anew town, Akmetshet was formerly the residence of the 
Kalga Sultan. The Salghir runs near the town, which i§ inha- 
bited by ‘Lartars, Russians, Greeks, Jews, and Armenians’. 

Bachtchisurai, the ancicut, residence of the Khans of the 

timca, is situated between two high mountains, in a narrow 
valley, through which rung the rivulet Dshuuk-su, The houses 
are built partly in the valley, and partly in ridges, one above the 
other. The gardens, the towers of the mosques, the Italian 
poplars, and the 1ocks, which seem ready to fall and crush the 
town, aflord a pictnresque view, which, perhaps, scarcely hos 
its equal, ‘Lhe principal street, which is about a verst and a half 
in length, containa, almost the whole way along, two rows of 
miserable wooden shops, As the empress Catherine gave up 
this town to the Cartars, it contains no Russian burgesses, but 
is inhabited entirely by ‘Partars and Jews, who may amount to 
5 or GU00 souls, Bachtchisarai contains thirty-one mosques, 
and seventy-five fountains. 

The palace of the khan is sitvated near the Dshuruk-su, on 

the cdge of a quay. You arrive at jt by means of a stone bridge, 
lypilt across the rivulet; near which a gate opens into the outer 
gow: to the left is a large and handsome mosque belonging to 
Ne khan, and farther on ave the stabling, while to the night is 
the builting which is properly called the palace: it is only oue 
story high, and consists of several fronts, of different heights, 
the roofs of which have an agreeable variety of structure. 
_ Near the palace, and on the declivity, is a fruit-garden divided 
into four terraces, Behind the mosque is the cemetery, where 
ave deposited the remains of the khang, their families, and the 
most considerable persons, myrzns, and priests. 

At about two versts from Bachichisarai, in asconding a strait 
path, which is scarcely any thing more than steps ent in the rock, 
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we arrive at Dchufutkali, built ou the summit of a mount, whieh 
rises into a peak on each side, This town, composed of about 
two hundred houses, contains twelve hundred iuhabitants of both 
sexes. "They are Karait Jews, rejeet the Talnud, aud have their 
bles fo Poldnd. All the shops at Bachtchisaiai are kept 
hy These people; they repair thither on horseback in the morning, 
Lretarn home at night m the same manner, ‘They have adopted 
the M4gdume and manners of the Tatas, and speak their lan- 
guage.\ As they have no water in this town, they carry thither, 
ou the hacks of asses in small vessels, that of a fountain situated 
son the sifle of 2 neighbouring mountain, Their cemetery, shaded , 
by ancieg\t trees, is withoul the town, at the hegiming of a valley. 
he tomy bear the Hebrew inscriptions; and the most ancient 
of them fsNhree hundred aud fifty-eight years old, 

* Thorefis nXt any thing can be more awful thin this little valley 
of Josgphat; ranges of tombs in the form of secaphagi, are 
shaded/by wees of great age and growths the siuging of the birds, 
and § rushing sound of the leaves with the breeze, disturb only 
the Silence of this abode of peace. I enquired of the rabbi who 
accompanied me, since what time his ancestors had reposed in * 
that spot. Ife led me to the most ancient of the tombs; it was 
almost entirely sunk into the earth, aud M, Vazzardi, who served 
qe as interpreter, could ouly read the following words: 
CECY——-JOSEPI, TINS Di SCHABATAL, 
LE TOMBEAU——~5204, 

which answers to the year 1445 of ow cra. 

¢ Tho question that you have putto me," said therabbi, “ issimple ; 
and natural, You are, however, the first traveller who jus 
thought of doing it, and the first who has seen the tomb of 
Joseph,” * 

Sxvasvorore—I shall mako an article by itself of this city, 

Inkerman, called by the Greeks Theodoii, was a flourishing 
town situated at the extremity of the port of Sevastopol. Tore 
malioni considers it to have been the Ctenos of theancients, ‘There 
are ta be scen in the swrounding mountains several yrottoes with 
chambers, cut in the rocks, which are without doubt the works 
of some Greek monks, These ancient cells serve at prescnt ng 
magazines for powder, The like grottocs are to be frequently 
met with in the mountains of the Crimea, particularly in those 
of Tépékirman, 

Mangut, or Mankup, anciently Gothia, was formerly a some- 
what considerable town, situaled upon a very high mountain 
on the borders of the river Carbada, A little time before the 
possession of the Crimea by Russia, the population of Mangut 
appeais to have been composed of ‘Vurtars and Jews, but it ig 
now entirely deseyled, 









qa 


52 REUMLY'S TRAVELS, 


Balaclava, formerly Symbolon and Cymbulo, ia situated ta 
the south of the peniusala, at the catremity of the mountain 
Aiadagh, ‘Fhis town, founded, according to all appearance, by 
the Giecks, reepeopled afternurds by the Genocse, and now 
deserted end fallen into inins, has been restored to is first ine 
habitants. Jé is thought by Suuabo to have mado put the 
Heweleotic Chersoncsue and a wall joined its part to that 
Cherson, [t haya eanison tora Greek battalion, which 
tuaintains in the Cruimea. The water is in general bud 

ort, situated ta the west of the town, 1s about a verst ig length 

y two hundred toises in width. Et has depth, howevg., sufli- 
cient to receive veasels of the laigest size. , The ney muting 





shelter it from every wind, in such a manner, that tpéiwater is 
always as calm as that of a pond. Its entance to And south is 
80 nanrowed by high rocks, that two vessils cannot pass together 
without danger of iunuing foul of each other. Althodgh this 
entrance appears dangerons, the port has been gladly ode b 

vessels which the storms had driven near the peninsula, and which 
could not double the paint of Chersonesus, aa they there found 
an asylum, ‘The fear of contraband trade, which it would be 
ensy to prevent, has oceasioned them to shut this port against 
ships of all uations. ‘Che ordess are to fie apon all vessels which 
would enter, even those of the crown, ‘This vigorous measure 
has ocengiqned a number of shipwiecks, Last winter, four ships 
driven by the tempest, asked in vain for permission to enter; 
they stiuck opposite to the monastery of Sj, George. Tha 
crew and cargo of two of them were entirely Jost. 

At the entrance of the port, upon a high mountain to the cast, 
is situated the old Genoese fortiess, defended by high walls and 
towers, Itis to be remarked, that all the strong places of tho 
Greeks and Genoese, were situated upon inaccessible rocks. 
Carasubasar, or Karas-basar, is situated between two mountaing 
in a valley, acioss which runs the Carasu, The town is well 
peopled, because -its position, in the centre of the peninsula, 
renders it commercial, ‘Lhe inhabitants, to the number of three 
thousand, are Tartars, Greeks, Jews, Russians, and Armenians. 
They reckon in Carasnbasar, twenty-three mosques, and three 
Greck or Armenian churches, Tho khans, or honses of d&pét 
for commerce, resemble old Gothic palaces; they sell all sorts 
of merchandize,.23 shawls, staffs, muslins, bales of cotton, &o. 
‘These depéts can only be made in the khang; this is generally 
observed throughout the Crimea. 

« Eski-krym, anciently Krim, which, under the Tatars, gave 
ita name to the whole peninsula, is situated, with its extensive 
ruing, in a fertile plain at the foot of the mountain-—Agermych. 
This town, formerly so populous and flourishing, presents only 


PENINSULA OF KERYSON. 83 


heaps of scattered rubbish, is almost totally uninhabited, aud its 
numerous gardons are entirely neglected. 

Caffa, called by the Genoese Theodosia, is situated upon g 
high mountain, whieh descends with a half circular slope towards 
the roadstead, whee the promuntoty protects the vessels from 

» alitiest.every wind, except the north and south-west. ‘The ad» 
ntageous position of this town, has procured it a considerable 
eaters Tt was so flouishing under the Genoese, that it 
obtainkd the uame of Krim-Stambul, (Constantinople of Cii- 
. mea), Ylls numerous ruing attest its ancient splendour and great 
\ population, ‘Lhe most remmkable things to be noticed in this 
place 4 the fortificntions, which smound the town and the 
fortresssihe walls, tolerably well preserved aud flanked with 
_ towers; many half effaced inscriptions thereon; the principal 
mosquefa Nndsome building, constructed with noble simplicity 5 
and the grand reservoir, whieh receives the water from the mouny 
ining, fand gupplics the other conduits. 

Af.cr having given to Caffa its ancient name of Theodosia, the 
Ruisian government scomed desirous to restore its commerce; a 
quarantine was therefore catablished, aud encouragement given 
fo merchants who would settle there: Yet Caff, contains no 
more at this time than a lundred houses, built upon ruins, and 
the arealer part inhabited by Greeks, 

The peninsula of Kertsch, formerly called Cybermique, is si- 
tuated very high up the Black Sea and the Sea of Azof. Be- 
tween Cafla and Keitsch, there are seen, near Akos, a rampart and 
amoat, which was the ancient line of demarcation of the em~ 

ive of Bosphorus, and of the possessions of the Chersonites, 

Kertsch, formerly Panticapaum, and more recently Bosphorus, 
is situated at the fool of asleep mountain, wpon the borders of 
the Cimmerian strait, in which ts to be found an excellent and a 
spacious roadstead. Jt was within the walls of the Bosphorus 
that the great Mithridates died. When the Crimon was under 
the dominion of the Porte, this place was governed by a pacha, 
and contained a garrison: in 1774, it was ceded to Rugsia, wilt 
Jenihale, : 

This town, formerly opulent, had an extensive commerce. The 
young Anarcharsis speaks as follows of his abode at Panticapeuns: 
*¢ In waiting the day of departure, 1 walked up and down its 
streets, aud could not cufficiently admire the citadel, the arsenal, 
the port, the ships, their equipment, and their manwuvres. [ 
wandered into the private taut into the manufactories, and 
into the meanest shops, 1 left the town, and my eyes remnined 
fixed upon the orchards loaded with fruit, and upon the country 
emiched with harvests.” 

The population was also gréat: at present there are only a 

hundred houses, inhabited by Greeks, who have no othe? means 
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~ of existence than hy fishing. A beautiful fountain, in good con« 
dition, supplies a }impid-and healthful:stream 5 itis of stone, 
ornamented ‘with white marble. . ‘The fortress, which is in. bad 
repair, contains an: extremely ‘ancient Greek eburch ; there are 
to be found here several buss-reliefs, with inscriptions on white 
mathle, 2s the Venetian lion, on marble of the same colour, hich 
js placed over the gate of the citadel. - 
Jenikale is situated twelve versts from Kertsch, on the secfth 
corner of the most advanced point of the peninsula... ‘The {yftress 
is ona high.mountin, of which the slope to the sea is ¢ svered 
with about one himdred* houses, inhabited hy Greeks, whe 
amploy themselves in. fishing: for stargeous. ‘The Turks, whic 
built the fortress, kept a gartison there until the cessign y of this 
town to Russia, aa eS : f 
"The Crinsea has been subject ta revolutions, whicl{ hag inter= 
mixed the race of its iuhabitayts, Without dwelling &n this 
medley of different nations, L shall content myself with spdaking 
of the Tartars, who form almost the whole of the populatidn. L 
shall separate them into three classes, the Nogays, the ‘Tartars of 
the plain, and the 'Tartars of the mountains. _‘Che-seven or eight 
thousand "Partars who are to be seen wandering from the Berdan 
tothe Molochna, are (as well as the Nogays made prisoners:in: 
the fortress of Anapé) a remnant of the Turtars of the Kuban. 
‘They encamp themsclves in little cabins of felt; their tents, ac~ 
cording to Thanmann, are a kind of portable huts, of a circular, 
form, of about eight fect in-diameter,. made’ of Jath-work or 
hurdles of ‘tuigs, about the size’ of a thumb, forming a sort of 
wall about four feet inheight, upon which rests a dome or roof 
of the same structure; the hole is covered with mats of rushes 
and brown felt, which neither wind nor rain can penctrate: at 
the top of the roof isa hole of two feet diametor, which serves’ 
asa passage for the light and the smoke; the door, covered with.a 
inat, is as narrow ag possiblg; three or four cushions stuffed with: 
horse hair, a low woodei table, two iron pots, lwo or three 
Wooden dishes, aud a rush mut, compose the whole of the fur 
niture... * eres ; : ‘ 
‘These Tartars wauler ix hordes, aud, according to the ancient 
custom ‘of the Mogols, support themselves: on horse-flesh ‘and © 
the:milk-of mares, ‘They begin, liowever, to build fixed habita- 
tions, ‘aud to. occupy themselves inthe cultivation of the soils a. 
sheep's skin and a coarse cloth.campose' their covering. They 
have flat faces, of-a blackish brown colour, the eyes. amall: and: 
sunk in the head, tle nose hooked, andJittle beard. ‘Che Nogays. . 
are‘Mahometins, ‘but very ignorant in matters of religion. : "They 
relate the ‘answer-of a-buffoon of Selym Guerai, pressed:by his 
nuister.to embracethe Maliometan faith, No,” r plied he, “Lean 
not; bGt Atte. disoblige you; I will turn Nogay.”.. - 
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The Noga} have obitained a great many of the superstitious 
idolatries of the Mogols: all of them are, as the features of their 
‘fuces_demonstrate, the descendants of the purest of the Mogol 
ms Tio comprised the greater pat of the aumies of Gengis 

aN, 

The Tartars of the plain occupy the steppes of the Ciimea, 
and have prescrved, particularly in the district of Perecop, in their 
faces a great resemblance of the Mogols, They till the ground, 
aud employ themselves in the feeding of cattle, but have uo taste 
for the cultivation of gardens; they inhabit small houses built after 
the Turhish fashion, and make use of bricks, when they camnot 
plocure stone. Their fuel is a kind of cake, made of tut and 
dung, which they cut into squaes, and place im high heaps to 
auy. ) 

The mountain Tartars are a mixed race, and seem to be com- 
posed of the remains of the saious tribes who once inhabited 
the Ciimea.  ‘Cheiy bend is thicker, and the hair of their heads 
lighter, than those of the other ‘Tatas, who apparently hold diem 
in contempt: theb houses, which avo built on the steep sides of 
the mountains, are roofed with turf in a flat manner, go that the 
inhabitants may walk on them; and they are built so close toge- 
ther, that these Hal roofs seein like a street for the row of houses 
which stands next above them on the asceut of the hill, ‘These 
Tartais are tolerably goad gardeners and vine-groweis ; but they 
are too idle to make new plantations. Some of them who live in 
the sauthern vallies, employ themselves in the cule of tobacco 
and hemp. Their dress is much lighter than that of the inha- 
hitents of the plain. 

The physivgnomy of the real ‘Tartars of the Crimen, is very 
simijar lo that of those of the Tinks and Kuropeans: their hair 
ip brown, aud they are above the common size, ‘Lhe mild ten 
perature of the climate, the Irugality of their meals, and the 
activily of their lives, all contribute to rendosthem very robust. 

She young people who belong to vichAtmilics md noble casts, 
dress themselves nearly like the Cheng, ‘They wear whiskers 
on the mapper lip, and shave the chin; Avhile the old noble Tartais, 
on the coutiary, let nearly all their beard grow: they wen half. 
badts of morocco, and when they go out they add slippers to 
them. ‘Their heads are citheriiaved, or have only short hair 
onthem ; and they cover then{ with a high cap, generally of a 
gicen colour, and hound with Jamb-shin. 

The Tartar women are in general sinall, aud of an agrecable 
Alpe. They wear an ample hood, a shift, open m frout, which 

is fastened round the neck, and descends as far as the knees 3 over" 
this is a robe, likewise open at tXbosom, with long nanow. 
sleeves ; aud above this robe is woin 2 surtout, bordered wilh er 
mine and other furs, the sleeves of which arg short, and in the: 
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Turkish fashion. They dye theh nails, and frequeytly their hair, 
with a seddish brown, in the menner of the Vositns; they also 
colom then feces with red and white, aud paint thei evebrows' 
and ban with a composition which unpals to them npqedingt 
black colow: for several months, When they go out, they put 
on a Jage sobe of white woollen, winp na white handkerchief 
round the head, and tie it umder the chin; they then cover this 
with a Inige veil of white lmen, which comes ronnd the lace so 
as only to leave visible their black eyes. lu fact they are exactly 
simila).to the women of Alexandrian 0 Egypt, ay described by 
Volney; and resemble wandering ghosts rather than human beings, 

Though the general language of the "Varturs 1s only a ‘Carkish 
dialect, yet it 13 intermived with auch a number of Mogol and 
Arabic words, that a Turk has a difficulty to understind it. ‘The 
Nogays m paiticula render themyelres scarcely intelligible, by 
the quickness with which they speak, and the gatiural pio» 
nuneiation, 

With respect to their manners and religion: we understand by 
the manneis of a vation, its regula customs and usayes; not 
those which, inditfercnt m themselves, ae the result of an arbi+ 
trary mode of fife, but those which mfluence the manner of 
thinking, actmg, aud teclng, or which depend on those causes, 
It is under this point of view that I shall speak of the mannes 
of the Tatars. ‘ 

There is this difference between wild and barhasous people, 
that the former ac small scattered nations, which, for some 
icula: ieasons, cannot unite themselves to each other; while 
ang are considered to be smell nations, which can unite 
togetheltif they please. ‘The forma: are genorally hunters; the 
Jatler sheplicds, or brecders of cattle. It is also cataonimry 
at fist view, when we find that the hunters aic a sedumay, and 


the breeders a windering people. 
. The Tartars lwsegften been reproached for their cruelty and 


plopensity to Plunder, "oat it has not been considered taat they 
do not practise this conduc, except Lowa ds those foreigncs y whom 
they consider enemies, As t > the state of society amongst {icin 
selves, they are faithtul, dian yterceted, and possess a digiag of 
hospitality and generosity, whtjh would do honom to the moxt 
eivilized people. 
‘Che intluence of the governmgnt appems to me much meio 
general and cfficacious than that cf the chmate. ‘The Tatas of 
ihe Crimea hinve preserved, undés apme sky, the mamers which 
bar brought from the north of S*beria, Ages have passed away > 
without making any alte:ation inher customs and usages; but 
the gofiquest of the Crimer“by the Russians, withiu these few 
yoars? has already offected a considerable alteration in their man- 
netec By being deprived of the mulitay aims, the ‘Tuts 








HOSPITALITY OF THE TANTARS. SY 


have forgoilen the use of them; while those invasions whictt 
formerly la waste Russia ‘and Poland, onvyying horror dnd de+ 
solation in e¥ery direction, ae no longer to be apprehended + 
. the next generation will not retain even the remembrance of the 
contests of its ancestors. : 

The noble Tartars of the fist class, disdained all labour, and 
knew no profession except that of ams. In times of peace they 
lved upon their estates: they cated points of honour to ex+ 
‘temes, but never quarrelled amongst themselyes. Great and 
geneous in their proceedings, they always receive stiangers with 
affability and politeness. ‘Chey still retain the practice of killing 
a horse, to make a feast on the arnival of a gnest of distinction, 

Qn my artival at the house of the brother of Atai Myrza, this 
piince said to me, “ You are very welcome, As soon as I hear 
that you had come, I ordeied a young mare to be killed, to give 
you a feast.”* The interpiete: who accompanied me, obseved, 
on this oceasicn, that [ should receive fiom my host the gicatest 
mark of esteem, as a maie was the most piecious at ticle he had: 
to offer me, 

Theso people are hospitable in the extreme, as they' fieely 
sharo with travellers whutever they possess, Both thei vices 
and their virtues are rude, and seem us if they were purely nae 
twal; hence outages are seldom committed, and a person muy’ 
travel thn ough their country in the greutest security, 

The spirit of rapine and plundor, is the only thing that care 
biing the Tartas from their natual propensity to idlehess,——~ 
They requitc but little, as the necessaries of Tife, aud supeifia~ 
ous objects, do not atuact them. As 1iches are now only the re- 
ault of Inbour, idlencss excludes avaice, ‘Lo do nothing is to! 
them suprome,happiness, and when a Triter has oxhausted him- 
pin ed performing avy labour, he throws himself down and 
smokes : while such is theip ongornoss in this recroation, shit they 
considar it-ns a disgeace for one Tantar to- light bis-pipe-aftliny 
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not keep it of.” LE would not have mentioned this; observation, 
bad not Att Myiza been one of the hest of the Tayjurs, and not 
altogether ignoiaut of philosophy, Though Uie Koran admits of 
but fitde toleration, it left the Christians much likerty in respect 
of their religion, and affected scarcely auy coutempt tor shgrigois. 

The manners of the Tartars are hike those of the orientals, in 
total opposition to om own. ‘Their physiognomy is of a religious 
kind, and their actions avd gestures correspond with their look of 
sedatencss, Their ait is gvave and phlegmatic, their walk steady, 
and their visage serious and austere. They speak slowly, hear 
without interrupting, and pass whole days with their legs across 
and thoir pipes in their mouths; while their beliof in predestir 
nation affects them with an apathy, which renders them insensible 
to every sort of regret or foresight, 

Wine and gaicty are banished from their repasts; while the 
women being sequestered fiom their society, have neither the de- 
sire to please, nor the enjoyment of pleasme. TTawking and 
huntiug the hare, form the greutest delight of the noble 'Tartms. 
dn the towns their amusements are reduced to megting in the 
coffee-houses, which, with respect to ows, bem no comparison 
but the name. There sittiuy with their legs across,’ they pass 
whole days in smoaking their pipes, and talking at iuteryals with 
other lazy people who may dop in, Sometincs a singer recites 
a story or chgunts verses, necompanying himself with a bad ine 
atrument, in the shape of a guitar; the assembly listens with the 
greatest attention, and expresses the pleastue it receives by slight 
motions of the head. (x general the Tai {ar song is grave, harsh, 
and discordant; their dance has the same grave character, ay it 
Consists of a continual agitation of all the hinbs, though the fect 
acarcely ever quit the ground, 

When gt Koslof, with the chief of the police, T saw the pet 
formances of some Tartar merty-andiews. One of them played 
a kind of pipe to a single actor, who placcd in the niidle, of tho 
room a glass full of bazo, (a Tartar drink, made with fegmented 
millet), ‘The musie Nyging ap, he began to dence mjd throw 
himself about like a dren man, fulling several time: to the 
ground, in a way which nQuoed me to think he would {fall on 
the glass; but rising aguin Wyh busts af laughter, the mudjc in- 
cieased his activity, and he aXgated all bis limbs in keeping very. , 
After a long continuance of UPS fatiguing exercise, he fell doya 
again, caught the glays in his moth, and drank as contents wy 
out touching the vexsel with his by nds, 4 

The itch is the necessayy ay.» inevitable consequence of the 
quantity of bad and sour agilk Ayuich the Partara consume, and 
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i unereroraga very comuion disease amongst them. Evan the 

nobles and “their wives are not exempt fromit. A certain dis- 

order, unknown in the Crimea Letore its conquest hy the Rus- 
\ siatisiis very genorully extended, thongh without causing such 
¢ great ravages us in otlier parts of the world. 

The Tartars have Yeceipts for different diseases. _I was wit- 
hess to the application of tlie following remedy :~-A domestic of 
of Atai Myrza having fallon from his horse, aud had two of his 
riby broken, his master made him chink water gruel till his belly 
was prodigioutsly inflated; amd when he refused to take more, he 
Jwas threatened with the bastimado and drenched with the gieel : 
his food was nothing but rice, added to the gruel; and this regi- 
men was continued all the time of my residence ; his master 
assuring me that the mbs would get into their places spontaneously. 
Without pledging myself for the efficacy of this singular remedy, 
‘it is a fact that the man was considerably better at the time of 
my departiue. Thad many opportunities of convincing myself 
of the iguorance of the Turtard in medicine and surgery, 

The semains of the family of Guerai havo taken refuge in Tors 
key, and there is no longer in the Cumiea a single male descendant 
of those priuces. | : 

The nobles aud’the clergy have preserved a great ascendeney 
amongst the Tartars. ‘The great nobility of the country consisted 
of five fainilies, each of whom had its particular bey: the eldest 
of the myrzis of a house, wag always considered the chief of it. 
‘Lhe first of those five great houses was that of the Chitines; and 
tho Chivine-bey passed, next to the khan, for the most con~ 
piderable personage in the whole Crimen, though the alga Sultan 
and the Nonraddin Sultan were superior to him in diguity. Le 

dd, however, like the klum, his Kaleva and his Nouraddin, 
whixh the beys of the other houses had not, Ho was regarded 
ay th defender of the kingdom and the liberty of the people, 
and plssessed so much reputation an ve),” that he several 
times Qeposed the khan. . 
4 Myc, the Chirine-bey, ix fotween S50 and 355 yours of 

age} Fis constitution is robust, and lyfe countenance grave, haughty, 
anddimpressive, He made his first{fampaign under Krim Guerai, 
acquired by his bravery angtalents a considerable mihtury 
seputation amongst the Tart This prince is endued with 
ach natural wit aud au easy Qlocution. Ha is free and generous 
his mamier; as a Musaulmthh, he is very tolerant in matters of 
religion, amt is partial to stra his manners are yéntle, and 
his tnble iy filgally supplicd, Aza enjoyed a considerable 


revenue nner the khans, andy! Mine was taken posses« 
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sion of, the court of Russia granted him’a pension of tipo thousand 
rubles; which, however, was soon suppressed. Bdmg now re- 
duced to what he bas Jeft of his uncient domains, this prince can 
seucely live without contracting debts: he appears alarmed at 
the fulure prospects which his fumily have bofore them} as he 
is much attached to his childien. 4 

During my stay 1 once supped with Atai Myrza, at the house 
of the maf. ‘The repast was prepared and served in the man- 
nor of the country, Having excited the admiration of my hosts 
by nny agility in jumping and tumbling, this exercise, to which 
Lam partial, placed me in a situation of doing honour to the 
feast. The appetite with which [ partook of all the dishes was 
romaked by the guests, and Atai Myrza taking mo by the hand, 
yas so pleased at my not despising their cookery, that he invited 
me to pass a few flays with him, and promised that I should 
live entively dda Tartare. ' 
. L did not hesitate to accept the invitation, aud was received by 
my host in the most amiable manner. We passed the day m 
viding on horseback, and shooting with the bow and arow. 
Nothing could eacced the suength aud cleverness with whieh the 
prince drew the bow, and he rarely missed his aim, though the 
targct was ut a prodigious distance, ‘The conversation for the 
reat of the day turned on Fiance and Buonaparte. “What Tam 
most astonished at,” said Myrza, “is, that this great man has done 
so yauch in such an enlightened age as ous. ‘When he sailed 
with the expedition to Egypt, I thought it was his intention to re- 
sstablish the kingdom of Poland, aud that he would disembark, 
with this view, on the shares of the Black Bea; but the great man 
had‘other designy. £ know nol,” added he, “whether uf shadl be 
deceived in my presentiments; but I think that within Joys 
years there ail be a gencral war in. Faaapes re 

Neat to Atai Myrva, Acid Mahomed Jitfendi is the joferson 
ryho gnjoys the prgatest consideration, Seid MeL eet as a 
spirited and exyressiveubystognomy, and L think himead, tan of 
talents 5 at leastehe gave p vo of thens in bis jouney tor, teeters. 
burg. Being ordered to calyt, and accused of eeunluehae him: 
self’ in a mamicr injurious tolthe interest of Russia, he retigyucs 
to the Crimea, and resymicel Ry fuuetions, alter receiving = 


af 










* 'Phis passnge is worthy of panoply consideration. ‘The Tratelsdst 
Repilly were performed in 1903, and the buble was published at Pauy in cat) 
Spring nf last year, We attach agcregic to the pretonded guns ersauion with 

tai Myrzas bat the report MP EAS that the intentions af Buopapartes 
respecting Polnid, wae kupfYiivg fo ofheers long bufore their exceution 
was attempted,—Eip, . 
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micdal surrounded with prilliatits, having on one side an effigy of 
the Emperor Rlexniior, and on the other an inscription, which 
M 4 that the medal was given him a3 a recoinpence for the ser- 
ve Which be had rendered the empire. He enjoys a pension 
7,000 rubles. ‘ 
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ey TNE GOVERNMRNY OF THE COUNTRY UNDER TUN 
KHANS AND THE RUSSIANS.—CLEANLINESS.~—TAXLS, 
POSTS, ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, AND PRISONS. 
> 


r , 


Ty the plains of Tartary the hordes, from theiv different in- 
terests, were only 50 many troops of banditti, armed for attacking 
or defending, or for obtaining plunder. Being incessantly either 
travelling or in eneampments, the cattle-breeders were soldiers, 
und the horde was an army. Lenec, as in an army, the only laws 
are the orders ofthe chief, these orders are absolute, and admit 
of no delay. —But the first elements of government amongt there 
-barbarians, have already been described by Volney, Deguignes, 
and Gibhon. 

Ju the carly ages of the pastoral world, cach myrza, if we may 
we this modern title, acted like an independent chief of a separate 
‘amily; but the ambition of mdividuala soon effected their union 
ander a supreme chief, One man was raised to a throne with the 
ipprobation of his equals, and received the name of khan, which, 

hw Inguage of the north of Asia, expresses all the power of 
oyny, It waa his duty to load his subjects to batile in person ; 
aut at is death, little respect was paid to the rights af his child: 
thongh'¥t sometimes happened that a princg ot the blooil-royal, 
listingu'shed by his valour and eapenoy@, took the sceptre of 
1is predecessors, ‘Cwo sorts of {uxesfrere levied ypan the dif 
ferent Fribes: one for the support of Pe dignity of the monarchy, 
and Ye other for the particular gief of the wibe. Fach af 
taxes amounted to a teuth of ge propetly of each individual, 
Ryd of the spoils which fell to yyeshare, 

Kthe anannery of the ‘Vartag, who, like their khans, aro ac- 














fala tyranny: but the arbitayy cogduct of a despot bus never 
pean known iu the deserts of 4 ‘The jurisdiction of oaeh 
e escicise of his pre- 
sient institution of a 
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national council. The courotiliaiss or dicts of thy ‘Sartars, v4 
regularly held in spring and autumn, in the midst of alarge plas s 
where the princes of the reigning family, und the myraas ot tly 
differont tribes, met on horseback, follawed by all dicir widintoy + 
The ambitions monarch, who might seo all the strength of, 
aimed people, would naturally consult his melmation. by th 
political constitution of the ‘Tartars, muy be perceived all thi- 
principles of a feudal government; but the perpetual conflicy 
an which these turbulent peaple have been invelved, have son’ 
times terminated in the establishment of despotic power. / 
- From the time of the subjugation of the Crimea in 1 178,¢ 
government bore a resemblance to that of the empie to whic] 
belonged. ‘The khan had his mufti or patuach, his prime 
mainister or visir, the cadi-lesker, ov chief ohicer of justice, and 
his grand council or divan. But the power of the Khau of the 
Tartars bordered more upon monarchy than despotism he de- 
rived no revenue from lands or subjects, and could not make any 
change in the privileges of the nobles; nor could he chastise a 
noble person without the concurrence of the bess, 

Since the Crimea has belonged to Russia, she has made many 
changes in its constitution; and it is said she has tried in vain to 
procure the love of her new subjects, by respecting their religion, 
and allowing then. to choose judges from amongst themselves, 
The 1eason is, that she has endeavoured to nuke an agricultinal 
people of, those who were warlike and turbulent, but which can- 
not be done without cffecting an entire change in theiy manners, 
he obstacles are, that a gieat part of the Tartare have emi- 
grated, and those who remain will do the same, ou the first 
vesatious circumstance they experience, ‘This period is probably 
not far distant; lor a conquered nation, whodec religion at ese 
ners are very different from those of its mustors, conceiver” itself 
vexed and tormented by its governors, at the same time tlerat thoso 
governors think they act with perfect liberality. Yet, thalis emi- 
giation appears iit Arg view to be more inimical to a elenen 
of Russia than it reals, The empire has little rBegunce to 
place on the faith of the TaNas,the prejudices of Mahom hiptunism 
inducing all its professors \k consider the grand seigniohyngas the 
successor of the caliphs andthe chief of their religion. f 
other hand, the idleness and tX little genius of the inhabitanigé 
the industuions arta, ave the.obtacles to such ameliorationgtas « 

-would soon render the Crimea fomishing country. Veer 
» When the feudal system exbted in tho Crimea under the 
khans, all the lands wey EAM divided into fiefa, which ser’ 
-possasied by the nob, Lae tched to dignities and domains,” 
held by soccage. , 4 certijpetinniicr of fiefs and villages formed 










ALAWS RESPLETING LANDIOLDERS. 63 


a hadilik, ‘I'he noble fiefs were all hereditary and independent, 
and not sub to any other fief, or even to the crawn. The 
khan did not derive from them any annual impost, byt when he 
‘Yepaired to the army, each kadilik was obliged to furnish him 
SNith’a thousand pigstors, anda chariot diawn by two horses, and 
¥ Yon with biscuit or millet; which ever he might choose. The 
incultivated lands of which the khans {make presenta, on con~ 
dition that they shall he cultivated, and villages established on 
hem, were regarded as saccages, received directly from the khan, 
who had the tythe and all the other perquisites arising fiom them, 
When the ‘Turks under Mahomet II, expelled the Greeks from 
tie Crimea, they kept all that en of the mountains on the 
8 Juthern coast, as well ap several stong places. At the time 
hen the Crimes was declared independent, the Khan Chahyn 
Guerai, having been put in possession of the territory and the 
revouues which belonged to ‘Turkey, he farmed out the greatest 

art of them, and auld the rest, or,gave away the surplus, Some 
Yartars of the ordinay class, already possessed, either by pur- 
chase or the muniticence of the khaus, a portion of lands, which 
they could sell, and which was not lighle to any tax. The Cii- 
men being afterwards joined to the Russian “empire, and the 
Jaws of the country not permitting any plebeian to possess lands, 
a doubt arose whether the lower class of Turtars should be al~ 
lowed to buy, sell, or leave such lands to their heirs. Au ukase 
of the senate, dated October 19th, 1794, decided, that the 
burgesses might posses and inherit tho lands which they enjoyed; 
but that they should not, under any circumstances, sell them to 
the nobility, ‘he numerous concessions made by the empress 
at the time of the conquest, and the sight which the Tartar pre~ 
tended to have to the greatest purt of the conceded lands, gave 
Saag to an incouceivable number of lawsuits. The kinded proper~ 
ty Uys lost its value, from the uncertainty and indecision which 
previllnd, respecting the owney having peaceable possession of it, 
The oY at length became sa grent, that _g commission of five 
mambess, appointed by order of the gSwn, was'sent to the 
Crincyg to oxaming the titles af engt party, and restore cach 
ownerto his rights; but the disordgr waa at its height, aud at 
the tite of my residence in the Cijtnen, nothing had been settled 
fe subject. a 
Under the Kanpresa Catharing#ibe Tartms obtained an exemp- 
idp of every hind of tax, and «& the quartering of woaps, as well 
he privilege of not farnishite recruits, © They mndeniel to 
fhaintam two regiments of Behiley, amounting to nearly 5000 
fen; but Paul I. having abi avhichhe regular tioops, those 
fegimente were disbanded, ang’Q.¢ seme proposed to subject 
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the Eartats to the same taxes ns the'rest-of the enfpirer hese 
people; howevels complained strodgly’efHioHitigption: of, their’. 
privilegesjnand di: is net -known'what night have# : 
of heinremotistanites; ‘ifthe Emporor ‘Atexantler oti Ing accegs|oy 
6 the throhe, “had srot-re-cstablished i 
thoy enjoyed under the‘Hinpress, Catharines and ingteadiof ma? 
-tuiningthe’tvo regimemof “Bahay; they: were’ onlyvrequired 
to mipply wood forall the tvoo) tho.might be quartered in thel- 
Gritteads ib oe beg ROPE cited oe ects 
. Under :the:-Khans: the’ posta: of, "Darfary: ree,:a8 thosg 
piiices defrayed -all the expences’ ogcasioned: hy them, . Sing 
‘tie diminution‘of. the Russias, ‘tty: Haver bees: plaeed- upon... 
snrae foothig as all-the Sthér-posts-of the empire; and the Furtd, 
aré.obligadcto support thenr at theimowa axpence, The ‘hovéas 
avithiwhizh:they-are ‘duppliedy ave of a'Very misorabla kind)" 
ssudiusticeiAvas: administered: anrongst the ‘Partars: wth snore 
‘equity thaik, anionget ‘the{'yrks,- though® sometimes isho’ wae 
ought wich impunity.:+'Phe dupremetribunal. was the divan‘or 
“grahd oduneil-ol's the-khun-y: before: whom*was. “brought all the 
aivil affairs of- importance. The: tribunal of the Cazi Askar, or 
Codi Lesker; who -is the: principal officer of justice, taked cog. 
Mizwice. of -allsthe: civil: suits of ‘the-nobility. Lach Kadilik-had . 
dts oadi.or judge; who ‘dotermined-on all civil and eriminal.cases 
op which life-did notdepend.: Lheix ‘jurisdiction might-lo.éx- 
-coptedapainst, before they had taken cognizance ofthe:processs 
‘dthenvise; xthough ithoy*did-not decide:nceordjug'ito-Jaw,“there 
‘remained no:resdurcebutzan appealto «thedivany #Plite ‘slinpli- 
ity (of. thaiforms#ofi-justisesate the: proximity-of: oti a Fa 


wora-twypzidesshnishlor aelvanntn¥on § ‘partioularly-ag the-appoal to 









































CHAP, LX. 
GRICULTURE FISHERS LS. — IN DUBTRY.—-COMMERCE 
POPULATION.-REVENUES.—RUSSIAN TROOPS IN THE 
cnimpa; &e, &e. : 


ELE idleness and tnsetivity of the Tartare, are the enuse’ of. 

Mic languishing state of agriculture in the Crimes, That country 
which formerly supplied all Greece, can now with difficulty 

funtiivh food for the few inhabitants which remain. It is to the 

negligence and bad management of the 'Tartars that we are to 

attribute thé sterility of the land; they make use of a plough 

with two wheels, and of the most clumsy mechanism: they put 

to this machine, according to thé nature of the soil, two, three, 
and even four pair of oxen in grounds newly cleared. — In place 

of the harrow, the Tartars use long branches of ‘thorns fixed 

“between two. transverse pieces-of wood, pon which they place 
stones! the inhabitants of the mountains nso: the buffaloes, the 

‘prodigious strength of which animal is necessary for the Inborious 
‘work of. agriculture in these countries, ‘The stony nature of the 

“soil docs not permit them to employ the great ‘Tartarian plough 
with'two horses; but merely a kind of graplin iron, which de- 

scription, of plough they call Zabon: it, hus a share in the shape 

of 2 spear, tied up almost horizontally to its frame, and directed 

2 Jong lever made .of 9 single trunk of ash. | To this frame, 
Ik: has at the side two rakes, is'fastened a beam double the 
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jf‘n those parts of the 
+ Tt is cultivated at this 
fio Alma, the Katcha, and 
Aough of -an inferior quality 
spiyhern valleys, and particularly 
we. of ‘the vine ia not so ctire. 
and the. Tartars.do not pursue 

if] fying themselves-with laying 
[ g longer’ productive. The 
constant dryness of the 
Nies, although the wine 
Targeslity as\that from the mous: 

grapess ripe from the midde'o! 















from thence 18 fF 
‘tains, ‘Tho: different. 
a heosay ys oon 
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August until the middle of Octohey. There are fn infinite va~ 
riety of them; and they differ as much in colour agid in the form 
of the seed, asin the quality of the wines which they furnish. 
The white grape is of a superior quality,sand bas more epirj 
than the ied; those of Sudagh and Kooz approach nearer 
their goodness and warmth to some wines of Lower Hungai 
They would acquire a considerable improvement if they wey; 
cultivated with more care, and more skill used in the dressing, f 

‘The chief fishery of the Crimes is in the Sea of Azof, where 
is taken a considerable quantity of sturgeon of all kinds, ‘Ch¢ 
Greeks of Kertsh and Jenikale have established a consileral 
trade; they esteem particularly the red and tansparent bachs 
these fish diied in the sun; and their spawn salted, is the cavh. 
upon which they set so high a value in Russia, Greece, and [taly, 

The Crimea has almost entirely lost its spirit of industry since 
the emigration of the Armenians and the Gieehs; besides that, 
a variety of trades have ceased in consequence of the few wants 
of the Tartars. Some manufactories of felt, some others of 
moroccos, which they dye 1ed and yellow, some tanneries, and 
shops of cutlery, aye almost the only branches of industry among 
the Tartars, When a stranger walks the strects, he mects only 
with locksmiths, farvics, potters, sadleis, brazicis, shoomakers, 
venders of small loaves, barbers, and butelsers very badly snp- 
plied. The mountaineers are the only cartwrights, and the worl 
which comes from their hands is chimsy and badly donc. In 
enme villages the Taitars make salt-petre, by washing in ley the 
nitrous eath with cinders, which they collect in heaps before 
theis houses. 

The Crimen is advantageously situated for commerce, That 
peningnla, newly surrommded by the Black Sea and the ie va 
"Azof, in which the Don empties itself, is able to receive iets 
potts, principally in those of Kertsh and of Caffa, tye mer 
chandizes of India, Persia, and Siberia. Under the @lenoese, 
those of India, 4g, avd Arabia, cume to Astracang/weut up 
the Volga, afterwards laud unto the Don, distant afgout sinty 
yersts, and were convey\d by that river to Azof, frog whence 
they were embarked for\ Caffa. Iron, copper, spait, pitch, 
tar, and shins, might arri¥g from Siberia hy the way 
Volga, to be after conveye%by the Don, ‘They might 
_Means acquire other articles\yas butter and fat. The Jo“ a 
‘parts of the Volga would furn#h fish, glue, caviar, kali, ce 
fish, and tallow; and from theftributary states of Russia, Wight 
ib erocarell, hemp, liz vd sail-cloth, 5 
ts. oie Oe cOimmerce OF We isnot considerable : several cire 
J ehinstiinges opsratedgainst Mis ‘sonmmcree; the want of popula» 
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tion, the Tivelt industry of the inhabitants, aud tho small quantity 
of corn which they grow. ‘he exportation docs not exceed 
a or fivé hundred thousand rubles, and the importation may 
*e ftom three to four hundred thousand. The principal aiticles 

hick they supply to the foreign markets, are salt and corn; the 
r@t consist of leather; kali, butter, caviar, dried and smoked 
dish, felt, honey, wax, and wine, Woollen and shins are pro~ 
erihed, bul nevertheless a huge quantity ig exported. 


» The exportation of the Russian Crimea consists ucarly in the , 


b-skins; moroccos, and several kinds of fruits. 
From the borders of Perecop as fur as Koslof, are to be 
. «en the breed of grey sheep, the skins of which me so scarce 
and valuable, and which is the particular produce of the Crimea. 
The environs of the two towns where this biced prospers best, 
are open and level plains, which abound in saline plants. The 
experiments made uutil the present time, for the increase of this 
breed in other places, has not been attended sith success, The 
tace hay degenerated, Poland takes a gieat part ‘of these skins, 
the exportation of which is more than three hundred thousand. 
‘The ordinary price of a skin is three rubles, and sometimes 
higher, aceording to the beauty and quality. It exports also 
annually from. fifty to sixty: thousand black lamb-sking, but they 
are not in sich estimation as the grey. 

‘Phe impoits of the Crimea are principally unwrought cotton, 
and all sorts of cotton and silk manufactures in the Oriental 
tuste; the wines of the Archipelago, sugar, coffee, and other 
colonial commodives, : 

The Crimea had formerly more than five hundred thousand 
rinhubjlants, In 1778, the Greeks and the Armenians, to the 
nityber of ahout thirty thousand, were sent by order of the 
Sei Ve, Catharine to colonize the Steppes behind the Sea of 
‘Acof, \\WVars and revolutions lad already diminished the popu; 
Jation, When the Ryssians possessed themyelves of the Criméa: 

‘at that ¥ime, thousands of ‘Lartars parted with their possessions 
for anylling they could get, und scttl/@ in Romeha and Natolia. 
The enigration continued to such a degree, that in 1798, the 
ye of individuals of all nges mid sexes, did not exceed one 


Vb articles, to which may be added, wool, sheep-skins, and 





k iidved and fifty-seven thousand gfe‘hundred and thirty-three, 
This calculation mentioned Hy Pallas, is not, however, ex- 
ch; for in 1796 the number vhs augmented to ninety thousand, 
rincipally with refererice to the Lartars: and lastly, in_ 1800, 

Ire calculation was one hundsA\} avd twenty thousand Tartais, 


niales of every age ae number appears to ap~ 


proach nearest to the truth 
according to Peysonnel, the r&eenne of the hhan scarcely - 
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amounted to four millions of livres; and these Bpemees were 
charged with the salaries of the greater part of the oflicers 
of the court. The khan inherited, it is true, the “estates of theZ 
nobles who died without heirs in the seventh degree, butciia 
produced little. The, princes of Moldavia and Wallachia elf’ 
their fiefs by making him presents at his accession, The lant 
which belong to the khans were given or leased. ‘The salt lukes 
belong to them by a particular tenure. 

The military force kept up by Russia in the Crimea, consists} 
of one regiment of diagoons (Smolensk), three regiments of 
musqueteers (Troitzky, Belevsky, Vitepsky), and a garrison r 
giment and battalion, distributed in the following manner : 

At Perecorp, a garrison battalion, ; 

“At Koslof, a battalion of Troitzky, 

At Ak-Metchet, two battalions of same. 

At Soruataiol the regiment of Belevsky, and a garrison re- 
giment, 

At Caffa, a battalion of Vetepsky. 

At Kertsh, a battalion of same. 

At Taman, a battalion of same. 

At Carasubasar, the regiment of dragoons of Smolensk, 


CITAP. X. 








IMPROVEMENTS WHICH MIGNT BE EFPECTED.—-ADVAN- 
TAGES WHICH RUSSIA MIGUT DERIVE FROM TH CRIK 
MEA—QF THH WORT OF SEVASIOPOL, AND OF ‘THR 
RUSSIAN NAVY IN THE BLACK SEA, 


Tur establishment of a free port in the Crimea, proper en- 
couragement given to merchants who might settle there, indus-" 
trions colonists invited from forcign countries, an sugmenfation 
af the population, whether by a transplantation of tho sy¢hjects 
of the empire or fiom foreign colonies, « culture better attended 
to, and better mihag@_are the means which could bring the 
Crimea to the state of sfNendid opulence to which it is entitled 
by its situation, the nature of its soil, and the climate. 

The culture of cotton and of the Indian corn might he 
very well introduced into this country, and the plantation of thes 
wulberiy increased, as well as the growth of madder and saf? 
fron, Lhe wines of the Crimea would soon obtain merited 
estimation, and would supply thf neighbouring places, I1be** 
bandry, the first of all the arts @would then make a rapid pro- 
gress, aud more abundant harvgits of grain would allow of a 
cotisiderdble exportation, ‘I'kefiches- contained in the bosonir 
of the Sea of Azof, would be&exploréid by able fishermen, and 
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would furnish [taly with fish, of which it consumes great quan- 
‘tities, ‘The fntroduction of Spanish and Bulgarian rams, would 
“furnish an abundance of wool, which would maintain the manu- 
fageries of eloth that might be established. Forest laws would 
prevent the devastation of wood, aud would nuise the riches 
Which Russia possesses from nature, and which she is on the 
point of losing, The Crimea, formerly full of timber, is 
threatencd with a scarcity of that article: the Russians seem 
} desirous to autdo the Tartars in the art of devastation: while the 
first fell beneath the axe, the finest trees for the construction of 
heir miscsable carts, the second do not content themselves with 
nitting the youngest wood, but wantonly tear up the saplins of 
dve ov six years growth, ‘The mountains which surround the 
port of Sevastopol were covered with young tees, which have 
been all torn up by the gailors and soldiers, Having noticed 
some carts full of the roots, £ expressed my indignation to an 
officer who was with me: “© What would you do?” eried he; “ the 
king does not find wood, and we must keep ourselves warm.” 
To this waste of the young timber, may be added that of the 
damage occasioned by the numerous flocks of gonts: thus the 
finest shapen trees ave replaced by variety of mis-shapen and 
stunted underwood, 

An active coasting trade from the Black Sen to the Sea of 
Azof, would transport to Caffa all the productions of the em- 
pire; adopét of the European manufactories, and of the pro- 
ductions of the New Would, would furnish, to advantage, Na- 
tolia and the other Ottoman provinces in Asia, with merchandize, 
which they could tianspot by the cmavans of Smyrna, and by 
Constautinople ; a part of those of India and of Persia Would 

return by the way of Astiacan to arrive at Cufla, which would 
once more become the centre of a considerable commerce. Tho 
bac toleration of the Russian government, and the paternal 
views tof the emperor Alexander, would enlarge considerably by 
its reciprocal action, the agriculture, the Mdustry, thé com- 
merce, and the population of the peninsula of gue Crimea, 

{t is worthy of mention, that, having met the emperor of 
Russia the day after my anival, his majesty did me the houour 
to make some obliging enquiries as fo the object of my travels 

m@nto the countries 1 had visited, and asked me, among other things, 
“yebiat £ thought of tho Crimoa. Sire,” replied [, © nature hay 


ape every thing for it.” « sale right,” answered the emperor, 





but we have done yothing aslyet to aysist nature.” : 

The foundation of the towh, of Sevastopol, or Actinr, so 
called after a little village situiiéd formerly to the potth of the, 
port, was loid immediately ote: ie et of the rea 
on account of the goudness of the arbour, ft is built in'th 

a Pattie gendies 6 8 karbo t is built in the, 
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‘ 
form of anamphitheatre to the south of the port, fhe length of 
a point of land which extends between the bay of the little port 
called Juchnaia-buchta (bay of the south) and Artillery hay: 
This point rises gradually to the upper part of the town, where, 
it is 180 feet in height above the level af the sea. ‘ 

The town, buile in streets parallel to cach other, is on an 
ascent, and is divided into quarters by some other streets at right 
augles; at the point of the land is seen the house prepared for 
the reception of the Empress Catharine I. and immediately 
after the admiralty, the arsenal, and the houses of the officers 
of the marines: higher, the houses of the inhabitants, the mar 
ket, and the Greek church; the hospitals, and the barracks fo 
the seamen, ‘The magazines are chiefly on the other side o 
the lesser port, and form a sot of suburbs, as well as the bar+ 
tacks of the gyirison, built some distance in the -upper part. 
Without the town, at the side of Artillery bay, ave the bartacks 
of tho artillery. Near to the neighbouing bay is the quaran- 
tine, and some country houses, ‘Ihe town is a verst and a half 
in length, by yo hundred toises at most in breadth, In this 
space is not included the barracks of the regiments, built at 
more than 400 toises from the upper part of the town; and 
those of the sailois situated as we have already said, fronting 
the other side of the lesser port, ‘The naval arsenals are at 
Actiar, a lite Tartar village situated to the north of the port, 
at about five versts from its entrance. 

‘Lhe situation of the town of Sevastopol, excludes it on- 
tirely from the interior of the peninsula, and eaxposes it ta the 
danger of a failure of provisions and other articles necessary for 
its supply, It would have been moro advantageously situated 
on the other side of the pot. ‘The trips, made in little shallops, 
which reach the town by traversing the port, cannot do it with- 
out considerable danger when the wind blows had from the 
weat. Provisions are very dear, with tho exception of four, 
rye, and fish, wifich ye cheap: the flour and rye, hecanse 
the soldiers sell, what they do not consume, and the fish, be- 
cquse every captain sends out his shallo a fishing, and the pro- 
duce is sold at the market. One of the greatest Inconvenionces 
of Sevastopol is, the want of a sufficient quantity of whole- 
some water. The scorbutic disorders which prevail in wintery 
are owing as much to the brackish waters which are furnished 
By. some springs from the sea, gs to the salt provisions whieh, 
constitute chiefly the noise of the soldicrs and seamen, 

he health of several thousands of men ia an object worthy the 
solicitude ‘of government; ance construction of an aqueduct 
seethg td present the only mad.s “offurnishing the quantity of 
vaterfdecessary ‘for the use of the inhabitauts, There were 
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some of these, without doubt, in ancient Chersonesus; search 
should be made after the aqueduct of which they have already 
discovered tXces, and it should be rebuilt, 

~The ‘sea-side is the most advatitagcous situation in Sovaste- 
vol; where a dry soil, and wholesome air, may be found, teth- 
peed in summer by the winds, aud softer in winter than in 
many parts of the Crimes, on recount of the mountains which 
pholter it fom (he north wud east. : 

‘The port of this town, one of the best perhaps in Narope, 
owes every thing to nature, Which has aloue borne the expence. 
‘The bottom is muddy towaids the middle, aud gravelly on the 
porders undin some other places. Che port extends from tho 
youth-cast side inland. Its length is six vests, by a little more 
than a verst in breadth, It is $00 toiscs at its entianee, and 
dinvinishes regularly fiom 350 to 300. It has almost in every 
part sufficient depth for the largest ships; and is surrounded with 
hills, which protect it from every wind, except those fiom the 
west, Is forms four bays in che southern part, which are shel- 
tered. "Phere is nota shoal in the whole poit, but only one 
small sand-bank ut the entrance, before the point of Juud called 
SevernaiaeKussa, 

The entrance of the port is defended by batteries placed 
upon the two opposite points of land, and by another con- 
stiucted apposite the town, There are also two of them upon 
the double point of Jand, with a redoubt raised above. Ono 
of these batteries, which has the form of a half’ circle, defends 
al the same time the entiance of Aatillery bay, Iv isin agitation 
to add a uew battery to those which are already raised, and 
which seem insufficient; atleast L have head the officers of the 


marines say, that with a fair wil, a ship in full sail might enter 4 


the port without suffering from the cannon of the batteries, and 
a landing might be ensily made on the fat.shore which surrounds 
Sevastopol, At the mouth of (he port is Quarantine bay, 
which extends southward about a verst in length, by 200 toises 
in breadth at its entrance, My 

The next is Autillery bay, which is not atnpstainore than 
300 toises inlength. Tt is sopmated from the teeth hy the 
point of Jand on which the town is situated. 

Atabout 700 toises from the exterior mouth of the port, 
begins South bay, Jysnafa Buchta, commonly called Little 
Post; it extends to the south-west more than two versis anda 
ehalf into the interior of the, land, and is 200 toises wide at ita 
qgutrance, where it almost gnmediately forms a litle narrow 
agulph: the shore is lined with habitations for the sailors. W'ben 
‘the fleet is dismantled, the are towed into the little port, 
where they lie jn aafety} "an when they are fitted of again for 
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selvice, they are warped into the great port, where they are 
brought to an anchor, ina line. On the same side, at about 
900 toises from the little port, is a narrow creck f 250 toises 
au lent in which ships are commodiously carecned and fey 
fired, 
The sen-worms, which ent into the planks of vessels, arc th 
great quantities in the Black Sea, upon the coast of the pening . 
sula of the Crimea. In two years they are able to destroy the | 
sides of a ship. i 

These worms are four or five iuches in length; the head is of, 
the shape of an arrow, and the bady consists of a whitish muci 
Jage. The only way of destroying them, has been, until lately, t 
lay up the vessels for two years inthe litle creek of which w 
have just spoken, fo carcen them, and to pay the sides with 
burning pitch and juniper wood, an operation which exposes 
them to some danger. It was not yet thought of to copper the 
vessels bound to the Black Sea, but orders have been given, 
that henceforth they should be built with that regulation, and 
J have already seen three which have been done so. 

‘The projects of aggrandisement manifested by the Empress 
Catharine “JI. have been wonderfully assisted by the posses- 
sion of the Crimea, The Russiaus have, in that part, the ti- 
nest ports in Murape, and which place them ina situation of 
having, ina litte time, a powerful navy in the Black Sea: a 
good wind will catry a fleet in three days and nights, ta the 
canal of Constantinople. 

The two ancient castles which guard the entrance of the 
Bosphorus, are too far distaut ouse their cannon to advantage, 
and too defenceless to stand the fire fom the ships of war, or 
even a brisk attack by land The two now forts builtin 1773, are 
badly planned, nor can they serve their cannon better, although 
situated nearer than the others. ‘Che carmon are all defectives 
there are numerous points of debarkation laid open in all the 


ancient fortesses of Eveope and Asia. 

‘Nhe farce in th& Black Sea, consists of the flotilla of Ni- 
colaief, ay af He ships stationed at Sevastopol. 

The Dbithefls composed of fiom 70 to 80 shallops, decked, 
aud carrying guns, and gome others which are row-boats. It is 
in a bad condition, and several sballops are totally unfit for 
service. 

‘Lhe flotilla at Sevastopol consists of four vessels of the line, 
and four or five frigates, and seems also but badly kept up. 1° 
have seen some old vessely condemned, and there are many others 
shich would be altogether unfit for immediate service, 

The Russion abips ac usuallyeerained at the rate of ten mon 
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agus: the sailors comprise hylf of the equipment; the rest of 
it consists of, marines, infantry, and cannoniels, 

Russia; having but few merchant vessels, that nursery is want- 
ting to supply the navy with sailors, .Heuce they are generdlly 
ingflteron saunen, ‘The officeis are a littl better, but a great 
“ol forcignors may be yeckoned among them. "There ex- 
junbAppily, a misunderstanding between the marine and land 
By ch extends even to the officers. 
fleet in the Black Sva is not under the direction of the 
at Potersburgh; it has an high adimral aud an office 

at Nicolgef. ‘This Meet is under the command of the Marquis 

de Travethey, a Frenchman, more than twenty ycars in the Rus- 
siau servicp, and who is considered an eaccllent officers he is 
low in stathve, speaks with vivacity and cleainess, like 2 man who 
abounds in \geas, and alse has the art of associating them with 

~ facility; he bis all the manners of a person well bred, and is 
boloyed hy those who serve under his command; and the cour- 
tesy with which he received me, was a proof that he had not 
forgotten ho was born a Lrenchman, 

“There are several of the principal officers English ; as Rear- 
admiral Prisman, General Cobley, commandant of Odessa ; Ge- 
neral Fonch, governor-genoral at Caffa, &e. &e. 1 ought to 
ackuowledge with gratitude, that the title of Frencliman furmshed 
me with a high recommendation to the military and marine offi- 
ces, I wish that 1 could say as much of the hospithlity of the 
gentlemen in civil employments. 1 onght; however, to except 
from this remmk M, de Miloradovitch, governor of Taurida, 
who afforded me a most flattering reception, 


CHAP. X. 












ON TITER COINS AND MEDALS OF TILK CRIMEA, WITH THD 
NOVE OF Ms M, LANGLES AND MILLIN THEREON. 


ne ks TA wee 

T my return from the Crimean, from whence LiiGrought 
different pieces of money, anda quintity of medityy yequested , 
M. Laugles, member of the Institution, and librarian'for Oriental 
manuscripts, and M, Milin, member ulso of the Institution, 
and keeper of the medals in the Imperial libMry, to examine 
them, and to iuform me if 1 had been fortunate enough to have 
collected any thing curtcus: he ussured me thatthe coins were al- 

teeter unknown in Jranee, and that several of the medals were 
yaluable. 

These two gentlemen were of opinion that it would be proper 
to hyve engravings made of the caitid and medals ; agd the degrée 
of interast which was attached lo my fortunate research, : 
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me to eause it to be done, and to-place them in the sich and cu- 
rious collection in the library of his royal and imperial majesty. 
M. M. Laughs and Millin have done me the honouy to makes 
somie historical notes on these coins and medals, ands Isubjoin, 
for the satisfaction of my readers: the following frama@tialausi¢. 
The prinelpal picees of moncy have all, exeopt one, bowHtyick 
at Bachtchisarai, in the year 1191 of the Tlegira, (1774\,08 
the vulgar gra) according to the date of the Arabic nso hh pon, 
a4 





(t bears cousequently the name of the sume sovereign, 


KAN CHATYN GUERAT, EBN ANTMBD GUERAT, SHLTAUN, 
The Savereign Chahyn Guerai, son of Ahhaned Guerfli, prince. 
’ 
* 


The signification given to the words Khan and Sula, re- 
quire sume oxplauation. . 

In ‘Turkey, in Arabia, in Persia, and even in India, the title 
of. sultan exclusively bolongs (o the reigning prince, and is syno~ 
nymous to the words monarch and sovereign, whilst 0 poverndy 
of» province, and even a simple officer of state, takes the name 
of khan, Among the ‘Tartas on the other side, 2 directly con- 
trary usage prevails, and the sovereign only has a right to the 
distiuction of khan, which he places before his proper names, 
vither it is because the word is originally ‘Tartar, and is to be 
found, indeed, in the Calmpe dialects, Monghol, Mantchou, &c.5 
while swltan is Arabian, or because the happy Temoudjyn 
adopted that qualification when he changed his name to take that 
of Djenguyz, (aud that—~ “in the midst of a general ree 
« joicing, having, at his right, the sword of vengeance, and the 
«seal of power at his left; upon his head the diadem of the 
_ universe: he sented himself’ on the throne of the empire of the 
« Tarlirs, according to the history of the inauguration of Djen- 
& guyz or Tehingis Khan, and of the fragments of the code of lint 
© conqueror and legislator in the universal history of Myrhhoud);? 
among the same people, the word sultan has ouly a subaltern 
distinction. ; 

Chuhyn Gueraj, in the impression of these coms, was de~ 
scended trom Djengayz Khan; he was the thirty-ninth and Jast 
khan of Uie Crimea, according to the chronological account 
given, of thosdlfsovercigns: he ascended the throne the 4th of 
March, 1777, and was deposed in consequence of the treaty 
entered into at Constautinople hetween Russia ‘and: the ‘Lurks; 
the 10th (2 ) dime 1783, and ratified the @tst of Septeniitr 
(1st October) of the same year, Soou afterwards he died 9 vio 
‘Ignbdeitth, and his head was sent to the Porte, 

, This weak and unfortunate descendimt of the great Djenguyz 
sla, was not destijuteot talents; during the short space of his 
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reign he attempted several ygreat innovations, which are spoken 
of in the notice of his life. We shall coniino ourselves to the 


Jets of that of the coinage of money : until the time of his 


aXgession to the thane, all the coin in circulation in the Crimea, 
e name of the Ottoman emperor, aud was coined, as 
Jn Purkey,* Chabyn Guerai was desirous that it should 
n his own country, ‘This work, which was not done 
eat expence, was entrusted to 2 German, a very in- 
artist, if we may judge from the execution of the pivers 
which “Rave come under our obse vation, : The characters are 
drawn in} superior manner, und engraven with great exactuess ; 
hut in regdering to the German artist employed by Chahyn 
Guerai alifthe justice which is hig due, we cannot help reject- 
ing, from ¥he number of pieces worthy of praise, those of an 
irregular fom, and which are badly struck, that is to say, a 
coin of Billo, (or below the standard) called aspre by the Mu. 
ropeans, and Aqichch, (or little white piece) by the ‘lurks. It is 
worth about a centine, valuing the true’ piastve at one frank aud 
fiNy ceutimes, according to its intrinsic value, ‘ 

Three aspres or Agtehch make a parah. ‘The:oue before us, 
was struck at Lstamboul (Constantinople), in 1171 of the Hegira, 
(1757-8 of the vulgar mra.) : 

Five parah make a hechliq, that is to say, a piece of fire 
parah; because, in fact, the bechlig is worth five parah of 
Crimea, ’ 

‘Iwo bechliq make a oulonq, or piece of ten parah, as the 
denomination itsell indicates, 

‘Dwa ouloug make f gnimmyliq, piece of twenty parah, or demi 
Pinstre. Phe two we have’ noticed were struck at Bachtchi- 
sarai, In the same year, L19T of the Hepiia (1777 of the vulgar 
wra,y) as tho inseription indicates; DAL the revyrsa, in place of 
having the titles ofthe khan as in other pieces, bears his thoghia 
ar cypher, in which may be made out, by an attentive examina 
tion, the words Chahyn-Guerai-Khan, * . : 

‘Ewa ygnirmyliq make a ghrouche, called by the Europeane 
plasty. At the epock in question, aud above all inthe Crimea, 
the ghrouche or piastre was worth two Fyench livres: but the 
Ottonm saltans, Abdonl-Lamed, gud Selym IIL, during their 
reigns, somich allered the money, that now thé pinsuc is not 
valued at anore than one frank, fifty centimes.* 

‘A pipstre and a half form a piece named altinichtiq, that is 
ATEN fu piece of sisty parah, 7 

Besiles the pieces mentioned, MM. Reuilly has drought 
over suing others in Jeather, struck in the same Jem, 1727, 
‘Their enormous size Ploves that they ave imitations of the Russian 
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pieces of fiva of six kopeks, thoy bear the same inscriptions as 
we have described, except that upon one of them wo read Kaffals 
and Kaffa, instead of Bachtchisnrai; we know, indeed, that f 
Chahyn-Guesat caused money to be coined in those towns al 


ternately,, a) 
M. Nilhin's notes on the medals found in the timer ‘, as 
' follows : ‘ Tay 
The medals of the Chersonesus Taurica, and of the“Ey ro cts 
Sarmatia, are as yet but litde known, ‘There is no doubt Me that 
if they were sought after with diligchce, a great number 4Guld be 
found ; but the clumsiness of this coinage docs not sg the de+ 






sire of collecting them : nevertheless, they would assiy,, to throw 
some light on the ancient history of the country, Pembroke, 
Pellerin, and M. Sestini, have discovered several; since thoir 
time, M. De Wasel has published au account of softe, ‘Those 
which M. Reuilly procured during his stay in Crinfea, are almost, 
all unknown; which proves how much the research of these me- 
dals would be a labour of utility and interest, 

The two first belong to Chergonesus, hore are, a3 yet, but 
few known of that city: thoy are, therefore, an impaitaut ac- 
quisition ; one of them is extremely curious; Reuilly found it 
fifty paces from the spot where it is believed stood the temple of 
Diana. The subject is interesting : the goddess drest in a tunic 
tucked up, is about to kill a hind which she has yun down in the 
chose; her left knee is supported on the back of tho animal; 
beneath are the chuacters XEP, At the reverse ig an oX cornn- 
pete, that is to say, threatening with hishoins. In the exergue are 
the charactérs YPr=KO, This name cannot have an allusion to the 
"Lauridus, the habitants of which wete called ‘Tauri, and not Tau 
risci. [t isthat af a magistiate, who probably was called ZYPIZKOX, 
Syriscus. Upon a medal discovered by Eckhel, num! anavoti, 
we sce also on one side the head of Diana, apd on the reverse, 
the bull comupete, with the word ATAZIK, which is also the 
name of a magigtiates Upon unother, in the cabinet of the 
Countess of Bentinck, is the word LYAPOMO, Mudromus, 

The next medal, which is also of Chorsonesus, although more 
defaced, is of still more importance, ‘They had not as yet dis- 
covered any other than the autonomous.medals of that city: this 
one is the first that has been known with the head of the emperor. 

“The side of the face is almost destroyed by time, but there may 
he distinguished the remainder of the head, and the letts1s OYH, 
which shew that it belonged toSeptimus, or to Alexander SuvErty 
but mare probably to the first: on the reverse is Dinna standing ; ‘ 
she has the right band raised; in the left she carries a bow; at 

her feet is a stag, or rather an antelope, for the horns are not 


‘anghed} around are the chunctere XEP. 


ACCOUNT OF MEDALS. » R rad 


The three medals which follow are of! European Sarmatia, 
One of them presents a large head, with the inscription aztoz, 
hut is to say, OABIONOAIE, or OABIOLOAITEON, the towll of 
biopolis; behind the head there is a monogram; on the reverge, 

6 figure much effaced, where I think may be dis- 
alO\confused traces of an cagle devouring a fish. 

xel, in his collection of antiquities found on the shore 

k Sea, has a very large medal of about five inches in 

' where may be noticed the same design, and whee he 
tqinks & can discover also the traces of an eagle’s form. This 
medal wa) found in the ruins near Adjeder, or Ovidiopole; another 
was disco%ered in the ruins of Olvio, of the same dimensions ay 
tha preceding; and the type of the cagle is better perceived. 

"These acctants convince me thal the medal mentioned by Waxel 

of the chardgter with the one we describe, is of Olbiopolis. 

We have wt desciibed the medals of a Inge size; we shall 
now spexk of those which ae, on the contrary, very small, end 
the only ones which are known of the hind: on the face of one 
of these is-a head, respecting which we could distinguish nothing 
further, On the reverse is a fish, and the 1etrograde characters 
of the word Otga, Olbio, can bemade out, On the front of 
auother is also a head much defaced; and, on the reverse, the 
same fish, with the Jetters AB, which make part of the word 
oABIO, It is of an irregular form. 7 

‘Two other medals were found at Panticapus; however, as 
they ae without inscriptions, we cannot decide, with certainty, 
that they are of-that city. Lhe quiver is to be noticed as often 
on the medals of Phanagoria, of Lfaaclea, and upon these of 
Movsia Iuferior, as upon those of Pantieapus, These two me- 
dals have, on the ffdut, the head of Bacchus crowned with leaves 
of laurel and of ivy, which would d¢casion one to believe that 
they were of Dionysiopolis,a city situated on the Pontus Lasinus, 
which received its name (Town of Baechus) from there being a 
statue here of that god which had beer brought thither by sen 3 
Pan, as well a3 Bacchus, has also bis head crowned with ivy. 

The large quiver, which is on the reverse af these medals, 
serves to contain the bow and arrows. It is ornamented with 
the figure of the ojstodoche, or case designed purposely for the 
placing of arrows, ‘These medals have euch a different mono- 
gram, W hich is unfavourable to the opinion of those who think 
that tyé monogiam on the medal, in which we distinguish the 

aed Mens a city called Pharuacia, 

On the inedal found at Balackua, we discover the figuie ofa 
man, who appears.to be iva chariots aud on the reverse, a dug 
sunning. MM. de Wasel speaks of ote nearly Tike it, 

There ae numeious medals of Sinopus, a city of Paphilegonis, 
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which had become tht residence of the kings of Pontus after 
Pharnacta lad been ‘taken from? them: several are known to 
have, like this, on one side, the head of Jupiterg and on the 
reversa, the. cagle perched on a thunder-bolt, with the wor 
SINOMH in the exergue. One has in the field the letters ge, . 
which indicate an epoch that must have been «ftepe# ye 
we believe‘ to have been the vulgar ono at the PoMits eed 
Bosphorus, and which, according to Cavey, ‘Trelick, aphy Keb, 
begunat the year of Rome 467. ‘The epoch of our eH is 
that of the year 223 of that wera, 680 of Rome, the 4lsyycar of 
the reign of Mithridates VI. 74 years before the vi near ara. 
Mithridates VI. was the king who put himeclf to deat) the year 
of Rome 691, 63 years before the vulgar aay thathhe might 
not add to the triumph of the Romans; his son Phaypaces had 
betrayed him ‘in the moment when he would havefcarried war 
into the heart of their capital. 

This piece is, however, still more cnrious, as we had not yet 
had any autonomous medal of Sinopus which bore a date, and 
that there is only one known besides of Mithridates V1, 

Two others of these medals gre commonly hnown in the Cri- 
mea. ‘They have been cast, and are of au uneven shape, but of 
which the rudeness bears no comparison with those of the antique 
coins of the same country. They bespeak rather the ignorance 
and barbarity in which that country was plunged at the ‘time it 
was under the dominiow of the last cmperois of Constantinople. 
T bélicve that the emblems on them are those of Christinntty 
on one side is a cross, symbol of Salvation; on the other, the 
anchor, which is that of Faith. 

‘The two last pieces are coins which were in, circulation in the 
Crimea at the time the Genocse were mastays of that coutry, 
and had established commerce, Lhe cornelian was found at 
Panticapéum ; it represents a sacrifice which is offered before the 
portico of a temple, ‘Phe victimarius is observable who hold# a 
erown; he carries q knife also, ‘Che popa carries the club to fell 
the vieliin; a young priest, Camillus, holds a vase full of fire; ano- 
ther pticst curries a torch’; the pontif is ata distnee, his head 
covered; behind him, is a woman, fof whom the snerifice is 
offered. ‘This intaglio is charmingly cxecuted: however, it is 
not antique 5 it is cdsy to discover the style of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, called by artists the Cinque Cento, and the subject is pro- 
bubly copied after a bas-relicf antique. It is an ervdr if some 
travellerd to believe, that overy thing dug out of the cgrifhantle, 
countries Which ,they visit, 1s of antiquity; but theF are uot 
so on that account, There are often brought fom Epypt, Greece, 
and Asia Minor, engraved stones whieh me ovideutly modern. 
"Phe intagho which we have described is of that class. , 
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CHAP, XL 





ON THE COMMERCE OF THE BLACK SEA. 


ry 

] JES storms frequent in the Black Sea, and the savage state 
af the peliple inhabiting its coasts, prevented the Greeks fora 
long time jfom visiting its shores. ‘The expedition of the Argo- 
nuts is thd first trace of navigation and commerce in that sea, 
which antiqiity has transmitted to us, , 

Chis trade took place” principally inthe Oriental parts, but 
notwithstanding the estabhshment of several colonics upon its 
coasts, it was Inconsiderable during the first ages of Greece, and 
uuder the empire of the Romans. It did not begin to flow 
uutil the time of the crusades, when the Latins possessed them- 
selves of Constantinople: at that time the Genoese and the Ve- 
uctians carried on this trade with such considerable advantage, 
that the conquest of Egypt by the Arabs having entirely ruined 
the ancient commerce of Alexandria, the merchandize of India 
opened itself a new way to the European markets; they went 
thither sometimes by the Midics, and the Russia Sea, or were 
transported hy caravans across Georgia and Mingrelia; sometimes 
hy gomg up the Persian galph, the ‘T'ygris, or the Euphrates; 
they went, by way of Armenia, to Tiebizond , whither the Ge- 
noese and the Venctinus went to meet them, for the purpose of 
supplying Europe with their commodities. 

Jealousy, the inevitable consequence of the great advantages 
this commerce procured, was the acgasion of same bloody wars 
between the Venetims and the Gonocre, which termfnated in 
the last becoming the masters ; by coutributing to the overthrow 
of the dominion of the Latins at Constantinople, profiting dex- 
trously by the favour ar the weakness of the Greek empéror, 
they obtained from them such advantages, thet they had no 
longer any rivals, ‘Vo secure to themselves, this exclusive com- 
merce, Jacy fortified their setilerent at Pera, established colo~ 
pies oughe consts, principally in Crimea, and put their factories” 
4 T'Sato of defence; Calla was the principal city of their com- 
moree with the East, and the port al which was deposited all 
the merchandise which bad been transported to the Black Sea, 
The merchanlise of India, Persia, and Arabia, came to Ay 
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fraran, went again typ the Volga, was carried afterwards by 

and us far as the Won, distanfabout. sixty versts,, conveyed by 
that river to Azof, and thence embarked for Kala. ‘The Gey 
narse procured to thenwselves immense riches, and put theys~ 
Sulves in a situation, notwitstauding the smallness of their yer 
tory, to hald rank among the fist of tha, reed Gye) 
They enjoyed these advantages until the taking Of Cong sitidgyle 
by Mahomet the Second, of which almost the imnty 
sequence was, their expulsion from the Crimea. With te ane 
nibilation of the power of the Genoese, ended the congiterce of 
the Black Sea. 

It is to be observed, that, at this epoch, the re-cs 
of the ancient route by Alexandria, which took 
‘Tala-Eddin, had already uuned that source of riches , 

The progress af navigation, by the discovery of thgroute to In+ 
dia, and America, gave a new spring to the mercpatlile spirit. of 
the Europeans, lessening, in some degree, the regret which the 
Joss of this ancient seat of their prosperity had occasioned, and 
turning their thoughts to the means of restoring that advantage, 
Tt was not until the heginning of this century that Peter the First, 
desirous to create commerce, unhuown iu his vast empire, saw 
the immense advantage it would derive from the possession of 
some ports in the Black Séa: he succeeded in tho acquisition of 
Azof; but the misfortunes which he met with afterwards, and 
the peace of Prouth, was the occasion of his surrendering, his 
conquests, and: the advantages that might have been derived 
from them, Cathaine the Second following the steps of this 
great legislator of Russia, had the glory of accomplishing 
the design’ his genius had conccivea. 

After two Jony wars, the Curks found themselyes compelled 
to surrender Lo Rusdiae part of Lesser Lrutary, aud, at length, 
the’Crmea; to allow them to establish in that quarter a navy, 
aid to permit their flag the free passage of the Dardanclies. 

Austyia, the ally of Russia, has partaken of this Inst advantage, 
und these two thitions® alone. curried on the commerce, al- 
ways incomiduable for want of means and of concurrence, 
until the time when, after’ the conquest of Egypt, the French 
government obtained, by its trenty of peace with the Porte, the 
free navigation of the Black Sea. It has been granted with the 
like facility ‘to the other principal powers of Europe in such 
mi extent, that the commerce of that sea may be considered to 
he absolutely free. Tt embraces that of the Crimen, thakeb.the 
shores of the ara of Azof, and those of the Abazes ; that of 
Natolia, and of the Ottoman provinces of Asin, of Romelia, 
of Bulgaria, af Wallachia, and of Moldavia,and, abayo all, that 
of Poland ahd of Russia. - 
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COMMERCE OF THE CRIMEA. 3} 


‘The Crimea is advantageously. situated {: the purposes of 
\ tommerce. That peninsula ‘surfounded by¥he Black Sen, and 
‘by the sea of Azol, in which the Don empties itself, is ableeto 
teceive in its ports, principally in those of Kertch, and of Caffa, 


the merchandises of the Indies, of Persia, and of Siberia, in th 
sate manifer xe times of the Genoese: ‘Thege merchar- 





sof, Sach cotsist in raw iron, copper, spars, pitch, skins, 
cy he from Siberia, by following the couse of the Kame, 
and Wf the Volga, unto Dubofka, or by etossing the isthmus 
sixty vevates; which separate the Volga fiom the Don; and by 
being shipped at Katchalinskaya, these merchandizes come ‘down 
by the Dok, to the sea of Azof’, to be carsicd to Tagamo, or 
directly t iKertsh, or Kaifa. Butter and fat come also by this 
route, ant with considerable profit to the traders, The 
sail-cloth of the interior part of Russia, the hemp, the 
Nuens, of which there are great abundance, above all in the 
_dopaitments of Penza, of Nishnei-Novogorod, and of Woronesh, 
have a short passage to make, to come down hy some lesset 
rivers to the Don, 7 

It is necessary to the commeree of Fiance to establish marts 
in the Black Seu, of tin different merchandises for which there 
would be a demand in the neighbouring countries; and in return 
it could receive the productions of the country, at a price which 
would tum the advantage in our favour, 

If, from the situation of the colgnies, we were prevented 
fiom supplying sugars, coffee, and other colonial commodities, 
of which the provinces of the Black Sea have a great consump- 

‘tion, our alliance with Spain could place us in the situation of 

“taking them from their ports, and particularly from that of Ca- 
diz. Lemay be useful to observe that the post of Trieste, whieh 
was nothing thirty yeurs ago, owes its mportunce entirely to the 
colonial merchandise with which it has furnished the provinces 
situated on tie shores of the Black Sea. A depot of the mer- 
clandises which Natolin draws at present from the caravans of 
Smyrna, and by Constantinople, might be mote advantageously 
situated jn the Crimea, if a privilege to remove it could be ob- 
tained from the court of Russia; of if a free port was perma- 
nently established. fn taking by this mart the silks’ of Brouse 
and of Persia, it would tum to the account of Russia herself. 
It is to be remarked that the drugs which came from the confines 
of Persigg instead of being sent into Russia by Tiffis, and froms 
thence yf their destinution, are emburked at the Peisign Gulph, 
and Feiuin afterwards by the Bultic, afier having made, us one 
may suy, the tour of tho world. ‘ 

‘The situation of Brance gives it a superiority of position in 
Eucope, and its interests aie in unison with those of Russia. 
‘These two ‘states posieds moct of the zu ticles whichare the objects 
ofexchauge, und ae the only countries which cun satisfy, their mus 
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tual wants without the intervention of strangers. A direct and rei. 

“poocal commeice would increase their sphere of action, and’ 
their particular advantages; bat a great many obstacles ara as 
set in the way, before tis commerce can take the ragyot 
which it is capable, a. 


-NOTES ON TILE PRINCIPAL PORTS OF THIS 
CRIMEA, 


Qdessa is situated between the Niester and Niofer, to the 
west of a gulph which forms the Black Sea. Tts pqit is easy af 
entrance, and has an excellant ancharage, while i fan is 80 
smooth, that the anchors of ships are obliged to baraised from 
time to time, in aider to prevent them from stiekin’y tao fast. 

Odessa enjoys a wholesome air, of a mild tetperatine; thy 
vast plains by which it is smrounded, are uncommonly fertile, 
but the waut of hands cases them to remain uncultivated 
Those extensive and barren Steppes, in which the horizon aloue 
terminates the yjew, are entiely deprived of wood; and hence 
the town is in want of fnel. The water is of a bad quality, and 
isogtiemcly scavee in summer, 

When the carsicis bring corn into the interior, they are often 
in danger of losing their osen, of which they sometimes pos- 
sess Kyo or three thousand; but this devastation might be pre~ 
yented, by digging a greater number of wells. 

This town, which bas tisen, as it were, trom the bowels of 
the earth, already contains more than b00 houses. Shey are 
well built, and the streets are wide, but dhe dust und nud vender 
them very inconvenient. The population of Qdes.a amounts to 
about 4,500 inhabitants, of which Ltaliaus, Jews and Geeks 
form two Ulids, Ft contains five commercial hones, vie one 
French, one Euglish, ong Italian, ant qvo German, with a few 
brokers’ residenges. * ? 

Ddeosp, whose caistence was scarcely huown cight years ago, 
and whose biy was frequented only by a few ‘Turkish vessels, 
received in 1802, more than 300 ships, and in 1803, when L 
left it, neatly 400 vessels had arrived to takowd cargoes of cor; 
which had beau supphed from Podolia and the Ubraue to the 
amount of 1,000,000 rubles, 

Some time since Chee was a gicat emigration from Bulgaria, 
Rassia favoured the exiles, and allowed the inbabitartyr*every 
facility for leaving a country, where they were eaposed to all 
Sorts of vexutions, ‘Phose who were at Odessa ae to be dis- 
tributed over the Steppes of Now Russix, and the goverument 
affords gach tumily a louse, 0 pav-of oven, and a plough; tiey 
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also receive a trifle of mongy, and are exqnpted from taxes ar 
furvishing recruits, for the space of 25 yeats, 2 
Nicolaief, Which was founded about thirteen years ago by'an 
iMdividual naged Batleri, is situated! on the Bog, at the pam 
where it recvivy, the Ingul. "Phe town is built in the modern 
‘style,, the lausds the ‘of stone, aud the streets are, wide. It, 
Teniovers Avante the two principal necessaries of life, water and. 
“fel. ‘Che winds that blow from the sea, render the waters of 
the Bog and the Ingul brackish. ‘Lhe harbour contains a flo- 
tila, which consists of about an hundred vessels, mostly old and 
inabad state, Although the fleet of the black Sea be in the 
port of Sevastapol in the Crimea, the admiralty office is at Ni- 
colgief, waich necessmily retards the naval opeations, 

Chersonawas founded m 177-4, in 46° 38: latitude : it is on the 
western bank of the Nicper, about 100 veists from its mouth 
in thesea, and 40 versts above the Bog, 

The town is agreeably situated on 9 little eminence, at the 
bottom of which runs the Nieper'; its width is about seven versts, 
and it forms soveral ginal istes, which are covered with shrubs, 
The principal inconveniencies at Cheison are the insup~ 
portable dust which continually blows in clouds by the wind, the 
excessive quantity af mud in winter, and the innumerable swarms 
of guats, which are produced in the marshes. The town iy de~ 

‘fended by a fortress, which occupies a preat oxtent of ground, 
and contains some good barracks. : 

The Population of Cherson amounts to ten or eleven thousand. 
Several ships of war and merchant vessels aro built in its docks: 
those which belong to the crown are situated along the Nieper, 
and the grand depot of- timber is on the opposite bauk. ‘The 

_ rope-walk is excellent, as ave the ropes and cables that are made 
“init. The merchants’ harbour is at the end of the town, and 
the quay is built on piles, . 

There is a lazqretto in one of the isles of the Nieper: but 
the quarantine of Cherson having been suppressed, it is now 
useless, 

The commerce of Cherson is inconsiderahle ; it contains but 
two or three French houses: the suppression of the lazaretto 
causes all the vessels to take the route to Odessa; and the mer- 
chants of Cherson aie obliged to send thither all their goods, in 
order ie profit by the advantage which the vessels derive b 
taking jh their cargoes while under quarantine, A coasting trade 
is alyotit to be estublished along the Black Sea, which will pro. 
duce much beuetit ; for often one town contains a superabundance 
of necessary articles, while another is in want of them, and this 
want of communication causes t factitious scarcity, which is yery 
injurious to commerce and agriculture. 
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are vast ph ius near Cherson, on which great herds of 
» fattened ; they are soldat “a low price, and their meat 
whit be salted, and exported to great advautagey, 

Kalla, othev Theodosia, is situated in the Crimea, in the 
ietitude 44° 58".—The Rondstead is secure from. winds, exe spt 
those from the north and south-west. Shipsaator vory new the. 
shore in a slimy bottom, ‘This town, which was of sucli -grgat 
importance in the time of the Geuoese power, and whose por, 
at that period, was the principal depst of the commerge of the 
Black Sea, now contains nothing more than heaps of ruins. Its 
great population has disappeared, and a small number of 
merchant-ships can now scarcely find cargoes at il. “About an 
hundred houses, partly inhabited by Greeks, are all that remain 
of that once powerful town, Fishing, in the bay of Katfla, is 
carried on to some extent; and the Palus Moetidds alfords a 
great quantity of sturgeons, the spawn of which, when salted, 
is called caviar, and forms a considerable article of trade. 

Taganrog is situated on a tongue of land, at the extremity of the 
sea of Azof. ‘This plice might become important for commerce, 
hy the navigation of the Don, and the proximity of the Volga, 
by which an easy communication might be carried on with Mos« 
cow and Astrachan. Jt was fortified by order of Peter the 
Groat, The advantages of Taganrog are, however, counterba- 
lanced by several inconveniences + the sea of Azof, in the strait 
of ‘Taman, is so shallow, that it will not admit vessels which 
draw more than eight or nine feet water, while its numerous 
sand-banks, and violent currents, render its navigation Jong nud 
dangerous, ‘Throughout the winter se:son it is. impassable, on 
account of the ice, 
~ Phe commerce of this town is extensive. It consists in corn, 
Teather, hemp, sail-cloth, tallow, tobacco, horse-hair, ¢: lar, 
iron, salt-petre, hides, &c, In 1808, about 200 ships entered 
alg port. 

The population of ‘Vaganrog, may amount to about 6000 
souls, including tHe seamen, and the garrison. Its environs are 
uninhabited, though there are great indueemeots to emigrants, 
to arrive, and cultivate its Certile soil. 

When tho treaty of Amiens was concluded, 1 finished my 
jonrney, and retnrned to France, strongly impressed with the 
natural and commercial advantages of most of the parts which 
f had visited. 
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